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New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

The government's top
law officer will help the
Supreme Court with regard
to the legal aspects of Article
35A of the Constitution un-
der which special rights and
privileges are granted to the
"permanent residents" of the
state, Union Home Secretary
Rajiv Mehrishi said today.

"There are 4-5 cases on
35A in the Supreme Court.
These are only legal issues.
The Attorney General will
help the Supreme Court,"
Mehrishi told PTI here. The
Supreme Court last month

had asked the Centre to file a
reply to a writ petition filed
by an NGO seeking that
Article 35A be struck down.

The petition said the
state government, under the
guise of Article 35A and
Article 370, which grants
special status to the state,
has been discriminating
against non-residents who
are debarred from buying
properties, getting a govern-
ment job or voting in the lo-
cal elections. Article 35A was
added to the Constitution by
a Presidential order in 1954.
Article 370 grants special

See AG To Help  on page 11

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI)

As much as 99 per cent of
the junked Rs 500 and Rs 1,000
notes have returned to the
banking system, RBI said to-
day, prompting opposition to
question the efficacy of the
government's unprecedented
note ban decision to curb
black money and corruption.

The Reserve Bank, which
has so far shied away from
disclosing the actual number
of junked currency deposited
after November 8 last year,
said in its Annual Report for
2016-17 that Rs 15.28 lakh
crore of the junked currency
had come back into the bank-
ing system, leaving only Rs
16,050 crore out. As on
November 8, 2016 there were

1,716.5 crore pieces of Rs 500
and 685.8 crore pieces of Rs
1,000 in circulation, totalling
Rs 15.44 lakh crore.

Post-demonetisation RBI
spent Rs 7,965 crore in 2016-17
on printing new Rs 500 and
Rs 2,000 and other denomina-
tion notes, more than double
the Rs 3,421 crore spent in the
previous year. The demoneti-
sation was hailed as a step
that would curb black mon-
ey, corruption and check
counterfeit currency but RBI
said just 7.1 pieces of Rs 500
note per million in circula-
tion and 19.1 pieces of Rs 1,000
notes per million in circula-
tion were found to be fake in
its sample survey.

Opposition was quick to
seize on the data to attack the

government with former fi-
nance minister P
Chidambaram saying, "RBI
'gained' Rs 16000 crore, but
'lost' Rs 21000 crore in print-
ing new notes! The econo-
mists deserve Nobel Prize."
"Rs 16,000 cr out of demone-
tised notes of Rs 15,44,000 cr
did not come back to RBI.
That is 1 per cent. Shame on
RBI which 'recommended' de-
monetisation," he tweeted.

Chidambaram also won-
dered if demonetisation was
"a scheme designed to con-
vert black money into
white?". Samajwadi Party
leader Naresh Agarwal said
his party would move a privi-
lege motion against RBI
Governor Urjit Patel for mis-
leading a parliamentary pan-

el on the issue. RBI said just
8.9 crore pieces of Rs 1,000
notes or 1.3 per cent of the
scrapped ones have not re-
turned. It, however, did not
give a specific number for the
old 500 rupee notes. "Subject
to future corrections based
on verification process when
completed, the estimated val-
ue of specified bank notes
(SBNs) received as on June
30, 2017 is Rs 15.28 trillion,"
the central bank said.

After the note ban, old
notes were allowed to be de-
posited in banks, with unusu-
al deposits coming under in-
come tax scrutiny. A collater-
al damage as a result of rise
in printing and other cost
was dividend RBI pays to 

See 99% of Junked  on page 11

Srinagar, Aug 30:

As Eid-ul- Azha is round
the corner Markets on
Wednesday witnessed a
heavy rush of shoppers with
people laying their hands on
everything that came in their
way. Shoppers complained of
increase in prices of essential
commodities. However the
Minster of Consumer Affairs
and Public Distribution
Department, (CAPD) claimed
that checking squads con-
ducted market inspections to
curb inflating rates of com-
modities. On Wednesday dif-
ferent markets across the val-
ley were flooded with shop-
pers. The busy markets of
Residency Road, MA Road,
and other small and big mar-
kets in Srinagar witnessed a
huge rush of customers. In
most of the markets, people
were seen busy buying bak-
ery, confectionary, dress ma-
terial, kids wear and grocery.

But the soaring prices of com-
modities left many customers
high and dry. Many shoppers
complained that price of veg-

etables, fruits, and other
items have been ‘arbitrarily
increased’ manifold by
traders in view of Eid.“The

CAPD Department is doing
nothing to curb this problem.
The claims of having

See Hustle and Bustle  on page 11

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

The Centre today told the
Supreme Court that they
would extend till December
31, the deadline to furnish
Aadhaar for availing the ben-
efits of various social welfare
schemes. Attorney General K
K Venugopal made the sub-
mission that the current
deadline of September 30 to
December end before a bench
headed by Chief Justice
Dipak Misra after some of the
petitioners, who have chal-
lenged the government's
move to make Aadhaar
mandatory for availing the
benefits of these schemes,

mentioned the matter before
the court. Senior advocate
Shyam Divan, appearing for
petitioners, told the apex
court that a nine-judge con-
stitution bench had recently
declared right to privacy a
fundamental right and now a
batch of Aadhaar related pe-
titions should be taken up for
hearing by an appropriate
bench. When he referred to
the September 30 deadline to
give Aadhaar for availing
these benefits, the Attorney
General said the government
would extend it to December
31. "We (Centre) have said we
will extend it to December
31," Venugopal told the bench

which also comprised
Justices Amitava Roy and A
M Khanwilkar. The bench
thereafter said that the batch
of petitions on the Aadhaar
issue would be taken up for
hearing in the first week of
November. "Urgency is not
there. The Attorney General
is saying that it will be ex-
tended. It (petitions) will be
listed in the first week of
November," the bench said.

Divan referred to the pri-
vacy judgement penned by
Justice R F Nariman's sepa-
rate but concurring verdict
and contended that the judge
had said that matters

See Deadline  on page 11

Local militants are
giving space to foreign
ultras: Kashmir IGP

Srinagar, Aug 30 (PTI)

Local militants
have gone into hiding
after successful inter-
ventions by security
forces on the anti-mili-
tancy front, Kashmir
IGP Muneer Ahmad
Khan said today. He,
however, said foreign

ultras were now trying hard to make their pres-
ence felt in the Valley. "(Because of) the successes
which the security forces got in which top com-
manders of Lashker (Lashker-e-Toiba) or HM
(Hizbul Mujahideen) were eliminated, the mili-
tants have gone into hiding and are looking for
other ways to survive. "They have gone into hid-
ing and we have reports that they have gone to
higher reaches. They used to freely roam in

See Local Militants  on page 11

Mehrishi scotch
rumours of becoming
next JK Governor
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

Union Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi today
scotched rumours that he would be the next
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, saying he
would be going to his home town Jaipur tomor-
row on his retirement. "I will be going to Jaipur to-
morrow noon," he told PTI when asked whether
there is a possibility of him becoming the next
governor of Jammu and Kashmir.

He also said he has no information on the pos-
sibility of present governor N N Vohra putting in
his papers ahead of the completion of his second
term a few months later. Mehrishi, a 1978-batch
Rajasthan cadre officer IAS officer, will demit of-
fice tomorrow. There have been speculations that
Mehrishi may be appointed as governor.

By Achinta Borah 
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

Talks with separatists in
Jammu and Kashmir are a
possibility but these have to
take place without any condi-
tions, Union Home Secretary
Rajiv Mehrishi said today.
Mehrishi, who is demitting
office tomorrow, also refused
to blame the Haryana govern-
ment for its alleged failure in
handling the law-and-order
situation after the conviction
of the Dera Sacha Sauda chief
saying it was not proper to
judge any situation sitting in
Delhi as law and order is a
"live and dynamic situation".

On the possibility of talks
with the separatists, he said
Home Minister Rajnath
Singh has made it clear

"many, many times" that the
central government was open
for dialogue in Kashmir. "We
want to talk," he said. "I don't
think that any talks can take
place with pre- conditions,"
Mehrishi told PTI in an inter-
view while replying to a ques-

tion on whether the Centre
was inclined to hold talks
with the separatists in
Jammu and Kashmir without
any conditions. He said there
was "no doubt" that Pakistan
has been sponsoring terror-
ism in Kashmir through vari-

ous ways including funding
militants. "Pakistan is spon-
soring terrorism, Pakistan is
ensuring infiltration to
Kashmir and Pakistan is
funding terrorism in
Kashmir," he said. Asked
about the alleged alienation
of Kashmiri youths,
Mehrishi said alienation is a
"concept of Delhi media" and
the real issue for Kashmir is
terrorism and radicalisation.

"Radicalisation and ter-
rorism are the main issues,
which we are dealing with. As
one chief minister had said 95
per cent people in Kashmir
want peace. The youths in
Kashmir have the same aspi-
ration, like any youth in rest
of India, of good education,
good job and a good life," he
said. The home secretary said

the probe conducted by the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) into the terror
funding to Kashmiri sepa-
ratists has its desired impact
and it has been reflected in
the activities of separatists
and stone throwers.

Referring to the ongoing
NIA probe on terror funding,
he said the agency was carry-
ing out a "free and fair" inves-
tigation and it will be taken
into its logical conclusion.
"Action will be taken against
all those who are found guilty
as per law," he said. Asked to
comment on the recent vio-
lence in Haryana after the
conviction of Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh, Mehrishi said
law and order situation is
"live and dynamic situation"

See No Talks  on page 11

Fresh ceasefire
violation by Pakistan
in Rajouri
Jammu, Aug 30 (PTI)

Pakistani troops today targeted forward posts
and villages in Rajouri district of Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said. Indian troops guarding
the LoC retaliated and the exchange of fire be-
tween the two sides was going on when last re-
ports came in. Officials said the firing by
Pakistani troops from across the border was re-
ported in Nowshehra sector of the district around
10.35 am. There was no immediate report of any
casualty. Nowshera along with other sectors in
the twin districts of Rajouri and Poonch have wit-
nessed sharp increase in ceasefire violations by
Pakistani Army this year. Several thousand bor-
der residents of Nowshera sector are living in gov-
ernment set-up relief camps at safer places since
July after being displaced by cross-border
shelling. On August 27, five persons were injured
when Pakistani troops opened firing in Shahpur
sector of Poonch district. Till August 1, there have
been 285 such violations by the Pakistan Army
while in 2016, the number was significantly less at
228 for the entire year, according to Army figures.

Dawood Ibrahim
being sheltered by
Pakistan: home secy
By Achinta Borah 
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

Fugitive under-
world don Dawood
Ibrahim, key ac-
cused in the 1993
Mumbai serial
blasts, is in
Pakistan and that
country is creating
hurdles in getting
him back to India to face the law here, Union
Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi said today.
Mehrishi said the government is taking all re-
quired action so that Ibrahim could be brought
back to India. "Dawood Ibrahim is in Pakistan.
That country has given him shelter. That country
is also putting hurdles in bringing him back to

See Dawood Ibrahim  on page 11

Drug peddler from Punjab
among four held in Jammu
Jammu, Aug 30 (PTI)

Four people, including an al-
leged drug peddler from Punjab,
were today arrested at two different
places in the district, police said.
The drug peddler was arrested after
he was intercepted by a police party
at Ashok Nagar near Satwari, an of-
ficial said. He said 15 kgs of poppy
straw, a narcotic substance, was re-
covered from his possession. Three
more persons carrying illicit liquor
were arrested from Narwal area, the
spokesman said adding 122 pouches
of liquor were recovered from them.

Encounter specialist Sonu
booked in rape case in Kishtwar
Jammu, Aug 30:

A Sub Inspector of Jammu and
Kashmir, known for his counter in-
surgency operations in Chenab
Valley, was today booked in a rape
case in Kishtwar following direc-
tions from the Chief Judicial
Magistrate (CJM). The Kishtwar po-
lice have booked SI Shiv Krishan
Sharma alias Sonu on the com-
plaint of a woman who approached
the CJM Kishtwar Bashir Ahmed
Munshi seeking directions for the 

See Encounter  on page 11

Police arrested drug
peddler with poppy in Samba
Jammu, Aug 30:

Police today claimed to have ar-
rested a person with poppy straw in
Samba. Based on inputs, a police
party of Police Station Samba head-
ed by SHO Samba in close coordina-
tion with DSB Samba under the su-
pervision of DySP Headquarter
Samba apprehended one person
namely Angrez Singh son of Bansi
Lal of Behrian Tehsil and District
Samba and recovered 850 grams of
Poppy Straw (Bhuki) from his

See Police Arrested  on page 11

D&FCO conducts surprise
inspections
JAMMU, AUGUST 30:

Controller, Drugs & Food
Control Organization,  Lotika
Khajuria has constituted various
teams of officers from Drugs & Food
Control Organization to carry out
surprise supervisory checks of  re-
tail/whole sale outlets of medicines
and to take cognizance of violations
related  to unfair trade practices,
misuse of habit forming drugs &
running  of unauthorized drug sale  

See D&FCO Conducts  on page 11

No talks can take place with
pre-conditions: Union Home Secy

Majestic view of Dogra Dynasty, Amar Mahal amid hovering clouds on Wednesday. GOF Photo

Hustle and bustle in markets ahead of Eid-ul-Azha99% of junked Rs 500/1000
notes returned to banks: RBI

Deadline for Aadhaar will be
extended till Dec 31: Govt to SC

AG to help SC on Article
35A of Constitution
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OBITUARY
With profound grief and sorrow, we re-

gret to inform the sad demise of our

beloved father Sh. Kashi Nath Bhat S/o

Late Sh. Raghu Bhat of Fatehpora,

Anantnag Kmr at present H. No. 59,

Lane No. 2 Adharash Nagar Bantalab

Jammu, on 22.08.2017. TENTH DAY

KRIYA will be performed on 31.08.2017

(Thursday) at 8.00 A.M. Muthi Ghat near

Directorate of School Education.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt. Savitri Devi-Wife

Sh. Mohan Lal Bhat-Brother

Smt. Anju-Daughter-in-law

Smt. Pammy & Sh. Rajesh Bhatt-Daughter-in-law & Son

Smt. Girja & Sh. Satish Wanchoo-Daughter & Son-in-law

Grand Sons & Grand Daughter

Rohit Wanchoo, Sudhir Wanchoo, Sidharth, Samarth, Shriya

& Sayam

Mob: 94193-64273

Sh. Kashi Nath
Bhat 

10TH DAY KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we re-

gret to inform the sad demise of our

beloved father Sh Arjan Nath Pandit S/o

Late Sh Govind Ram Pandit of Tral on

22-Aug-2017, at present House No. A-

703, Plot No. 11, Sector 9, Munirka

Apartments, Dwarka, New Delhi -

110075 (near Shiksha Bharti School).

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on 31-

Aug- 2017 (Thursday) at Gauri Shankar

Mandir, TBlock, Mandir Lane, New

Palam Vihar, Gurgaon, Assembling will

be at our Dwarka residence at 11 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
SAMAST PANDIT PARIVAR (TRAL) & BHAT PARIVAAR (BUCHOO)

Mob : 9953131277, 9818867328, 9419100065, 09906850861

Sh Arjan Nath
Pandit

OBITUARY
With profound grief and sorrow, we re-

gret to inform the sad demise of our

beloved mother Rattan Rani (Babi) W/o

Lt. Ram Chand Bhat of Hawal Pulwama

at present H.No 85, Sector E, Bharat

Nagar Talab Tillo Jammu on 22nd Aug.

2017. Tenth Day Kriya will be performed

on 31st Aug 2017 (Thursday) at 8.30 AM

Muthi Ghat near Directorate of School

Education Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt Suneeta & Sh A.K Bhat

Smt Krishna & Sh J.K Razdan

Miss Ladily Bhat

Devrani & Devar

Smt Raina & Sh S.N Bhat

Smt Phoola Ji & Sh B.L Bhat

Sister & Brother-in-law

Smt Basanti & Sh D.N Koul

Grand Children:

Supriya & Gandharv

Dr Shaily & Dr Sunil Mam

En. Vikas Razdan & En Shivani Raina

Mob No: 9796222456, 9086065584

Rattan Rani

10TH DAY  KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we regret

to inform the sad demise of our beloved

mother Karamyogi Smt. Shobawati Raina

(Chuni Jigri) W/o Late Dawarika Nath

Raina of Batapora Kanihama Teh. Beerwa

Badgam Kashmir A/p H. No. 264-Colonel’s

colony Bohri Talab Tillo, Jammu on 23-08-

2017 (Wednesday). Tenth Day Kriya will be

performed on 01-09-2017 (Friday) at 8.30

AM near Directorate of School Education

Muthi Ghat.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt. Uma Shori Bhat -Sister

Daughters-in-law & Sons

Smt. Rajni & Sh. Rajender K. Raina

Smt. Rachna & Sh. Jawahir Lal Raina

Dr. Sunita & Dr. Kanwal K Raina (U.S)

Smt. Babli & Sh. Nariender K Raina

Asha Raina -Daughter

Smt. Ratna & Sh. K.L. Pandita -Daughter & Son-in-law

Smt. Sarla & Sh. P.L. Raina -Daughter & Son-in-law

Smt. Basanti & Sh.Nanaji  -Daughter & Son-in-law

Smt. Sushma & Sh. G.L. Trakru -Daughter & Son-in-law

Grand Children & Great Grand Children

Contact Nos : 9419286263, 9419204628,

94192-89665, 0191-2553920, 001-208-336-7589

Smt.
Shobawati

Raina

OBITUARY
Wtih profound grief & sorrow, we inform

the sad and untimely demise of our

beloved Shri Manohar Lal Bhat S/o Late

Smt Oma Shori and Late Shri Shamboo

Nath of Mattan, Anantnag Kashmir at

present Phase IV, Block A-32, Purkhoo

Camp, Jammu, who left for heavenly

abode on 23-8-2017. Tenth Day Kriya

will be performed at Muthi Ghat Near

Directorate of School Education on 01-

9-2017 at 8 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt Reeta Kumari - Wife

Simpy Bhat & Shivani Bhat - Daughters

Sh D N Bhat - Brother

Smt Teja Bhat - Bhabi

Contact No: 8716943341, 7298926908

Shri Manohar
Lal Bhat 

10TH DAY KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we re-

gret to inform you the sad demise of our

beloved sister Anju Bhat D/o Late Sh

Prithvi Nath Bhat and Late Smt Chuni Ji

of Ichigam, Budgam presently resident

at H.No.16, Lane 2/7 Block-B Enclave

Roop Nagar Chinore Jammu. Tenth Day

Kriya will be performed at Muthi, near

Director Schools on Sunday 03-9-2017

at 8 am.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Brother-in-law & Sister

Rattan Lal Bhat & Babli Bhat

Brother-in-law & Sister

Inder Krishan & Usha

Brother-in-law & Sister

Vir Jee Dullu & Veena Dullu

Vinod Bhat, Sunil Bhat –Brothers

Anju Bhat

13TH DAY/KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we in-

form the demise of our beloved father

Sh. Swaran Singh Sumbria S/o Sh.

Jagat Singh Sumbria R/o Karnari

(Jakhole) P/o Dhanni Teh & Distt

Kathua on 20-08-2017. 13th Day Kriya

will be performed on 01-09-2017

(Friday) at 2 PM at our residence

(Karnari)

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt. Lakshmi Devi - Wife

Sh. Karan Singh Sumbria - Brother

Smt. Kanta Devi - Sister

Sons & Daughters-in-law

Sh. Ranjeet Singh Sumbria & Neeru Sumbria

Sh. Sanjeev Singh Sumbria & Jawala Sumbria

Sh. Amarjeet Singh Sumbria & Ranjana Sumbria

Daughters & Sons-in-law

Smt. Anju Devi & Parshtom Singh Jamwal

Smt. Sushama Devi & Rakesh Singh Jasrotia

Great Grand Childrens: Krish, Ashman, Simrathi, Aarav

Mob.No: 9797569075, 9858211035

Sh. Swaran
Singh Sumbria 

OBITUARY
With profound grief and sorrow, we regret
to inform you the sad & untimely demise
of our beloved Smt Vijay Koul W/o Sh
Pran Nath Koul R/o Kharyar Kralkhud,
Habba Kadal Sgr at present H.No 56,
Lane No 11, Gurah Keran Barnai
Bantalab Jammu on 25th August 2017
(Friday) at 7.30 PM. Tenth Day Kriya will
be performed at Muthi Ghat near Director
School Education on 3rd September at
8.30 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Sh Pran Nath Koul -Husband
Miss Abina Koul -Daughter
Kak, Bhat, Dhar & Samast Parivar
9820537403

Smt Vijay Koul 

UTHALA
With profound grief and sorrow, we in-

form the sad and untimely demise of

our beloved Shri Makhan Lal Sharma

S/o Late Sain Das R/o H.No. 482 Sec-3

Channi Himmat Jammu. UTHALA will

be performed on Friday Ist September

at Panch Mandir Channi Himmat Sec-2

Near Police Station at 5:00 PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Sunita Sharma - Wife

Sons and Daughters-in-law

Sh.Devinder Sharma and Smt. Monika Sharma

Sh. Anil Sharma and Smt. Pooja Sharma

Grandsons and Daughters

Krish Sharma, Tushita Sharma, Ranu Sharma, Shriya

Sharma, Kyra Sharma

Daughters and Son-in-laws

Smt. Rakhi Walecha & Sri Pankaj Walecha

Smt. Rosy Tyagi & Sh. Vikas Tyagi

MOB : 9018023409, 9419142912

Shri Makhan Lal
Sharma 

KRIYA/UTHALA
With profound grief & sorrow, we in-

form the sad demise of Late Smt Shanti

Devi W/o Late Sh Tara Chand Malguria

of Durang Teh Billawar Distt Kathua

who expired on 19-8-2017 after brief ill-

ness. Kriya will be performed on 31-8-

2017 at our residence. Uthala will be

performed on 1-9-2017 at our resi-

dence at 4 PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Sons & Daughters-in-Law

Sh Ramesh Chander Gupta & Smt Susheela Devi

(Retd Rev Dept) (ICDS)

Subash Chander Gupta & Smt Sharda Devi

(Govt Contractor) (ACDPO)

Inder Bhushan Gupta (Advocate) & Smt Anita 

Grand Son & Daughter-in-Law

Ashwani Gupta & Mrs Kohima Gupta (Farmer Choice)

Er Raghav

Grand Daughters & Sons-in-Law

Mr Rajesh Gupta (Advocate High Court) & Mrs Rishu Gupta 

Mr Pankaj Gupta (Teacher) & Mrs Savita Gupta

Mr Ranjish Gupta & Mrs Madhu Gupta

Mr Rakesh Gupta (Indian Army) & Mrs Ratika Gupta

Dr Pallavi Mahajan

Great Grand Childrens : Pranjal, Kana, Yashu, Parth, Gunu,

Virnda, Kavya, Anvi

Mob : 9419354960, 9796491819, 9419149124, 9419149060

Smt Shanti Devi

OBITUARY
With profound grief and sorrow, we in-

form the sad demise of our beloved

Karmayogini Smt. Jaikishori Koul W/o

Late Shri Triloki Nath Koul of Wanpoh

Anantnag presently at 419-A

Vardhman Nagar AIIMS Road Jodhpur

on 25.08.2017. 10TH DAY KRIYA shall

be held on 03.09.2017 at Jodhpur.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Son & Daughter-in-law

Sh. Virender Koul & Kiran Koul 08619314336

Daughter & Son-in-law

Sh. Chaman Lal Zutshi & Kunden Zutshi

Smt. Manmohini Dassi

Brothers-in-law & Sisters-in-law

Sh. Sunder Lal Koul & Kamla Koul 09418042525

Sh. Tej Nath Koul & Vijay Koul

Smt. Jaikishori
Koul

10TH DAY KRIYA
With profound grief & sorrow, we regret

to inform the sad demise of our beloved

Sh Shyam Lal Raina R/o Lariyar Tral at

Present House No. 98, Main Lane,

Manorama Vihar, Bohri, Talab Tillo,

Jammu on 23rd August, 2017. 10th

Day Kriya will be performed on

Thursday 31st August, 2017 at 8.00

AM at Muthi Ghat Bridge Near Director

of School Education Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt. Shyam Rani Raina - Wife

Santosh Raina - Daughter-in-law

Son & Daughter-in-law

Ravinder Raina & Dazy Ambardar

Santosh & K.L Thaploo - Daughter & Son-in-law

Doora & P.L Dhar - Daughter & Son-in-law

Veena & Satish Bambroo - Daughter & Son-in-law

Namrata & Jitender - Grand Daughter & Grand Son-in-law

Raman Raina & Anu - Grand Son & Grand Daughter-in-law

Ayushi & Aditya Raina

Grand Daughter & Grand Son

All Grand & Great Grand Children

Mobile No: 9419186560, 9922007751

Sh Shyam Lal
Raina

10TH DAY KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we re-

gret to inform the sad demise of Sh.

Omkar Nath Koul S/o Late V.N. Koul of

Jawar Nagar Srinagar at present

House No.-47, Vidhya Nagar P.O.

Kuldeep Nagar, Nanhera Road

Ambala Cantt, Haryana on

23.08.2017. TENTH DAY KRIYA will be

performed on 01.09.2017 (Friday) at

11.00 A.M. at Jansui Head Ambala City.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt. Phoola Koul-Wife

Sh. T.N. Munshi-Brother-in-law

Smt. & Sh. B.K. Koul-Brother & Bhabi

Sons & Daughter-in-laws

Smt. Suneeta Koul & Sh. Kuldeep Koul

Smt. Tulsi & Sh. Ravinder Koul

Smt. Nirmal Malik-Daughter

Smt. Menakshi-Daughter

Smt. & Sh. R.L. Dhar-Sister-in-law

Sh. B.K. Tagnno-B-in-law

Grand Children: Swati, Anand, Sumit, Karn & Aanchel

Mob: 0171-2611186, 7206818410, 9813486621 & 9815980978

Sh. Omkar Nath
Koul 

OBITUARY
With profound grief and sorrow, we re-

gret to inform you the sad demise of our

beloved Smt Sheela Regu W/o Shri

Ram Krishen Regu (Sharma) originally

R/o Kocha Nidian, Motiyar, Rainanari,

Srinagar at present WZ-72 A, Om

Vihar, Phase -2, Uttam Nagar, New

Delhi on 26th August, 2017. TENTH

DAY KRIYA will be performed on 4th

September, 2017 at Canal, Sector-18,

Rohini, Near DTC Bus Depo., New

Delhi at 9 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Raj Dulari Regu - Sister-in-law

Ram Krishen Regu - Husband

Girja and Vinod Regu - Daughter-in-law & Son

Rakhi and Ravi Regu -do-

Reeta and Kanwal Regu -do-

Sunita and Daleep Handoo - Daughter & Son-in-law

Asha Kiran and Amit Handoo - do-

Grand Childrens

Komal, Urvi, Riya, Anant, Aakash, Mayank, Jenisha, Vedha

Smt Sheela
Regu

UTHALA
With profound grief and sorrow, we in-

form you the sad demise of our beloved

Sh. Dwarka Nath Gupta S/o Lt Sh.

Sadhu Ram R/o H.No.3, Ward No.3,

(Near Dream Land School) Old

Janipur, Jammu on 21 August, 2017.

Uthala will be performed on 2nd Sept,

2017 Saturday at Shiv Shakti Mandir

near Govt Quarters, Janipur from 4 to 5

PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Sudha Gupta - Wife

Daughter & Son-in-law

Vandana Bamotra & Mr. Satish Chander

Vishal Gupta & Sheetal Gupta - Son & Daughter-in-law

Amit Gupta & Upasna Gupta

Grand Children: Satvik Gupta, Aasthik Gupta, Ridhi Gupta,

Niharika Gupta

9906211022, 9906048112, 9906132952

Sh. Dwarka Nath
Gupta

OBITUARY/UTHALA
With profound grief and sorrow, we in-

form the sad demise of our beloved

Smt. Khema Devi, W/o Lt. Pyare Lal

Sharma, R/o Sudan Nagar, Miran

Sahib on 20.8.2017 (Sunday).

Dharamshant will be performed on

Thursday, 31st August, 2017 at our res-

idence. Uthala will be performed at

Fortune Palace (Maralian Road),

Miran Sahib on Friday 1st September,

2017 from 4 pm to 5 pm.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Son & Daughter-in-Law

Prof. Sudesh Kumar Sharma & Sharda Sharma

Daughters & Sons-in-Law

Ved Kumari & Giridhari Lal Raina

Swatanter & Kasturi Lal Sharma

Parveen & Prem Nath Sharma

Grandsons & Grand Daughters-in-Law

Priyesh Sharma & Shailja

Ayush Sharma & Neha

Manntavye & Aarav- Great Grand Sons

Mob.: 9419797449, 9796002400

Smt. Khema
Devi

OBITUARY
With profound grief and sorrow we re-

gret to inform the sad demise of Smt.

Susheela Wali W/o Sh. P.N. Wali R/o

472, Jawahar Nagar, Srinagar A/p 17-

E, Habitat Crest Opp. Zuri Hotel Hoodi

Bangalore - 560048. Tenth Day will be

performed at Sriranga-Patnam on 5th

Sept., 2017.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Walis, Rainas and Dembis

Ph.: 09880740902

Smt. Susheela
Wali

10TH DAY
With profound grief and sorrow, we

want to inform you that our beloved Sh.

Subash Chander Sharma S/o Late Sh.

Govind Ram resident of 73-A, Chand

Nagar, jammu has left for heavenly

abode on 22.08.2017. 10th Day will be

performed at Mahajan Hall, Shalamar

Road on 31st August, 2017 at 10 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Prity Sharma -Wife

Sh. Ram Nath Sharma -Brother

Sh Parshotam Sharma -Brother

Smt. Kanachan Sharma -Bhabhi

Sister

Smt. Pushpa Sharma W/o Lt. Sh. O.P. Sharma

Sh. Nipun Sharma -Son

Smt. Priyanka Sharma -Daughter-in-law

Sh. Rishi Sharma -Son

Smt. Shivani Sharma -Daughter-in-law

Sh. Sanjay Bali -Son-in-law

Smt. Saloni Bali -Daughter

Sh. Hemant Tiwari -Son-in-law

Smt. Supriya Tiwari –Daughter

Grand Children: Anchita,

Archit, Agrim, Alaina, Aarya and Aadya

Mob: 9858511539,9419201549, 9419187542,9419141504

Sh. Subash
Chander Sharma

10TH DAY/KRIYA
With profound grief & sorrow, inform

the sad demise of our beloved Late Sh

Rajinder  Kumar (Shanku) S/o Late Sh

Birbal R/o Simbal More R.S Pura,

Jammu. Tenth Day will be performed

on 31-8-17 (Thursday) at our resi-

dence at 10 am Morning. Kriya will be

performed on 31-8-17 at our residence

at 10 am Morning.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Bhagat Family

Contact No. 88037-06420, 94192-41197, 9596810117

Sh Rajinder
Kumar

10TH DAY/KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we

regret to inform the sad and un-

timely demise of our beloved Sh.

Narinder  Singh S/o Lt. Raj Devi

and Lt. Hira Singh Blowria R/o 154,

Raj Tilak Road, Purani Mandi,

Jammu. TENTH DAY will be per-

formed at Rani Talab Mandir at 11

A.M. on 31-8-2017. KRIYA will be

performed at our residence on 3-9-

2017.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt Neha Blowria -Wife

Daughter & Son-in-law

Nonika & Sunil Jamwal

Nikhil Blowria -Son

Bhabhis & Brothers

Smt Shakuntla & Sh Rajinder Singh

Smt Raj Devi & Sh Gulab Singh

Smt Veena Devi & Sh Doulat Singh

Smt Chander Prabha & Sh Bhawani Singh

Smt Rama & Sh Surinder Singh

Sisters & Jijas

Smt Sureshta & Sh M S Thakur

Smt Sunita & Sh P S Wazir

Mobile No. 9419120105, 9469281575

Sh. Narinder
Singh

10TH DAY KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we

hereby inform the sad demise of our

beloved Pushkar Nath Raina originally

resident of Seer Jagir Sopore presently

House No.29 Ajit Colony Gole Gujral

Jammu on 27-08-2017. Tenth Day

Kriya will be performed at Muthi Ghat

near Directorate of Education on 05-

09-2017 (Tuesday) at 9 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Shmt Asha Raina -Wife

Ajay & Fancy Raina -Son & Daughter-in-law

Anil & Bhavna Raina --do--

Nancy & P.K Pandita -Daughter & Son-in-law

Basanti & R.L Dhar --do--

Lalita & C.J Tickoo --do--

Savitri & S.K Tickoo --do--

Pummy & R.N Raina --do--

Phone: 9086067808, 9797677056

Pushkar Nath
Raina 

SHADMOS/MASWAR
Six months have elapsed, when you left
for Param Dham the ‘’ultimate truth” your
memories never faded from our heart and
will continue to remain for ever as a
source of inspiration. We pray to God to
let your noble soul rest in eternal peace.
SHADMOS & MASVAR of our father Lt.
Sh. Moti Lal Tickoo S/o Lt. Hari Ram
Tickoo R/o Wadwan Badgam shall be
performed on 31 Aug and 1 of Sep. 2017
at our residence H. No. 19/1 Saraswati
Vihar, Tomal, Bohri, Jammu.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY:
Kemta Shori-Wife
Sons & Daughter-in-laws
Sanjay Tickoo & Purshotama Tickoo
Sandeep Tickoo & Jyoti Tickoo
Daughter & Son-in-law
Monika Kaul & Ravinder Kaul 
Mobile: 9797548912

Sh. Moti Lal
Tickoo

TENTH DAY
With profound grief and sorrow, we re-
gret to inform that Sh. Sat Pal Sharma,
CA S/o Sh. Des Raj Sharma left for
heavenly abode on 22nd Aug 17.
TENTH DAY will be performed on 31st
Aug 2017 (Thursday) at our residence
Kothi No. 7, Lane No. 2, Shakti Nagar,
Jammu at 10.30 A.M.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt. Manju Sharma-Wife
(Retd. Jt. Director)
Vineet Sharma & Guneet Sharma-Sons
Daughter & Son-in-laws
Mrs Surbhi Sharma & Dr Bhavesh Sharma
Brothers & Bhabhis
Smt. Sunita & Sh. Ramesh Chander Sharma (Retd. KAS)
Smt. Chanderlekha & Sh. Yash Pal Sharma (Teacher)
Smt. Upasana & Sh. Bharat Bhushan (Account Officer)
Smt. Savita & Er. Satish Chander (Sr. Project Engineer JAL)
Madan Lal Sharma & Sudesh Bala-Brother-in-law & Sister
Rajinder Magotra & Sunita Sharma-Brother-in-law & Sister
0191-2580644, 9796257567

Sh. Sat Pal
Sharma
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Investiture 
ceremony at BSF
School Jammu  
Jammu, Aug 30: 

The investiture ceremony of BSF School
Jammu for the academic session 2017-18 was
held in a special assembly at the school
premises. It was conducted with a high de-
gree of sincerity and enthusiasm. The cere-
mony was held with lots of zeal and zest. It
commenced with pinning of badges and
flaps to the elected leaders by Honourable
Principal Dr S K Shukla followed by staff
members. The student’s council took the
pledge to hold the school motto “Darkness to
Light” in high esteem. Shubham Kumar
was elected as the school captain while
Abhijeet Parihar and Smily Thapa were
elected as Head Boy and Head Girl respec-
tively. With pride and sense of achievement
surging in their hearts, the prefectorial
board came forward to shoulder their re-
sponsibilities. Principal Dr S K Shukla em-
phasized and stressed on the importance of
honesty, integrity and hardwork as vital
qualities for positions of dignity. He said, “I
hereby congratulate every post holder and
advise them to be able leaders by developing
leadership qualities. The ability to over-
come challenges, a resilient attitude and
dedication are the true qualities of a suc-
cessful leader.” The function concluded
with the vote of thanks by the CCA Incharge
Mrs Urnima Thaploo PGT (History).

Bhim Singh to attend
JKNPP Preparatory
Committee Meeting on 3rd Sept. at Jammu   

Jammu Aug 30

Prof.Bhim Singh, Chief Patron of National
Panthers Party shall attend the Preparatory
Committee Meeting for the Delegate
Session on 3rd September, 2017 at NPP
Headquarters, Gandhinagar, Jammu Tawi.
The 33rd National Convention of the JKNPP
is being held at Gandhinagar, Jammu Tawi
to elect the Chairman, President of the
National Panthers Party as well as 16 mem-
bers of the Working Committee. Prof.Bhim
Singh shall also visit some of the districts in
J&K before 9th September, 2017 as election
by the delegates (+500) shall be attending
delegate session from Ladakh, Kashmir
Valley as well as Jammu Pradesh. Mr.
Harsh Dev Singh and Mr. Balwant Singh
Mankotia are the Chairman and President
respectively of the JKNPP. The nomination
forms shall be filed by 3rd September, 2017.
Mr. P.K. Ganjoo, Sr. Vice President-JKNPP
and the Founding Member of the Party is the
Returning Officer with S. Paramjit Singh
Marshall as Deputy Returning Officer. Mr.
Bansi Lal Sharma, Advocate and Political
Advisor of the party is the Convenor of the
JKNPP’s National Delegate Session.

Army Organises Amity Meeting
At Nambal In Poonch District
Jammu: 30 August 

Army organised an Amity meeting at
Nambal in Poonch district, today to en-
hance contact with locals to have better
understanding of people. The meeting
was attended by large number of villagers
from Nambal. Amongst those present
were the Sarpanch of the village, reli-
gious teachers and prominent members of
the society. The interaction was spread-
ing awareness amongst the locals about
role of the Army in Nation building and
welfare activities being undertaken by
the Army in the area. The participants ap-
plauded the work undertaken by the
Army especially in the area of youth em-
powerment by means of various skill de-
velopment courses.

RAJOURI, AUG 30: 

Terming LoC firing
as frustration of
Pakistan, Member
Legislative Council and
Senior BJP leader
Advocate Vibodh Gupta
has said that Modi’s hard
stand against terrorism
has cracked spinal cord
of terrorism in Jammu &
Kashmir where 168 ter-
rorists have been killed
in one year in successful
operation All Out. While
addressing party work-
ers meeting at Dhamna ,
Vibodh said that it is due
to Prime Minister’s Zero
Tolerance on terrorism
that hardcore terrorists
are being hunted by
Army in Operation All
Out in Kashmir and
every last terrorists will
be eliminated from
Jammu & Kashmir very
soon. Appreciating state
and centre government
over adopting tough
stand against militancy,
Vibodh said that as per
official figures 168 terror-
ists have been gunned
down from July 2016 to
August 2017 and security
forces have planned to
flush out every last ter-

rorist from Kashmir
Valley. “BJP
Government at Centre
and BJP-PDP
Government has adopted
zero tolerance approach
against terrorism and it
is giving better results’’,
he said adding that due to
daily operation against
terrorists, Pakistan is
frustrated and has resort-
ed LoC and Border firing.
Terming crackdown of
NIA on separatists as
need of the hour, Vibodh
said that when funding to
terrorists and separatists

were stopped, Pakistan
started firing on borders
to infiltrate terrorists,
weapon and money but
Indian Army has given
befitting reply all times.
‘’Frustrated Pakistan has
now no option to remain
silent and address their
local issues in Pakistan’’,
he added. The MLC also
appreciated great efforts
of Centre for ending
Dokhlam deadlock. He
said that China is aware
about the powerful status
of India on International
domain and China will

never do any blunder. He
said that India is not 1962
India when it was just 17
years old Country. ‘’We
are now 72 years old India
and we have capacity to
give befitting reply’’,
Vibodh said appreciating
diplomatic solution of
Dokhlam issue. He said
that it is the policy of PM
Narendra Modi to behave
like good neighbourers
with the neighbouring
countries but at the same
time India is enough pow-
erful to deal any situation
at its own. The MLC also

appreciated State
Government for
strengthening relation
with Centre in the inter-
est of the people of this
state. He said that ce-
menting relation can be
fruitful for peace and de-
velopment. He added that
Chief Minister of the
state is getting every sup-
port from Centre and cor-
dial relation is ultimately
helping the people of the
state. Speaking on the oc-
casion Ashok Kumar,

District President of
BJP, SC Morch said that
Modi Government has
given equal rights to all
and everybody who is cit-
izen of the country are
feeling safe and proud.He
also thanked Hon'able
MLC Vibodh Gupta for
releasing  Rs. 2.00 Lacs
out of his Constituency
Development Scheme for
construction of  Multi-
Purpose Hall. Other who
present on the occasion
include  Ex Sarpanch
Dhanwan, Rakesh Raina,
Mandal President
Koushel Kumar, Suresh
kumar, Kewal kumar,
Om parkash, Romesh
chander.

Modi’s zero tolerance on terrorism
yielding results in Kashmir: Vibodh

Jammu, August 30: 

The five day multimedia
exhibition titled Naya Bharat
– Ham Karke Rahenge con-
cluded today at Kala Kendra
Jammu. The exhibition was
put up by the Field
Exhibition Office, Jammu of
Directorate of Advertising
and Visual Publicity (DAVP),
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Government of
India for Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs and
Housing & Urban
Development Corporation
(HUDCO). Dr. Jitendra
Singh, Hon’ble MoS Ministry
of Development of North
Eastern Region (Independent

Charge), Prime Minister’s
Office, Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions in-
augurated the exhibition on
26th August 2017. The exhibi-
tion was based on Sankalp Se
Siddhi – Honourable Prime
Minister’s vision of building
a New India by freeing India
of Garbage, Poverty,
Corruption, Terrorism,
Casteism and Communalism
by 2022. Information about
the flagship programs of
Government of India like
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Digital India, Beti Bachao -
Beti Padhao, Smart Cities,
Fasal Bima Yojna and initia-
tives like Goods and Services
Tax, Demonetisation etc. was

exhibited through a series of
photo panels and audio-visu-
al displays. The exhibition al-
so highlighted the important
aspects of Freedom Struggle
of India like the 1857- First
War of Independence, Non-
Cooperation Movement,
Dandi March, Quit India
Movement (August Kranti)
and Making of the
Constitution, Parliamentary
Democracy Integration of
states post Independence
through photo features dis-
played at the exhibition.
Theme based cultural pro-
grams were presented by the
artists of Song & Drama
Division throughout the five
days the exhibition.

Jammu, August 30: 

In its endeavour to come
up with theatre workshop
every month, Natrang
Jammu is going to organise
‘Production Oriented
Theatre Workshop’ from 5th
of September, 2017 at
Natrang Studio Theatre,
Jammu. This workshop will
have special focus on various
aspects of   acting. In its con-
tinuous effort to provide
training and generate aware-
ness about theatre among
youth, Natrang Jammu al-
ways endeavours to organise
Acting workshops for fresh-
ers at Natrang Studio
Theatre, Kachi Chawni,
Jammu. Director Natrang,
Padamshree Balwant
Thakur informed that this
exclusive Acting Workshop
will introduce elementary
aspects of acting processes
and also will meet a very no-
ble purpose of making youth
aware about their strengths
and weaknesses which is

must for their overall person-
ality development. Theatre
certainly hones the skills of
its practitioners and makes
them more confident, cre-
ative, imaginative and spon-
taneous that is why Natrang
keeps on organizing such
workshops for the benefit of
the youth, the future of the
State. Most importantly the-
atre helps in sharpening the
communication skills of the
participants. Moreover in
last few years there is a grow-

ing demand of actors in the
industry of theatre, events,
television and films and just
to respond to that, Natrang
has taken the initiative to
help, support and train the
fresh talents. Jammu in last
few years has been very pop-
ular in the theatre and televi-
sion industry and many
young talents from Jammu
have made a huge name in
theatre, films and TV indus-
try. Many known faces of tel-
evision like Harish Khanna

(Saat Khoon Maaf, Film)
Bhanu Goswami (Special
Squad, Har Kadam Par Shaq,
Hamari Sister Didi) Sunil
Palwal ( Jolly LLB2, Maha
Kumb, 24 ‘Mughal-e-Aazam’
‘Yeh Dil Ramta Yogi’,
‘Chehra-the unknown mask’,
‘Satin Sin B’s’,  MTV Rush,
Shapptah, Rakshak, Sapne
Suhaane Ladakpan Ke)
Neelu Dogra (1971
Film)Mohit Raina (Devon Ke
Dev Maha Dev) Anjali Abrol
(Raja Ki Aayegi Baraat,
Nachh Baliye, Singh Sahab
The Great), Juhi Singh
(Yahaan, Film) Maansi
Sharma (Saavdhaan India,
Jugaadi.com-Punjabi Movie,
Malyalam Film-Acha Din,
Aasmaan Se Aage, Devon Ke
Dev Mahadev, Mahabharat,
Pavitra Rishta, Pyaar Ko Ho
Jaane Do) Neelam Pathania (
Badi Door Se Aaye Hai) Ekta
Kaul (Rabb Se Sona Ishq,
Tere Angne Mei, Ek Rishta
Aisa Bhi, Bade Acche Lagte
Hai, Jhalak Dikhla Ja-
Season 6, Box Cricket

League, Yeh Hai Aashiqi),
Tajasvi Sharma (Bhanwar),
Mohit Sharma ( Koi Laut Ke
Aaya Hai, Akbar Birbal, CID,
Super Cops vs Super Villain,
Crime Petrol, Kabool Hai,
Guddu Ki Gun Movie, Sun
Yaar Try Maar, Beintehaa,
Mahi Sagar, Jamai Raja) and
Pankush Verma (Kabool Hai,
Saavdhan India, CID, Super
Cops vs Supper Villain)
Vrinda Gujral (Sabse Bada
Kakalar) are from Jammu
and most of them are the
products of similar kind of
Natrang’s workshops and
training programmes. All
those who want to be a part of
this training programme and
are above 16 years of age may
immediately contact Natrang
office situated at Municipal
Building, Tange Wali Gali,
Palace Road Jammu or may
mail requests to natrangjam-
mu@gmail.com or telephoni-
cally approach the coordina-
tor of the workshop on
7006056989, 9419106669,
9906048670 and 0191-2578337.

Natrang to organise Production Oriented Theatre Workshop

Jammu, AUG.30: 

An awareness lecture on
the maintenance of oral
health and common diseases
associated with oral cavity

was today organized in the
seminar hall of the Statistics
dept, University of
Jammu.<Dr. Gautam
Sharma, Dental Surgeon of

the University and Ex-
President of Indian Dental
Association (IDA) Jammu,
was the resource person on
the occasion who gave his
power-point presentation to
the newly inducted Assistant
Professors in the University
of Jammu as well as various
colleges of Jammu. This lec-
ture is one in the series of
various lectures spanning
over four weeks of orienta-
tion course. Prof. Pankaj
Srivastava, Head of Geology
Deptt. was also present dur-
ing the presentation.
Dr.Gautam in his lecture,
discussed the general oral

problems been faced by chil-
dren, adults and elderly pop-
ulation. He also discussed
the various habits in chil-
dren which may lead to mal-
occlusion and other physio-
logic and esthetic defects. He
said that majority of popula-
tion is suffering from gum
disease and caries which if
not treated at an early stage
can lead to loss of teeth.
Dr.Gautam discussed vari-
ous pre-malignant and malig-
nant lesions of the oral cavi-
ty, the most potent etiologi-
cal factor for which is chew-
ing tobacco. He stressed that
everyone must visit a dentist

every six months for evalua-
tion of their dental health. It
is pertinent to mention that
Dr.Gautam Sharma has re-
ceived an award of outstand-
ing president of IDA for his
outreach activities regard-
ing organization of oral
check-up camps and lectures
as a part of public health
awareness to the masses in
the remote parts of J&K as
well as for organizing vari-
ous scientific seminars for
the dentists. He is only recip-
ient of this award till date in
the state from National Head
Office of the Indian Dental
Association.

Awareness Lecture on Oral Health organized at JU 

JAMMU, Aug. 30: 

BJP State General Secretary,
Harinder Gupta visited the Akhnoor
area to take the meeting of State
Office Bearers, District team, Morcha
Presidents, Mandal Presidents,
Mandal General Secretaries in the on-
going schedule of Pravas by the State
General Secretaries in the various re-
gions of State. State Vice-President
Bharat Bhushan, MLA Akhnoor,
Rajeev Sharma, MLA Chamb, Dr.
Krishan Bhagat, State Additional
Office Secretary Suresh Sharma and
District President Manmohan also
accompanied the State General
Secretary in the meeting.

Harinder Gupta, while address-
ing the leaders present in the meet-
ing, sought the details of organiza-
tional and developmental pro-
grammes organized in the District
during the last year. He said that the
BJP is celebrating the birth cente-
nary year of great ideologist, Pandit
Deen Dayal Upadhayay, who worked
throughout his life to raise the voice
of the unheard and to bring about the
social and political reform in the
Nation, without caring for his person-
al needs or health.

Harinder Gupta, promoting the
two way interaction in the session,
stressed for regular sittings and meet-
ings in between all the office bearers
of the party. He also detailed about
the forthcoming programmes of the
party to be organized in District. He
urged the party activists to take and
celebrate the 6 party programmes at
every booth in area like a festival,

while working for the benefit of com-
mon masses. He asked that every ac-
tivist must listen to “Mann Ki Baat”
in public gathering. He also sought
the details of others programmes like
tree plantation, Swacch Bharat,
Health Camps etc. being done by
them.

Harinder Gupta asked the party
leaders to plan efficiently for the
forthcoming programmes of the par-
ty, by taking into confidence all the
senior leaders of the party. He told
them that the key to success lies in the
execution of step by step, all the
points discussed in the meetings ear-
lier. He also prompted them to start
preparing for the general
Parliamentary elections of 2019, by
addressing to every problem of public
and taking every beneficial scheme of
Government to them. While asking
them to extend their reach to every
single house of the area, he asked
them to address the public issues at
the war level so as to mitigate any
type of suffering being face by the
common masses.

Rajeev Sharma assured the State
General Secretary that every possible
effort will be done to take all the offi-
cial machinery to the doorsteps of the
common masses, so that every admin-
istrative and other works of public
could be accomplished. Dr. Krishan
Bhagat said that, being the elected
representative of the public, it is the
responsibility of an MLA to attend to
every need of the public. He also said
that he is working with the mantra of
“Nation First” in his mind.

Harinder Gupta addresses
party leaders’ meet at Akhnoor

Jammu, August 30:  

Three days’ awareness
campaign launched by the
Directorate of Field Publicity,
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Government of
India, Units Leh, Rajouri &
Chadoora concluded at
Sankoo in Kargil district. Haji
Inayat Ali, Chairman
Legislative Council J&K was
the Chief Guest while as Shri
Kacho Ahmad Ali Khan, Chief
Executive Councilor, LAHDC
Kargil was the Guest of
Honour. The programme was
aimed at spreading aware-
ness among rural masses
about New India Manthan
‘Share ideas for a new India’.
New India Manthan is the
best way to come together and
set the foundation of working
together for a new India. The
concept is to bring together
people from all age groups
willing to engage in intellec-
tually stimulating discus-
sions on how India should be
in 2022 with the slogan
“NAYE BHARAT KA MAN-
THAN-SANKALP SE SID-
DHI”. The programme also
spread awareness on various
centrally sponsored schemes
viz. Fasal Bema Yojana,
Swacch Bharat Mission,
Pardhan Mantri  Suraksha
Bema Yojana , Pardhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Beema

Yojana,  Atal Pension Yojana ,
Mudra Yojana, Start Up India
etc.  The Chief Guest Haji
Anayat Ali appreciated the ef-
forts of Directorate of Field
Publicity for spreading
awareness to reach the re-
motest corners of the Kargil
district including Sankoo
Block. He urged the gathering
to spread the information
about various centrally spon-
sored schemes which were
taken up at the special out-
reach programme organized
by Directorate of Field
Publicity. He added that peo-
ple cannot avail benefits of
various schemes unless made
familiar with the schemes. He
demanded that Field
Publicity Unit at Kargil
should be made functional to
spread various awareness
programmes of the govern-
ment at grass-root level. Shri
Khan in his address said that
with the help of awareness
about various centrally spon-
sored schemes, people by and
large can become self-reliant.
Shri Vishal Khajuria, Officer
In-charge DFP, Unit Leh in
his address gave brief
Introduction of DFP and its
functioning at the grass-root
level. He in his address said
that DFP J&K is organizing
such programmes in far flung
and remote areas throughout
the state. 

DFP awareness campaign
concludes at Kargil

Naya Bharat exhibition
concludes at Jammu

Jammu, August 30:

Army is organising three days village
sports competition for school children
commencing from 29 August 2017 at vil-
lage Keri in Rajouri district to encourage
the students for healthy living and develop
sportsman spirit. The event is also to do a
talent hunt in the field of sports identifying
persons who can take up sports as a career.
Various track and field events like
Sprints, Long Jump, High Jump etc were
included in the competition. Children

from Nine Government Primary, Middle
and Higher Secondary Schools from the
villages Agarathi, Namblan, Shahpur,
Sasalkot, Jabba, Doongi and Sawni partic-
ipated in the competition with enthusi-
asm and zeal. The competition will culmi-
nate on 31 August 2017. The event was in-
augurated by Commanding Officer of
Rashtriya Rifles and was attended by large
no of villagers and school children of the
area who thoroughly enjoyed the event.
Such events are conducted by the Army in
consultation with the villagers.  

Jammu, August 30-

The State Govt has provid-
ed a special grant of Rs. 20 lakh
for renovation and upgrada-
tion of the Higher Secondary
School for Deaf and Dumb.
Work on the project com-
menced here today at a simple
ceremony. It was formally in-
augurated by two differently
abled tiny tots of the School.
The R&B Deptt has been en-
trusted with this work.  Under
the project, a recreational room
will be added to the school to
provide recreational facilities
to the students. The school is be-
ing given proper and safe elec-
trical system with under-
ground fittings. The class
rooms will be properly titled.
The school will get much need-
ed facelift. The School is being
run by a noted NGO, J&K

Samaj Kalyan Kendra to pro-
vide education up to Higher
Secondary level totally free of
cost. The School is first of its
kind in the State. The Central
Government Pensioners’
Welfare Association has adopt-
ed the School under SANKALP
programme launched by the
Deptt of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare of Govt of
India. On the occasion, the
President of Samaj Kalyan
Kendra (SKK), K B Jandial
thanked the State Govt, espe-
cially Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti, former Chief
Secretary B R Sharma and pres-
ent Chief Secretary B B Vyas
for their wholehearted support
and patronage by sanctioning
special grant to this Institution
and hoped that this patronage
would be forthcoming in future
as well to render best possible

facilities to these hearing and
speech impaired children. The
School will soon have its own
Website which is currently un-
der construction. Last year, the
School was got registered with
Union Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment un-
der Deendayal Disabled
Rehabilitation Scheme. The
State Social Welfare Deptt is al-
so providing help in shape of
grant and scholarships to the
students. Among those present
on the occasion included
Patron Inderjeet Khajuria,
Vice President M L Sharma,
General Secretary J K Vaid,
Treasurer M N Sharma, former
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forest P P Sharma, and B B
Magotra, O P Verma senior
members of the NGO, AEE
R&B Yasir Kitchloo and
Principal Roshan Bhan.

Renovation work of Deaf,
Dumb School started

Army conducts village sports
competition at Rajouri

Jammu, Aug. 30:

Lambasting State
Government for its failure to
solve day-today problems of the
common masses, Provincial
president of Awami National
Conference (ANC) for Jammu,
Gian Singh today said that mis-
eries of the people have in-
creased manifold and Coalition
Govt has miserably failed to
provide any relief to common
masses. Addressing meeting of
party workers at Provincial of-
fice, Singh alleged that the pres-
ent coalition Govt in the State
has failed on all fronts. The peo-
ple of Jammu are experiencing
difficulties due to the shortage

of electricity, erratic water sup-
ply and scarcity of ration at the
ration depots. He said the au-
thorities are not paying any at-
tention to these burning prob-
lems of the common man.
Singh expressed his concern
over the recent statements
made by various political lead-
ers during their recent political
rallies. He said such statements
for seeking public attention
will not only be detrimental for
the secular fabric of the State
but will create a great void be-
tween the people of two regions.
Singh said that State has been
plunged into unprecedented
crises due to wrong policies of
Govt. He said that during the

last more than two years this
regime has done nothing to
solve problems of the people. He
took the Coalition Government
to task for its failure to provide
even ration to the people in the
urban what to say of rural and
remote belts. Singh said that
this ‘coalition’ was formed
without any programme and
policy and instead of solving ba-
sic problems of the common
masses; leaders of both the par-
ties have been befooling the
people by making false promis-
es. Water shortage, high pres-
sure on our natural resources,
and the looming consequences
of climate Change needs to
adapt a paradigm shift.

Govt fails to ensure essential supplies: ANC

Army Organises
Singing Competition
At Chas, Kishtwar
Jammu: 30 August 

Army organised a “singing
competition” at Chas in
Kishtwar district, today. Total
of 115 students participated and
exhibited their talent.
Jubilation of the young kids was
a true manifestation of Army’s
goodwill.  The event was con-
ducted with an aim to discover
and showcase singing talent
amongst the young students of
Chas. The participants showed
great aptitude and enthusiasm
in the event. In the end, the
Army officials recognising the
efforts of students gave away
prizes to best student from each
class. The event was also wit-
nessed by locals of Chas.
Teachers and students from the
school highly appreciated the ef-
forts of Army towards provid-
ing the students with such activ-
ities which provides impetus to
their all round development.

Army Conducts Pre Recruitment
Training At Ramban 
Jammu: 30 August 

Army organised a Pre-Recruitment
training for the locals of Ramban district, to-
day motivate the youth to choose security
forces as a career and provide all round assis-
tance in training for the upcoming recruit-
ment rallies. Approx 100 locals underwent
pre-recruitment training at Banihal and
Nachlana. The training will also help them to
enhance and improve their personal and so-
cial conduct skills. The youth were trained
for both written and physical test and were
also informed about forthcoming recruit-
ment rallies of Security Forces.     
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Jammu Aug 30:

Congress on Wednesday
accused the BJP-led NDA
governments at the Centre
and J&K of "miserably" fail-
ing to fulfil the promises
made to the people of
state."Both the governments
have miserably failed to pro-
vide any relief to the com-
mon people and to oblige the
promises they had made dur-
ing the election campaign
two and half years back," for-
mer Minister and senior
Congress leader Raman
Bhalla said while interact-
ing with senior citizens in a
meeting  organized by
Senior Citizens’ &
Development  Council
Trikuta Nagar  where promi-
nent persons including
President  Bal Krishan
Gupta,  Ashok Kalshotra,
Jagmohan Gupta, Dalip
Gupta, KL Mangi, Ghan
Sham Gupta, SK Jain, Ex
Corporator  SC Verma,
Krishan Lal Gupta, KS
Arora, Sansar Chand, SC
Gupta, SP Langer beside oth-
ers. On this occasion, senior
citizens remembered and ap-
preciated the works done
during Bhalla’s tenure as
Minister and regretted that
new dispensation has miser-
ably failed to take care of
public issues which are
mounting with every pass-
ing day.During the meeting,
senior citizens highlighted
several issues before the for-
mer Minister like water
scarcity, unscheduled pow-
er cuts, Ration shortage and

many others.  Speaking on
the occasion, Bhalla said
that Government is shying
away from its duty to con-
duct urban local body and
Panchayat elections.
Formation of ULBs ar  must
to empower the people of ur-
ban areas", he said and
added that in a democratic
system it was necessary to
make representative charac-
ter of all democratic institu-
tions to ensure people's par-
ticipation in these institu-
tions. He said that the
Centre has blocked grants
worth crores for urban de-
velopment because the State
Government has failed to
constitute duly elected local
bodies."Priority of this

regime is not to empower
people by strengthening
democratic institutions but
those at the helm of the af-
fairs want to accomplish
their nefarious designs by
controlling such institu-
tions through undemocratic
means", he observed and
cautioned that such attitude
of the ruling party would be
proved disastrous for the
State. "With its assiduous ef-
forts Congress had restored
faith of the people in democ-
racy and democratic institu-
tions but this regime during
last two years has again
shattered people's faith", he
maintained. He called upon
party cadre to prepare for
Panchayat elections and

lambasted the government
for playing with the real
spirit of 73rd amendment
and local self-government
concept. Accusing BJP-PDP
coalition government in
Jammu and Kashmir of hav-
ing failed to address the
problems of the people,
"Since they (BJP-PDP)
joined hands, the miseries of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir have increased
manifolds. While the BJP
cheated people of Jammu,
the people of Kashmir were
cheated by the PDP," Bhalla
said. "More than two years
have passed but they have
failed to fulfill any of the
promises, be it the problems
faced by the border resi-

dents, be it the problems
faced by the farmers, be it
the problems of refugees and
Kashmiri Pandits, this gov-
ernment has done nothing
to address those problems,"
Bhalla added. Bhalla criti-
cized the government on
their failure to fulfil its pre-
poll slogans made to the peo-
ple of Jammu ahead of
Assembly elections. “People
of Jammu who were expect-
ing something fierce and
volcanic from the BJP party
were utterly disillusioned
with the ice cold BJP leader-
ship, which succumbed to
PDP for mere political
gains.

He said that the people
of Jammu region in particu-
lar were feeling cheated and
betrayed as none of the pre-
poll pledges by the BJP dur-
ing elections had been incor-
porated in the agenda of al-
liance.  He regretted that
gullible people of the Jammu
region who had been seduced
and mesmerized by the high-
ly seductive slogans of BJP
were utterly disillusioned
with the Agenda of Alliance
which was still being de-
scribed as ‘sacred’ and ‘vi-
sionary’ by BJP leadership
in their desperation to forge
re-alliance with PDP.  He
said that common masses
were being deprived of their
fundamental rights includ-
ing drinking water, power,
the casual labourers and dai-
ly rated workers were with-
out wages and employees de-
nied their salaries for
months.

Senior citizens interact with former Minister

Coalition Govt regretfully failed to perform
to expectations of people: Bhalla Srinagar, Aug. 30 : 

Overwhelmed with the Congress deci-
sion of  sending the  Party’s Policy Planning
group to the Jammu and Kashmir next
month, Senior Congress leader and former
minister Tariq Hameed Karra has said that it
was a matter of satisfaction that his efforts
have finally began yielding results for which
he is indebted to Party Chief Sonia Gandhi,
Vice President, Rahul Gandi, Head of the
group and Former Prime Minster Dr.
Manhmohan Singh, P. Chidambaram, Gh.
Nabi Azad, , Dr. Karan Singh and  Ambika
Soni .. Congress's policy planning group on
Kashmir is scheduled to visit Jammu and
Kashmir next month for discussions on cur-
rent situation in the state with different sec-
tions of the society, party workers and oppo-
sition parties. The group would be headed by
former Prime Minster Dr. Manmohan Singh.
In a statement on Tuesday, Karra said that
the finalization of dates for the team’s arrival
was a welcome step and hoped the move
would help in assessing the ground situation
in a better way. The team would visit Jammu
on September 10th and Kashmir six days lat-
er on September 16th. Karra who has been in-
strumental in the constitution of the Policy
Planning group said that during his frequent
interactions with the Senior Party leaders in
New Delhi including President Sonia
Gandhi, and vice President Rahul Gandi, he
has been insisting on such endeavors so that
not only the ground situation is understood
in a better way but also the people of Jammu
and Kashmir are given a sense of belonging.
He said that sending the team to Kashmir was
also significant because BJP government has
shut the doors for negotiation and has left no
room for any kind of outreach therefore
Congress endeavor is worth appreciation. He
further said that it is an attempt of ‘handhold-
ing’ from the Congress party and imbibing
sense of self of confidence in the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. Karra added that con-
sidering the situation in Kashmir and the ab-
sence of any reconciliation on ground, he had
suggested, the visits should be scheduled by
or before 27th of August prior to the Supreme
Court hearing on Article 35-A petition. But

the visit has been scheduled in September be-
cause the hearing has been deferred in the
Supreme Court.  He added that Kashmiris
have been marginalized with divisive poli-
tics of PDP- BJP combine and reaching out to
them in the time of distress was indeed a
much needed step.  The former
Parliamentarian further said that he has
been persistently raising the miseries of the
people of the state in the party forum at New
Delhi and sending the team under the leader-
ship of none less than the two time former
Prime Minster Dr. Manmohan Singh was not
only the acknowledgment of his efforts but al-
so depicts the seriousness and the commit-
ment of the Congress high command in en-
gaging with the people in Kashmir. He added
that he has held many rounds of meetings
with Dr. Singh and other senior leaders dur-
ing his recent visits in New Delhi in order to
acquaint them about the prevailing situa-
tion.  While lauding the efforts of the mem-
bers of Policy Planning group, Karra said
that all these leaders have been working ex-
tensively for bringing change in Kashmir sit-
uation and the instant was part of that
process. He hoped, the process would contin-
ue and the people of state are heard at a time
when Government has shut the doors for any
kind of outreach.

JAMMU, Aug. 30: 

National Panthers
Student Union and Young
Panthers today the August 30,
2017, held a “Yuva Rosh
Rally” demanding the scrap-
ping of Article 35 A. Hundreds
of Yuva activists started rally
from JKNPP Office
Gandhinagar raising slogans
“We want Fundamental
Rights” “Revoke Art 35 A”
“Bharat Mata ki Jai”. The ral-
ly was led by Thakur
Virender Singh State
President NPSU while during
the gathering. Mr. Singh said
that only Kashmir leadership
cannot decide the fate of
whole J&K as the matter of
the fact that they alone cannot
impose will on two other re-
gions the Jammu & Ladakh.
Mr. Singh narrated that
Kashmiri leaders are mis-
leading the masses on Article
the 35 A. Article 35 A and 370
are two distinct articles as
former article has nothing is
do with latter article. Mr.
Singh expressed the effects of
Article 35 A in the constitu-

tion of India which has been
working as a double edged
sword rights since 1954 when
35 A was illegally and uncon-
stitutionally inserted in chap-
ter III by the President of
India on May 14 that year. Mr.
Singh said that for last 63
years the people of J&K have
been deprived of their
Fundamental rights by incor-
porating Article 35 A. Being
declared the citizen of India
J&K people are forced to live
without Fundamental rights
and Mr. Singh questioned the
validity of United Front of
Kashmiri leaders protecting
Article 35 A. Mr. Singh said

that Fundamental Rights on
the birth right of every citizen
of India and J&K cannot be
isolated from these rights.
Reacting to the statement of
Kashmiri leader to hire advo-
cate to protect Article 35 A in
Supreme Court, Mr. Singh an-
nounced that NPSU is going
to intervene in the case of
Article 35 A through Prof.
Bhim Singh Sr. Executive
Member of Supreme Court
Bar Association of India as
Council, demanding Scrap of
Article 35 A. While speaking
on this occasion Mr. Partap
Singh Jamwal questioned the
criminal silence of BJP

presently in power that other
wide won the election on the
issue of scrapping Article 35
A. He added that before elec-
tion BJP have promised to
scrap Article 35 A and 370 but
after getting power BJP have
kept silence to ensure that
they remain in power. Partap
added that this dual standard
of BJP have exposed them
completely in front of public
and people have come to
know that BJP have nothing
to do with the Agenda and
people related issues they
BJP only want power and BJP
can compromise anything
just for lust of power.

JAMMU, Aug. 30: 

BJP State Spokesperson,
Prof. Virender Gupta, while re-
acting to the statement of Omar
Abdullah said that there is noth-
ing anti-national if any person is
defending Article 35A.
However, he said that Omar is
creating hype on Article 35A,
when the case of its legality is be-
ing heard in Supreme Court. He
is trying to divide the people on
the regional as well on religion
basis, he further said. He re-
minded Omar that people of
Jammu and Ladakh regions al-
ways opposed the Article 35A
and Article 370 right from the
day of their inception in the
Indian constitution. These were
incorporated in Indian constitu-
tion by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru to
please and placate the Kashmir
leadership without taking peo-

ple of Jammu region and those of
Ladakh into confidence. These
articles may have been helpful
to establish the autocracy of
Kashmiri leaders and to satisfy
their whims, whereas the com-
mon man of the valley has suf-
fered and has remained ag-
grieved. The Spokesperson
made the point that the people of
Jammu and Ladakh regions
have mostly suffered because of
Article 370 and 35A. They were
discriminated against in servic-
es, administration and develop-
ment activities. They have been
being treated as second class cit-
izens. The identity and demog-
raphy of the Jammu and Ladakh
regions are meeting serious
challenges from the Valley lead-
ership. In reply to his charge
that PDP has betrayed the trust
of the Valley people while mak-
ing alliance with BJP, the

Spokesperson said that it equal-
ly applies to NC, when it joined
the government at the Centre led
by Atal Behari Vajpayee. He fur-
ther said that performance of the
present government is for better
than the previous government
led by Omar Abdullah. Many
fold development activities took
place and are being pursued at
present, he said. The
Spokesperson said that continu-
ation of Article 35A in Indian
Constitution depends upon the
judgement of the Supreme
Court and wishes of the people of
the country as a whole. He added
that Article 35A is against the
fundamental rights as defined in
Indian Constitution. He further
said that permanent resident as
defined State Constitution is not
only against the fundamental
rights but is discriminatory
against the fair sex. Such laws

should not sustain and remain
in any civilized country. Prof.
Virender questioned the so
called fairness and judicious ap-
proach of the Kashmiri leaders
who after the judgement of State
High Court in favour of women
folk in Sushila Sawhney V/s
others case, tried to bring legis-
lation called Women
Disqualification Act in the State
Legislature. He also criticized
the exploitation of the people of
the state, particularly of Jammu
region, in the name of Maharaja
Hari Singh by Omar and Co. on
the State Subject issue, though
the Kashmiri leadership and
those at the helm of affairs at the
Centre had badly treated him.
He added that NC leaders even
did not incorporate all the
Classes of State Subjects as de-
fined in Notification1-L/84 of
20th April 1927, issued by

Maharaja Hari Singh. He said
that there were provisions of
providing citizenship to other
persons and companies coming
from outside the state if they ful-
fil the laid down conditions in
the notification for class III and
Class IV state subject and all cat-
egories of state subjects were
given the right to vote in assem-
bly elections. He said that in the
present laws of Permanent
Resident Certificate, a person
from outside the state even after
residing in the state for a period
of one thousand years cannot
bestowed with the resident cer-
tificate. It is criminal and viola-
tion of Human Right that West
Pakistan Refugees after seventy
years of residing in the State,
are deprived of Permanent
Resident Certificate and of the
benefits accrue because of the
certificate.

Judgement of SC on 35A shall prevail: Prof. Varinder

Karra overwhelmed with announcement
of Policy planning group’ JK visit

KATRA, AUGUST 30 - 

Performing of Pooja,
Havan, Yagya and organising
several other events marked
the celebration of 32nd
Foundation Day of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
today. These functions were
organised at Bhawan,
Adhkuwari, Katra,
Vaishnavi Dham, Jammu and
other locations in which the
staff of the Shrine Board and a
large number of pilgrims par-
ticipated. Illumination was
done on all the main buildings
of the Shrine Board at various
locations as part of the cele-

bration of the Foundation
Day. At the culmination of
these functions, Prasad was
distributed among the pil-
grims by the senior most offi-
cers of the respective areas
and units of the Shrine Board.
Employees of the Shrine
Board took pledge on this oc-
casion to perform their duties
with sincerity and devotion.
At Katra, the main function
was held at Niharika
Complex where special Pooja
and Havan were performed.
Mr. Jitendra Kumar Singh,
Chief Executive Officer of the
Shrine Board; Dr. M. K.
Kumar and Mr. Anshul Garg,

Additional CEOs; Dr. Arvind
Karwani, Dy. CEO; and other
officers and staff, besides the
pilgrims participated. It was
followed by distribution of
Prasad. On this occasion, Mr.
Jitendra informed that the
Shrine Board has done an ex-
cellent job in managing the
Yatra and the creation of vari-
ous logistics for pilgrims in
the last 31 years. 

He stated that on the di-
rections of the Chairman of
the Shrine Board a number of
major works have been taken
up for providing facilities for
the pilgrims visiting the Holy
Cave Shrine of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi. In its continu-
ing endeavour to upgrade
these facilities the major proj-
ects being executed by the
Board include Slope
Stabilisation along the track
for checking landslides and
shooting stones, installation
of Material and Passenger
Ropeways, construction and
upgradation of toilet complex-
es, etc. He added that many
other works have also been
taken up by the Shrine Board
for the facilitation of pilgrims
and the benefit of local people
and the society at large.

NPSU, Young Panthers hold Yuva Rosh Rally
demanding scrapping of Article 35 A

JAMMU, Aug. 30:

BJYM Jammu organised
cleanliness drive under
Swaach Bharat Mission on
National Sports Day to clean
Sports ground, Prade at
Jammu. BJYM District
President Hari Om Sharma
was the Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. This drive was done under
the direct supervision of BJYM
State Secretary and State
Incharge Swaach Bharat
Sunny Sangotra, who was also
present on the occasion. The
programme was organised by
BJYM District Incharge
Swaach Bharat Raghav Gupta.
Speaking on the occasion Hari
Om Sharma appreciated the wo
k done by District Incharge
Swaachta Kranti and said that,
the day is very important to
choose the cleanliness drive of a
Play ground, our Morcha is di-
rectly connected with the
Youth and it is our prime duty
to work for the welfare of the
Youth of our State. Our Prime
Minister has a vision of New
India and it is our duty to work

further so that we will able to
make a new and clean India. He
further said that similar clean-
liness drives will be conducted
in near future from our team in
the entire district so that a cul-
ture of cleanliness can be adopt-
ed by our societies.  On the occa-
sion Sunny Sangotra said that,
the district team has done a
commendable job, the idea to
clean a play ground is very good
on National Sports Day, we are
with the district team wherever
they need our support or help of
any type for Swaach Bharat
Mission. Swaachta had become
a Kranti across the country and
the youth of our state is with the
mood of the country, our mis-
sion is to make a New India by
2022, and Swaachta is one of the
step towards New India. Others
who were present on the occa-
sion were District General
Secretaries Vikas Sharma and
Shodhya Sharma, Amrish
Sharma, Akshay Gandotra,
Lavdeep Pathania, Madan
Singh, Joginder Singh, Kuldeep
Gupta, Yogesh Magotra and
Kapil Dev Kapoor.

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
celebrates 32nd Foundation Day

Srinagar, August 30:

Expressing serious con-
cern over the rise in killings by
unidentified gunmen in vari-
ous parts of the Valley, espe-
cially in south Kashmir,
Peoples Democratic Front
(PDF) President and MLA
Khansahib Hakim
Mohammad Yasin today said it
hasn't only terrified the people
but puts a big question mark
over the way the government is
handling the situation.\ In a
statement to media issued from
Srinagar, Hakim Yasin
said,"In a throwback to 1990s,
the Valley is witnessing the
killings by unidentified gun-
men again. The killings at the
hands of unknown gunmen are
not just terrifying but put a big
question mark over the way
the government is handling the

situation. Who are the uniden-
tified gunmen who are killing
the innocent people, govern-
ment needs to answer this."
"Whosoever is being killed is a
Kashmiri and government is
non-serious over the rise in
killings. Government needs to
investigate the issue and an-
swer to the people who these
unidentified gunmen are," he
demanded. The PDF chief also
cautioned both the Central and
the State governments against
any misadventure to fiddle
with the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir. "We
have said it before and repeat it
again that any tinkering with
Article 35-A would add fuel to
the fire as situation in the state
is already volatile. The State
and the Center need to clarify
its stand over the issue as fid-
dling with Article 35-A will

have serious repercussions.
Article 370 and Article 35-A has
constitutional position and is a
bridge between Kashmir and
New Delhi. Any fiddling with it
will have adverse impact on
the relations between State and
the Center," Hakim Yasin said.
The PDF chief asserted that the
people of Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh were ready to give any
sacrifice to protect Article 370
and 35-A, which guarantees for
special status to J&K in the
Indian union. "The proposed
abrogation of article 35-A will
have serious ramification not
only within the State but it
would also be very harmful for
the country as well," he
warned.  The MLA Khansahib
urged Indo-Pak leadership to
hold a meaningful and time
bound dialogue to resolve all
the issues including Kashmir.

Killing of civilians by unidentified gunmen
cause of serious concern: Hakim Yasin 

BJYM organized
cleanliness drive

KISHTWAR, AUGUST 30: 

State Congress
Vice President and
MLA Inderwal,
Ghulam Mohammad
Saroori has condoled
sudden deaths of Zoona
Begum wife of late
Bashir Ahmed Harga
resident of Goila
Kahara and Ghulam
Mohammad Malik resi-
dent of Maliknar
Chatroo. “My thoughts and
prayers are with the bereaved
families”, said Saroori.
Expressing grief and shock
over the sad demises of Zoona
Begum and Ghulam
Mohammad, G. M Saroori
said that their death has cre-
ated a vacuum which cannot
be filled so easily. “They were

highly learned and commit-
ted persons of Maliknar and
Goila areas,” said Saroori.
Conveying condolences to the
bereaved families, Saroori
prayed for eternal peace to the
departed souls and expressed
solidarity with the families in
his hour of grief to bear the ir-
reparable loss besides this
place for them in heaven.

Saroori condoles demise of Zoona
Begum and Ghulam Mohd Malik 

JAMMU, August, 30: 

Freyr Energy, a full service solar provider, has tied up with
Axis Bank to offer term loan facility ranging from Rs 5 lakhs to
Rs. 50 lakhs for up to 5-years tenure to its customers in Jammu.
This move will help Freyr Energy’s customers in reducing their
power bills drastically and also, improve affordability signifi-
cantly. The loans will be given to MSME’s & self-employed indi-
viduals to install their solar roof tops for industrial & commer-
cial purposes. Mr. Saurabh Marda, Co- Founder and Managing
Director, Freyr Energy said, “We are extremely pleased to have
Axis Bank on-board in helping accelerate the adoption of
rooftop solar power across the country. This loan program will
help MSMEs significantly reduce their electricity bills. Going
forward, we will continue working on innovative financial in-
struments to improve affordability. This will help India move
closer to achieving the renewable energy target of 40GW of solar
rooftop installations, set by the Indian Government” MSMEs
can show their intent to apply for loan under this arrangement
through Freyr’s recently launched revolutionary ‘India first’
mobile application – Freyr SunProTM. Freyr SunPro eliminat-
ed all the complexity involved in system design, pricing, propos-
al generation etc. and made it easier to sell a solar system, while
ensuring the customer gets the best product possible. With
Freyr SunproTM, a solar or electrical background is not needed
anymore to start their business. The training time to use the
SunPro is less than 1 hour. The initial investment required to
start a rooftop solar business is zero. MSMEs can easily down-
load the application from Google Play Store and Apple App
Store. For more details visit http://freyrenergy.com/

Freyr Energy ties up with
Axis Bank to offer Term loan
facility to its MSME
customers in Jammu

Jammu: 30 August 

Army organised an
Amity meeting at Nambal in
Poonch district, today. The
enhance contact with locals to
have better understanding of
people. The meeting was at-
tended by large number of vil-

lagers from Nambal.
Amongst those present were
the Sarpanch of the village,
religious teachers and promi-
nent members of the society.
The interaction was also
aimed at spreading aware-
ness amongst the local popu-
lation about role of Army in

nation building and welfare
activities being undertaken
by the Army in the region.
The participants applauded
the work undertaken by the
Army especially in the area of
youth empowerment by
means of various skill devel-
opment courses  

Messengers of Peace: Communal harmony
meeting By Army In Poonch District
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E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
CWE Rajouri on behalf of President of India invites online item rate/lumpsum bids on single stage Two Cover Bid System for the follow-
ing works  :-

S. Name of  Work Estimated Completion Tender ID
No Cost Period

(a) Spl Repair for replacement/renewal of furniture against condem- 09.70 06 (Six) 2017_MES_137607_1
ned  items of furniture (steel & wooden) under GE 881 EWS. Lakhs Months

(b) Provn of defi furniture at Naushera and Rajouri under GE 862 EWS 08.00 06 (Six) 2017_MES_137644_1
Lakhs Months

(c) Provn of 01 x OR living BK at Dungagala under AGE (I) CIF (R) 09.35 06 (Six) 2017_MES_137686_1
Lakhs Months

(d) Spl repairs to bldg No T-08 & T-62  under AGE B/R Dett ‘A’ 17.23 06 (Six) 2017_MES_138278_1
Naushera under GE 862 EWS. Lakhs Months

Note :- For further details refer web  site  www.eprocuremes.gov.in/eprocure.gov.in
(Sudeepta  Pal)

Col
DCWE  (Contract)

for CWE

Appx  ‘A’
(Ref  CWE  Rajouri  letter No 8000/Advt/24/E8 dt. 21 Aug 2017

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES 

8007/Advt/24/E8

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE  SUPERINTENDENT INDUSTRIAL TRAININIG  INSTITUTE RAMBAN
Subject: Selection List of candidates for admission in COPA (S.F) trade for the session 2017-18.

The following candidates have been selected for admission in COPA (S.F) trade as per their academic merit of the qualifying  examination. These
candidates are directed to come in person along with the following original documents w.e.f 30.08.2017 to 06.09.2017. The candidates placed in wait-
ing list will be considered w.e.f 07-09-2017 to 09-09-2017 only after drop outs from  selection list.
(i) Provisional/Discharge certificate of the last institution attended  
(ii) Marks card of qualifying examination       (iii)      Date of Birth              (iv)    State Subject      (v)      Category Certificate (if any).

S.No Name of Candidate Parentage Address D.O.B Entry . M.O M.M %age Category
Qual

SELECTION LILST

1 Mustenfer Yaseen Bali Mohd Yaseen Bali Pogal 1-Mar-97 10th 392 500 78.4

2 Rubeena Banoo Anayatullah daing Neel 25-Feb-99 10th 287 500 57.4

3 Shahzad Rafiq Mohd Rafiq Pedhar Pogal 3-Mar-01 10th 275 500 55

4 Asaf Hussain Abdul Latief Dhandhrath 8-Feb-01 10th 266 500 53.2

5 Jamsheed Ahmed Pedhar Ghulam Mohi Uddin Pedhar Pogal 1-Jan-00 10th 257 500 51.4

6 Kuljeet singh Surdeep Singh Seri 7-Feb-98 10th 252 500 50.4

7 Aqib Tariq Gani Tariq Parvez gani Pogal 4-Mar-93 10th 248 500 49.6

8 Ishfaq Ahmed Paray Gul Mohammad Paray Devsar Kulgam 24-Jul-95 10th 246 500 49.2

9 Sunika Devi Jagan Nath Neghal 16-Apr-98 10th 243 500 48.6

10 Baljeet Singh Jagdish Singh Gam 10-Jan-97 10th 239 500 47.8

11 Tanveer Ahmed Mushtaq Ahmed Hochak 15-Nov-91 10th 238 500 47.6

12 Asif Majeed Malik Abdul Majeed Malik Hiller Doru 12-Feb-97 10th 233 500 46.6

13 Menka Devi Swarn Singh Demote 1-May-93 10th 230 500 46

14 Jaffer Ahmed Mohd Iqbal Dhanmasta 14-Sep-98 10th 225 500 45

15 Sumita Devi Jia Lal Thakur Gam 5-Aug-92 10th 224 500 44.8

16 Tirth Singh Taik Ram Dhandhrath 7-Apr-90 10th 216 500 43.2

17 Rohit Singh Kapoor Singh Neera 21-Jan-93 10th 216 500 43.2

18 Pooja Katoch Kulbir Singh Katoch Seri 20-N0v-95 10th 216 500 43.2

19 Heena Banoo Mohi Ud Din Darboo Chanjloo 1-Mar-98 10th 214 500 42.8

20 Sanjay Singh Kair Singh Seri 31-Dec-97 10th 213 500 42.6

21 Rukshana Banoo Mohd Akram Malik Seri 14-Aug-92 10th 212 500 42.4

22 Vickey Singh Phooljeet Singh Seri 4-Jul-97 10th 208 500 41.6

23 Shabir Ahmed Naik Gh. Rasool Naik khari 06-July-976 10th 206 500 41.2

24 Ramesh Singh Puran Singh Seri 5-Feb-99 10th 206 500 41.2 NQ

25 Shabir Ahmed Shafi Dhandhrath 4-Jan-89 10th 199 500 39.8 ST

26 Neena Devi Makund Ram Neera 8-Jun-97 10th 190 500 38 SC

WAITING LIST

1 Sunil Singh Kewal Singh Maitra 22-Aug-96 10th 203 500 40.6

2 Neraj Singh Om Singh Maroog 4-Apr-97 10th 201 500 40.2

3 Om Singh Neka Ram Neera 5-Mar-95 10th 200 500 40

4 Sunita Devi Hakeekat Singh Sumber 15-Apr-97 10th 199 500 39.8

5 Ajay Singh Hari Krishan Chib Damote 5-Apr-96 10th 199 500 39.8

6 Randhir Singh Purab Singh Kundi 16-Feb-97 10th 197 500 39.4

7 Rakesh Singh Drora Kulbir Singh Maroog 7-Jan-99 10th 197 500 39.4

8 Mohd Jahangir Katoch Mohd Ishaq Katoch Pogal 6-Oct-87 10th 190 500 38

9 Anoop Singh Bharat Singh Maitra 3-Jan-98 10th 190 500 38

10 Jatinder Singh Kartar Singh Maroog 2-Jan-95 10th 190 500 38

11 Surbhi Gupta Sanjay Kumar Gupta Ramban 15-Dec-94 10th 189 500 37.8

12 Shahid Hussain Mohd Yousaf Naik Khari 4-Apr-97 10th 187 500 37.4

13 Sampti Devi Harnam Singh Seri 15-Oct-94 10th 186 500 37.2

14 Dhanesh Kumar Dleep Singh Chakka 16-Oct-94 10th 184 500 36.8

15 Dilshad Banoo Gulam Rasool Baghie 1-Dec-92 10th 173 500 34.6

16 Manjeet Singh Tirth Singh Howcheck 10-Dec-93 10th 500 0

DIP/J- 4861/17
SUPERINTENDENT

ITI Ramban

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30: 

Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative (CHRI) dep-
utation lead by Venkatesh
Nayak, Programme
Coordinator, New Delhi
called on JK's Chief
Information Commissioner
(CIC), Khurshid Ahmad
Ganai to discuss the status of
implementation of the J&K
RTI Act 2009 in the State.

He was accompanied by
Dr Sheikh Ghulam Rasool,
Chairman, RTI Movement
J&K, Junaid Indrabi,
Convener, J&K RTI
Movement and Shikha
Chibber of CHRI, Delhi.

The Programme
Coordinator raised the issue
of non-compliance by Public
Authorities of the provisions
under Section 4 of the J&K
RTI Act regarding suo-moto
disclosure of information,

awareness of the RTI law
among the general public par-
ticularly in the far-flung ar-
eas of the State like Gurez,
Ladakh, Kupwara, Doda,
Kishtwar, Rajouri, Poonch
etc.

The CHRI team highlight-
ed the need for training of the
Public Information
Officers(PIOs) and First
Appellate Authorities (FAAs)
on the grounds that there is
lack of adequate understand-
ing about the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the PIOs and
FAAs under the RTI Act.

The Programme
Coordinator informed the
CIC, that CHRI is planning to
visit certain far-flung areas in
the State for awareness gener-
ation. The deputation also in-
formed the CIC about the sem-
inar on the RTI held recently
at Central University,
Kashmir.The CIC informed

the deputation about various
steps being taken by the State
Information
Commission(SIC) and the
State Government for gener-
ating awareness and for im-
plementation of the RTI Act at
the level of the PIOs and FAAs
which is the cutting edge lev-
el. It was also informed that
over 80 orders of the CIC  in
the 2nd appeals and com-
plaints filed before the
Commission have been up-
loaded on the State
Information Commission
(SIC) website since
March,2017 after the SIC was
made functional with the ap-
pointment of the present CIC.

The CIC also referred to
various Notifications and
Circulars issued by the SIC
and the General
Administration Department
impressing upon the PIOs
and FAAs for effective imple-

mentation of the J&K RTI
Act,2009. He also stated that
that Roundtable with the  RTI
Activists and the
Government officials for
awareness generation and
training of Government offi-
cials have already been held
in five districts and the bal-
ance 17 districts will be cov-
ered by the end of the current
financial year i.e,
March,2018.

The Programme
Coordinator (CHRI) assured
the CIC of all cooperation and
invited the CIC to participate
in the CHRI sponsored confer-
ence to be held at
Bhubaneswar in October.
The CIC thanked the deputa-
tionists from CHRI for taking
keen interest in the RTI activ-
ities in the State and for help-
ing to generate awareness
among the general public and
Government functionaries.

CHRI deputation calls
on Khurshid Ganai
Discusses status of implementation of RTI Act in JK

REASI, AUGUST 30: 

The Social Forestry,
Division Reasi today
carried out a plantation
drive in the premises of
Government Degree
College Reasi.District
Development
Commissioner,
Ravinder Kumar was
the Chief guest on the
occasion.

While holding an in-
teractive session with
the students of the col-
lege, the DDC  highlight-
ed the importance of
forests in sustainable
development and ex-
horted upon the stu-
dents to show their ac-

tive participation in
various plantation
drives.

Stressing on vari-
ous roles played by
forests in maintaining
life on earth, the Chief
Guest urged the stu-
dents to protect the nat-
ural assets and asked
them to create aware-
ness among the common
masses about the same.

More than 200
saplings of medicinal,
ornamental and other
plants were planted in
the college premises by
DDC, DFO SF, staff of
Social Forestry, faculty
and students of the col-

lege.Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Divisional
Forest Officer, Social
Forestry Dr. Rajan
Singh briefed the teach-
ing faculty and the stu-
dents about the various
plantation drives
launched by the depart-
ment and asked the stu-
dents to ensure proper
care of the saplings
planted by them.

Earlier, Principal
GDC, Dr. Hemla
Aggarwal applauded the
role of DDC and DFO
,Social Forestry
Department for under-
taking such a drive at
Degree College, Reasi.

Social Forestry Deptt launches
plantation drive at GDC Reasi
More than 200 saplings planted by DDC, DFO SF

National Lok Adalat at
Bandipora on Sept 9
BANDIPORA, AUGUST 30:

According to Chairman District
Legal Services Authority
Bandipora, a National Lok Adalat
relating to Matrimonial, NI Act un-
der section 138, Bank recovery,
MACT cases, civil suits will held
next month on 9th in District
Bandipora.          The interested liti-
gants are accordingly informed to
approach the trial courts to get their
cases fixed in the said National Lok
Adalat on the scheduled date for res-
olution of disputes.

Excise Deptt organizes
awareness program on

drug abuse
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30:

Department of Excise today or-
ganized one-day awareness pro-
gramme-cum workshop regarding
harmful effects of drug abuse at
National Institute of Technology
Hazratbal.Deputy Excise
Commissioner (Executive) Kashmir
and Officers of Excise Department
along with the students of the insti-
tute attended the workshop. During
the seminar, the students and par-
ents were informed about harmful
effects of drug abuse. Besides, the
gathering was also addressed by re-
puted educationists and doctors
working in the State on the drug ad-
diction. 

Hanjura visits Chadoora
accident victims at SKIMS

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30: 

Minister for Agriculture,
Ghulam Nabi Lone Hanjura today
visited SKIMS Soura to enquire
about the health of condition of
Lolipora, Chadoora accident vic-
tims, who were injured in a road ac-
cident yesterday.The Minister was
briefed by the doctors attending the
injured about their health condition
and the treatment being provided to
them.Hanjura directed the hospital
administration to extend best-possi-
ble treatment to the injured persons.
The Minister was accompanied by
senior officers of the Health
Department.

BARAMULLA, AUGUST 30: 

In view of forthcoming Eid-ul-
Azha, Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla accompanied by SSP and
officers from Food Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs, Revenue,
Municipal council, Metrology depart-
ment today conducted the marketing
checking at various locations at
Baramulla town including main mar-
ket, fish market, bus adda. The check-
ing was aimed at ensuring the quality
and price control and to keep vigil on
erring traders. 

During the inspection the
checking team realized fine on various
shopkeepers violating the legal regula-
tions. The team also destroyed contam-
inated vegetables and spices and also
realized fine from shopkeepers for not
displaying rate list at their shops.

On the occasion the DC said
that several committees have already
been constituted at Tehsil levels so
that such drives can also be launched
at lower levels. The checking was
aimed at ensuring the quality and
price control and to keep vigil on
erring traders. The team also de-
stroyed contaminated vegetables and
spices and also realized fine from shop-
keepers for not displaying rate list at
their shops.He stressed upon intensi-
fying the drive and impressed upon the
officers for ensuring uninterrupted
water and power supply during these
holy days. Meanwhile the DC im-
pressed upon authorities to ensure
hassle free movement of commuters by
acting against street encroachers.
Moreover, the DC urged upon the peo-
ple to avoid the use of polythene so that
the pollution can be minimized.

Market checking 
conducted at Baramulla

DIC organizes
awareness
programme

SAMBA, AUGUST 30:

The District
Information Centre today or-
ganized a general awareness
programme at Jatwal in col-
laboration with ICDS project
Ghagwal.Child Development
Project Officer, Ghagwal,
Ajay Sharma was the chief
guest at the programme
which was attended by super-
visors, ICDS beneficiaries,
Anganwari Workers
(AWWs) and members from
local community.The partici-
pants were apprised about
the importance of financial
inclusion and digital econo-
my in today’s world.  

KUPWARA, AUGUST 30: 

The District
Development
Commissioner (DDC)
Kupwara today convened a
meeting of officers of Rural
Development, Panchayat,
Urban Development,
Municipality and NRLM
agencies to review the
physical and financial
progress under various
schemes for the year 2016-
17 and priorities for 2017-18
carried out by the different
executing agencies so for
in the district.It was given
out that under SBM
Gramin 11800 works have

been carried out in three
blocks. It was revealed out
of 13477 units provided,
3211 units were completed
in the district at a cost of Rs
5.97 lakh, besides Rs 4.12
crore have been utilized on
the construction work of 14
community sanitary com-
plexes taken up in the dis-
trict.

It was given out that
out of 494 units under SBM
Urban at Handwara the
construction work 198
units stands completed
while remaining construc-
tion is under progress.
Besides, Rs 13.60 lakh are

being utilized on construc-
tion of seven community
sanitary complexes.

The DDC Kupwara im-
pressed upon the execut-
ing and implementing
partners for formulating
the community commit-
tees for seeking sugges-
tions to carry out the
works plan under the am-
bit of guidelines of the
schemes. 

He also directed the
implementing agencies for
seeking the funds from
their higher-ups to carry
out the new works for the
community facilities.   

DDC Kupwara reviews RDD sector

UDHAMPUR, AUGUST 30: 

Agriculture Department today  or-
ganized  a programme on “New India
Manthan: Sankalp Se Siddhi” at
Conference Hall, DC Complex.

MLA Udhampur, Pawan Gupta,
MLA Chenani, Dina Nath Bhagat, AD-
DC, Arvind Sharma, Chief Agricultural
Officer, Naresh Kumar Dubey besides
various district officers were  present on
the occasion.

The main objective of holding the
programme was to create a New India
that would be stronger and more pros-
perous besides commemorating 75
years of the Quit India Movement.

Speaking on the occasion, the legis-
lators stressed on the importance of the
comprehensive strategy adopted by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer’s
Welfare in bringing the visionary idea
into reality by the year 2022.

They also briefed the stakeholders

about various  important Government
schemes like Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchai Yojana, Paramparagat Krishi
Vikas Yojana, National Food Security
Mission and Prime Minister Fasal Bima
Yojana, Gokul mission, etc. which have
been launched to improve the economi-
cal status of the farmers.

It was informed that the
Government is focusing on seven point
strategies for making Sankalp se Siddhi
a reality  which include  focus on irriga-
tion along with adequate resource build-
ing,  increasing the production through
improved seeds, planting materials, or-
ganic farming and Soil Health Card,
strengthening warehousing and cold
chain facilities to curb post-harvest loss-
es, value addition through food process-
ing, overcoming deficiencies in agricul-
ture marketing through e- NAM, Work
on institutional loan to reduce risk and
growth of agriculture sector  and devel-

opment of allied activities of agriculture
like dairy development, poultry, bee-
keeping, agro-forestry and integrated
farming system.

Chief Agriculture Officer
Udhampur, N.K.Dubey, said that crop
insurance and diversification of farm
enterprises are critical components for
securing and enhancing farm income in
rural areas. Stressing on the need for
equipping farmers with good quality
seeds, organic fertilizers and irrigation
facilities to increase their income, the
CAO said that  a target oriented strategy
needs to be planned at Panchayat level.
He further advised the farmers to avail
full benefit of these programmes and
asked them to adopt new agricultural
practices.

At the end, all the participants in-
cluding the farmers took a pledge
(Sankalp) to build a new and stronger
India by 2022(Siddhi).

Agriculture Deptt organizes 'New India
Manthan: Sankalp-Se-Siddhi Programme'

LEH, AUGUST 30: 

Chairperson State Social
Welfare Board (SSWB), Dr Nirmal
Gupta conducted an extensive tour
of Leh to review the functioning of
crèche centres in the hilly district. 

During the inspection, the
Chairperson expressed satisfaction
over the functioning of the crèche
centres being run by NGO Care
World in villages Chuchot Shama,
Chuchot Thiksay, Chuchot Gongma,
and Housing Colony Leh.

She complimented the manage-
ment of the crèche centres for pro-
viding healthy nutrition and other
playway facilities to children. She
found the children quite brainy and
well equipped with basics of child
education.

Dr Gupta suggested the caretak-
ers to use innovative methods to
make the little buds more dynamic.

He also asked the management to re-
solve the issues of workers and
helpers at these centres to the maxi-
mum benefit of the children.

On her two-day visit, the
Chairperson SSWB also met several
delegations including delegates of
NGO Mahila Mandal who proposed
to establish Family Counseling
Centers for the civil society of Leh.
She complimented the management
of the crèche centres for providing
healthy nutrition and other playway
facilities to children. She found the
children quite brainy and well
equipped with basics of child educa-
tion. The Chairperson assured them
that their proposal would be taken
up with the Central Social welfare
Board.

Executive Director Shahid
Mahmood, PRO to HCP Dr Makson
Tickoo and other concerned accom-
panied the Chairperson SSWB.

Eid-ul-Azha arrangements
finalized at Udhampur

UDHAMPUR, AUGUST-30:- 

Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
Subash  Chander Dogra today held a meet-
ing with district officers to finalize the
arrangements  for forthcoming Eid-Ul-Azha
festival.During the meeting, the ACR issued
necessary directions to the concerned for
ensuring adequate  water & uninterrupted
power supply, cleanliness in and around the
mosques, besides directing the police de-
partment to make proper security arrange-
ments around the Eidgah and Jamia Masjid
during the festival. A committee was also
constituted  to keep a check on the rates and
quality of various eatables especially meat
and sweets.Among others, Chief Animal
Husbandry Officer, Executive Engineer
PDD, District Sheep Husbandry Officer, AD
FCS&CA, Dy SP(HQ), Tehsildar Udhampur,
Representatives of Municipal Council &
PHE department,  officers of different
Departments and committee members were
present in the meeting.

Chairperson SSWB reviews functioning
of crèche centres in Leh
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By : happyMoN JacoB

India must engage China a lot more. The
BRICS meet is a good occasion to initiate a ded-
icated backchannel. The resolution of the
Sino-Indian military stand-off at Doklam, that
lasted close to two and a half months, is a
much-awaited and welcome development
where patient statecraft and deft diplomacy
seem to have paid off. Even as several signifi-
cant questions remain unanswered about the
terms and conditions of the resolution, it pro-
vides New Delhi and Beijing an opportunity to
reflect over what went wrong and rejig this im-
portant bilateral relationship. The upcoming
visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
China to attend the BRICS summit will pro-
vide the two sides such an opportunity.

“War is the continuation of politics by oth-
er means,” observed the Prussian military the-
orist Carl von Clausewitz in his classic work,
On War. In other words, military strategy
should flow from carefully considered politi-
cal thinking. Now that we have arrived at a
peaceful resolution at Doklam, we need to ex-
amine the political strategy guiding India’s
military deployment at Doklam. Moreover,
are there any lessons we can learn from this
military stand-off with China?  ‘Self-help’
world The most self-evident lesson from the
Doklam stand-off is that we inhabit a ‘self-help’
world wherein China is a world power  India is
on its own and would have to fend for itself in
case of a clash with China, a country with
which every major state in the international
system has a robust economic relationship. It
is important to note that none of the major

powers unambiguously and unreservedly sup-
ported India’s position on Doklam. In fact,
even Bhutan kept a studied silence through
the latter part of the stand-off. New Delhi,
therefore, must carefully review the scenarios
and consider its options before upping the
ante. Moreover, regarding Doklam, instead of
inviting military attention to itself and trap-
ping itself in a conflict with Beijing, New Delhi
could have convinced Thimphu to be more vo-
cal about Bhutan’s territorial rights.

The second lesson from the Doklam stand-
off is that China is unlikely to respect India’s

‘special relationships’ with its neighbours.
India has long enjoyed a special status in the
South Asian region and often treated it as its
exclusive backyard. With China expanding its
influence in the region and competing for sta-
tus and influence, the ‘middle kingdom’ con-
siders South Asia, with India in it, as its pe-
riphery. China uses economic incentives and
military pressure to do so. Nepal is an example
of the former, and Bhutan of the latter. Recall
Bhutan, besides India, is the only country
from the region that did not attend China’s re-
cent Belt and Road Forum in Beijing. India’s

traditional policy towards South Asia, of limit-
ed economic assistance topped with a big
brother attitude, will need to undergo funda-
mental transformation to retain its influence.

Midway through the stand-off there had
been concerns in New Delhi about how the
Doklam stand-off would eventually pan out. It
is pertinent to ask whether Doklam is so fun-
damental to Indian interests that we were will-
ing to risk a possible military skirmish with
China based on the sketchy clauses of the
India-Bhutan friendship treaty. The lesson for
us is clear: we should consider all odds and
evaluate the merit of the cause before making
military commitments. Four, hyper-national-
ism does not pay when it comes to dealing with
China. China, simply put, is not Pakistan, and
Indian political parties cannot make any do-
mestic gains by whipping up nationalist pas-
sions against China. India needs to engage
China diplomatically to resolve outstanding
conflicts rather than engage in a war of words,
or worse, threaten to use force. For sure, it is
not 1962, and that’s true for both parties.

Five, the Doklam stand-off is a direct fall-
out of the Indian and Bhutanese refusal to be
part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
While this round may have concluded without
any of the three sides getting hurt, this is un-
likely to be the last of Chinese designs against
India or Bhutan. Surely India cannot, and
should not, acquiesce to the BRI just because of
Chinese pressure. And yet, at the end of the
day, Indian abstention would only frustrate
BRI, it will not derail it. Moreover, down the
road, Indian unwillingness to be part of this

Dera through the Punjab lens 

By : Raghav paNdey 

The Government has done a decent
job by drafting and enacting the
Insolvency and bankruptcy code swift-
ly. It is now incumbent upon the judici-
ary to implement it not on the basis of
technicalities of the law but rather
keeping in mind the intentions of the
policy-makers and the spirit of the code
A student of law in India will almost al-
ways point out ineffective implementa-
tion of the statute, as criticism of that
stream of law, for which he/she might
be writing an assignment. Non-imple-
mentation of the statutory provisions is
a consistent thread in the spectrum of
criticisms present in the legal struc-
ture of our country. Insolvency laws in
India are no exception to it. Before the
enactment of the new Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016, forget imple-
mentation, there was not even clarity
on what to implement. Indian insolven-
cy law contained five legislations, over-
lapping each other, which delivered a
legal mess instead of a resolution. It is
only because of exceptional sincerity of

the Narendra Modi led dispensation at
the Union level that the IBC was enact-
ed so quickly at a breakneck speed.

An exhaustive law for insolvency
would usually include aspects of wind-
ing up, recovery and revival and the
process can be a continuing one. In
India, the IBC is the first such law to in-
clude every aspect of insolvency in a
single legislation. For an economy to
function smoothly, an effective system
of insolvency law is a must. It is be-
cause of this reason that the United
Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) took it upon it-
self to frame a model law for the har-
monisation of international insolvency
law. Without a proper functioning sys-
tem of insolvency law, businesses get
affected because borrowing gets diffi-
cult. This is due to the fact that lending
institutions are not legally sure about
return of the credit that they are put-
ting out in the market. For the same
reason, investment in a country is also
impacted in absence of a clear insolven-
cy law and policy.

This has direct relevance to the

present Government’s flagship pro-
gramme, ‘Start-up India’. It is common
knowledge in the ecosystems of start-
up companies that a much higher num-
ber of companies fail than the ones
which succeed.  Every start-up looks up
for funding at their inception; to fund
the business idea it seeks to establish.

The investors take an amount of
risk when they fund any start-up, hav-
ing full knowledge of a possibility of
that start-up failing.  In such a scenario,
the start-up is dissolved through a sys-
tem of insolvency laws. The investor
gets whatever minimum return is

possible on it. If there is a delay in
this process, then the investor’s money
is stuck for a long period of time in a
failed start-up. Delays in Indian insol-
vency resolution were very recently ob-
served and put on record by the
Bankruptcy Law Reforms committee in
2015. The primary reason for such de-
lays was the multiplicity of jurisdic-
tions of different authorities and laws,
and lack of clarity in their overall im-
plementation mechanisms. A compara-
tive perspective on this issue will shed

light on the gravity of the situation. If
we compare the average time taken for
an insolvency resolution to conclude in
India, it takes 4.3 years. Whereas in the
UK, it takes one year, in the US it takes
1.5 years, and in South Africa, it stands
at two years. The IBC is one of the better
drafted legislations not only in India
but across the globe. Its success or fail-
ure is now the responsibility of the im-
plementing agencies which are:  The
Judiciary and the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT). To be fair to the
Government, it has done its job rather
decently  by drafting and enacting the
code so swiftly. It is now incumbent up-
on the judiciary to implement it not on
the basis of the technicalities of the law
but rather keeping in mind the inten-
tions of the policy-makers and the spir-
it of the code. The recent decision of the
Supreme Court in the case of
Lokhandwala Kataria Construction
Pvt Ltd is a bad example to start with.
The code mandates that there can’t be a
withdrawal of insolvency application
after its admission. This is exactly what
the Supreme Court allowed. Since it
couldn’t have been done in a straight-
forward manner, to do it, the apex court
exercised exceptional powers under
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Dilapidated Roads of Jammu

Why babus and matas thrive

Condition of roads and lanes in Jammu city is very worse.
Main roads of Jammu have been broken and dugged at
several places in the name of development and there is

no one in the administration to take responsibility for such
condition of the capital city of Jammu. If we talk of the condi-
tion of lanes and by lanes, it is more deteriorating than the
roads and people are suffering due to the negligence of the con-
cerned departments who have been entrusted with the task of
repair and maintenance of the roads and lanes of Jammu city.
Now people in some areas have started protesting against the
authorities demanding repair of roads in their respective ar-
eas. The main reason for such a bad condition of city roads is
the lack of coordination between some departments who often
dug these roads in the name of development and leave the roads
as it is after doing their job and don’t bother to repair the roads.
Public Works Department of Jammu and Kashmir is the main
department which maintains and upkeeps the major roads in
the State, but some departments like PHE, Sewerage Deptt. and
some agencies which are laying underground cables have
added more to the bad condition of roads. Before digging any
road a NOC is mandatory from the PWD Department but agen-
cies who are digging the roads don’t feel it necessary and are
engaged in digging without taking permission from the con-
cerned deptt., which is the main reason for the dilapidated con-
dition of roads in Jammu. Now even High Court of Jammu has
directed  the Commissioner/Secretary PWD (R&B) J&K
Government, Chief Engineer PWD (R&B) and Chief Executive
Officer Economic Reconstruction Agency (ERA) to complete
the repair/blacktopping of the New Plot-Janipur Road (ap-
proach road to J&K High Court) within six weeks from today.
The Division Bench of the High Court has also directed that the
authorities shall file a status report before the Registrar
Judicial regarding the completion of the macdamization of the
road. If such is the State of affairs in the administration that
people have to approach a Court to get a road repaired, then it
becomes questionable that our elected representatives and
govt. officers are not doing their duties well. It is the duty of the
government to make system accountable so that people don’t
suffer any more and development works are completed in time
and nobody shall be allowed to dig any road without permis-
sion from the concerned department and stringent penalties
shall be imposed on the agencies which are responsible for de-
lay in repair and maintenance of roads across the State.

What Donald Trump did not say is more critical
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Challenges to bankruptcy law remain

By : aMaNdeep saNdhu

It was a decade ago that the shroud
of banality ‘Saint Dr. Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh Insaan’ spun fell on
Punjab, in particular the Sikh commu-
nity. I saw it first-hand in the summer of
2007 when my mother lay dying from
stage IV cancer in Mandi Dabwali, south
Punjab, 40 km from Sirsa where he is the
head of a Dera. Soon after Baisakhi that
year, Gurmeet Singh whose rise re-
mains shrouded in mystery and who
was already charged with rape and ac-
cused in the murder of journalist
Ramchandra Chhatrapati had imitated
the tenth Sikh Guru Gobind Singh’s
clothing and ritual Khande di Pahul
while conducting the initiation for the
followers of his cult, the Dera Sacha
Sauda. The Sikh faith disallows the use
of the term Sacha Sauda and anyone
dressing up as a guru, the term because
it is associated with the first guru, Guru
Nanak. When he was younger, Guru
Nanak’s father gave him some money
for trade, which he used instead to feed
the poor and hungry. When his father
asked if the deal was good, he answered
it was a true deal a sacha sauda. Though
no one knows how Guru Gobind had
dressed in the year 1699 at the inaugura-

tion of the Khalsa, the 20th century
painter Sobha Singh had formalised the
look of some of the gurus and the Sikh
community had accepted the pictorial
representation as an article of faith.
When the self-styled godman parodied
this, the Sikhs reacted. The Dera follow-
ers, called Premis (lovers), were at war
against the Sikhs. The police stepped in.
Curfew was imposed. Desperately and

helplessly trapped, I could not leave my
mother’s side. Punjab remained frozen
for weeks. The community took this
matter to its own court, the Akal Takht.

The rise of Gurmeet
In the last decade, the rise of the ba-

nality of Gurmeet Singh has known no
bounds. He has taken on every available
moniker saint, doctor, Ram, Rahim,
Insaan and parrots messages of peace

and harmony while leading a degener-
ate life. He has amassed Guinness world
records for the largest vegetable mosaic,
highest number of birthday greetings,
eye scan and blood donation camps. His
biography lists over 50 talents in the arts
and sports. His atrocious self-promo-
tional movies succeeded at the box office
and further established the strength of
numbers of his followers. Owing to his
reach in the political constituencies of
south Punjab and Haryana, political
parties of all hues the Akalis, the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Congress have patronised him. Groups
of Sikhs and Premis clashed, there were
attempts on his life, but he seemed above
the law a power not only unto himself
but a power broker in Haryana and
Punjab. In autumn 2015, the State froze
over incidents of sacrilege of the Sikh
Holy Book. Again Gurmeet Singh was
involved, for two reasons: one was his
Dera’s alleged involvement in the steal-
ing of a Granth Sahib from Burj
Jawahar Singh Wala village, random
posters appearing in villages saying the
Dera would target the Sikhs; the second
was the Akal Takht, under the influence
of then Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal-controlled Shiromani Gurdwara

Dera through on PAGE 7

By : ashok k Mehta 

Donald Trump's U-turn on Afghanistan
and termination of the long and tortuous poli-
cy-making process are welcome. But two key
elements not indicated are the length of the
mission and force augmentation numbers. US
President Donald Trump’s U-turn on
Afghanistan and the termination of the long
and tortuous policy-making process are a vic-
tory for his Generals. His disclosure at Fort
Myers will be remembered not for what he said
but what he did not say. Two key elements not
indicated are: The length of the mission and
force augmentation numbers. While Trump
said US support is not unlimited and not a
blank cheque, it is not time but condition spe-
cific. This deflates the Taliban joke: ‘While the
Americans have the watches, we have the
time’. The final product is not out-of-the-box
stuff. The happiest person on August 21, the
day the Trump policy on Afghanistan was re-
leased in Kabul, was Gen John Nicholson,
Commander, Operation, Resolute Force. He
had been waiting for it since April and the last
date given to him was July 18 but it arrived a
month later. In the interim, according to the
White House grapevine, Nicholson nearly lost
his job. The Commander-in-Chief was so upset
at his not winning the war that he wanted him
replaced with National Security Advisor

(NSA), Lt Gen HR McMaster.
It singles out Pakistan for its bad behav-

iour in providing sanctuaries to the very ter-
rorists  the Taliban and the Haqqanis  who are
killing US soldiers. It says nothing about how
the US will alter the recalcitrant Pakistani be-
haviour in order to win an unwinnable war.
Options on the table are curtailing funding, de-
claring Pakistan a state-sponsor of terrorism,
withdrawing status of ‘most favoured non-
Nato ally’, sanctioning leaders of terrorist
groups and even senior Inter-Services
Intelligence commanders. Trump did not an-
nounce what measures the US will take to de-
stroy terrorist sanctuaries on Pakistani soil
other than to say that it will assist Afghanistan
security forces to dismantle them. These safe-
havens are vulnerable to surgical strikes by
surface and by air and with use of armed
drones. Will Trump sanction cross-border
armed strikes that his predecessor Obama had
rejected? Lifting of restrictions on offensive
operations against terrorist sanctuaries, if ap-
proved, could be a game-changer. Ideally, he
wants to defeat the enemy by applying instant
retribution with overwhelming force and de-
volving authority to battlefield commanders
in contrast to centralised authority the White
House exercised in the past.

Trump also said that the US is seeking an
honourable and enduring outcome that might

include the Taliban in a political settlement.
For this, he needs to coerce Pakistan to bring
the Taliban to the negotiating table, which
they have done in the past. Coercion of the
Taliban is also necessary to disabuse them of
the notion that they will conquer Kabul. The
expected 4,000 US troops enhancement with
accretions in North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation support will bolster the advice,
assist and train capacities of Nicholson’s
team. He was pledging last week in Kabul to
annihilate the Islamic State and warned the
Taliban to lay down arms and join the Afghan
mainstream. He praised the Afghan Special
Forces which are to be doubled from 25,000 to
50,000 and fight nearly 75 per cent of offensive
operations for never losing. In the first five
months of this year, 2,531 soldiers of the
Afghan military were killed and 4,238 wound-
ed. That is an average of 18 soldiers killed and
32 wounded every day. Earlier in the year, the
attrition rate was much higher (29 killed) and
if it is any comfort, the Taliban are taking even
bigger casualties. Interestingly, 12,000 phan-
tom soldiers are on the payroll, indicating that
corruption has not declined. Meanwhile, the
Taliban has vowed to make Afghanistan a
graveyard for the US Making India a strategic
partner in Afghanistan is another US turn-
about and a red rag to Pakistan. Time was
when India’s role and activities were viewed

by Washington through Pakistan’s lens.
Islamabad had refused to talk to India on
Afghanistan as that would legitimise New
Delhi’s role in Afghanistan. The same US now
wants India to do more than the  three billion
dollar already invested in economic develop-
ment and assistance. Businessman Trump
said India makes billions of dollars from US in
trade  like he mentioned climate change. India
is the fifth largest bilateral aid giver and voted
the most popular country in Afghanistan
ahead of Germany, Japan and the US year af-
ter year. Indian boots on the ground in
Afghanistan is red line for Pakistan and
Taliban. A bipartisan group of US senators, led
by Dan Sullivan, have recommended in-
creased role for India in Afghanistan, some of
which is contained in India-Afghanistan
Strategic Partnership Agreement of 2011 but
many elements are not operationalised. The
Bill under the National Defence Authorisation
Act, 2018, has not been voted yet. An existing
India-US-Afghanistan trilateral is likely to be
made more meaningful. It is Islamabad which
is fretting and fuming. From a frontline ally of
the US to a frenemy is sharp descent after high
value collusion during the Cold War.
Expectedly, Beijing has jumped in to support
Islamabad’s valuable contribution to fighting
terrorism. Islamabad has rejected US allega-

Challenges on PAGE 7

LESSONS FROM DOKLAM

By : NavNeet aNaNd 

The Dera chief’s sentencing has exposed the exalted status
of godmen. It has infused a semblance of sanity in a corrupted
space of spirituality, religiosity and faith. Sociology is replete
with theories of religion and faith that both excite and arouse
curiosity. From Émile Durkheim to Karl Marx and Max Weber
and a whole generation of sociologists thereafter  all provided
amazing theoretical insights into the institution of religion and
the idea of faith. Thus, while for Durkheim religion was a
source of solidarity and collective representation, Marx held
religion to be hindrance to reason and which inherently
masked the truth and misguided the followers. Who would not
have heard of Marx’s famous “religion is the opium of the mass-
es” phrase! To Weber, religion offered opportunities for salva-
tion; relief from suffering and reassuring meaning. And he
went on to postulate that the pursuit of salvation, like the pur-
suit of wealth, becomes a part of human motivation.  All these
great thinkers were, of course, also dealing with the idea of
faith and worked hard on delineating its social moorings.

Had they lived in Circa 2017, and seen the faithful delirium
of followers of a cult leader in India’s Haryana, these great theo-
rists would have been flummoxed. For they would have been
witness to the turning of their theories upside down  faith, in
this case was fueling a fanatic frenzy and bringing the idea to
massive disrepute.  What is it that has given rise to such a hys-
teria, to the unprecedented suppression of reason, celebration
of the cult and veneration of a human being as a god? Why are so
many dancing babas and matas thriving in India? Where are we
headed with the complete collapse of reason? The answer to the
question may lie in a complex interplay of social, cultural, psy-
chological and economic factors, including flagrant depriva-
tion and discrimination, illiteracy causing suppression of ra-
tionality, erosion of traditional institutions, and pathology of
modernisation, among others. Broadly, there are three kinds of
followers that make these babas and matas tick the poor and il-
literate in the rural India or Bharat; the confused middle class
in small town India, or Hindustan; and the neo-rich, from the
big cities, representing India. Despite decades of steady growth
and improved economic indicators, Bharat still struggles with
poverty  not only in terms of livelihood opportunities but also of
reason and equality. There are millions who struggle to ensure
two square meal a day, while many still suffer discrimination
based on caste and class. There are also those who are unable to
comprehend things around them given the blanket of illiteracy
that is engulfing them. Such people, who also seem to have giv-
en up on the idea of a supernatural power, as Durkheim would
have them believe, are the most potent victims of these glitzy
merchants of faith. The babas and matas exploit the penury and
despondency of these teeming millions of Bharat. Then there is
a segment within this bulky belly of the Indian society  call it
the middle class, who may have not been able to negotiate with
the changes surrounding them. Either the pace of change has
been too brisk for them to accommodate or they have embraced
the changes a little too rapidly. They either sulk or exult, and in
either case get tempted to experiment beyond the conventional.
For these millions, in small town Hindustan, the babas and
matas become easy refuge for defying the traditional, and em-
bracing the queer new world of dancing spirituality.

The so-called exalted, often neo-rich and even some politi-
cal elite from India too, are not untouched by the magic of the
godmen and women. Basking in their own glory and intoxicat-
ed by wealth, embracing the babas and matas often turn into a
matter of prestige for them. It causes, for them, a gratifying
demonstration effect. Insecure and often devoid of a social
bonding, the large networks of the babas and matas catapult ur-
ban devotees into a new cohesive ring. Reeling under guilt of
varied kinds and assuming the supreme deity is too far to nego-
tiate with  such urban enthusiasts find ‘Maggi-type’ quick sol-
ace in the dancing melees of the babas and the matas. This is a
dangerous trends of the modernising and changing India. What
the Gurmeet Ram Rahim sentencing does is to expose the exalt-
ed status of these babas and matas, and infuse semblance of san-
ity in the exploited and corrupted space of spirituality, religios-
ity and faith.Lessons from on PAGE 7

What Donald on PAGE 7
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mega-project will hurt its own long-term economic inter-
ests. Therefore, it needs to realise the importance of cooperat-
ing with China on the BRI while getting China to do so on vari-
ous India-led regional projects. It cannot be a zero-sum game.
Next steps What is also becoming abundantly clear is that the
snail-paced ‘Special Representatives’ talks on the India-China
boundary question have not yielded much so far, and it is per-
haps the appropriate occasion to revamp the dialogue process.
The 19 rounds of talks held till last year have hardly anything
substantive to show for them in terms of the resolution of the
boundary dispute. Indeed, the focus is increasingly shifting
from conflict resolution to conflict management. It is high time,
therefore, that the two countries appointed dedicated high-
ranking officials to discuss the boundary issues in a more sus-
tained and result-oriented manner. 

Let’s briefly revisit the Doklam facts for the sake of clarity
and future policy direction. The Indian Army was deployed on
the soil of another country against a third country without
proper treaty mandate or unambiguous official invitation to in-
tervene on behalf of the Bhutanese government. The 2007 India-
Bhutan Friendship Treaty states that the two countries “shall
cooperate closely with each other on issues relating to their na-
tional interests.” And that: “Neither Government shall allow
the use of its territory for activities harmful to the national se-
curity and interest of the other.” Notwithstanding the special
security relationship that India and Bhutan have shared over
the past several decades, nothing in the 2007 treaty binds India

to send troops to help Bhutan. Nor did Bhutan explicitly re-
quest military assistance from India during the stand-off even
though the MEA statement of June 30, 2017 refers to ‘coordina-
tion between the two countries’ during the stand-off. The argu-
ment here is not that India does not have legitimate security
and strategic interests in Bhutan which would be undermined
by the Chinese territorial aggression, but that there is a need to
engage in careful scenario-building before India decides to take
China on militarily. The Xiamen opportunity But finally, it all
comes down to devising a strategy to engage a resurgent China,
also a significant neighbour, in the days ahead. While Doklam
may now be a thing of the past, Sino-Indian ties are never likely
to be the same again – there will be skirmishes, war of words
and attempts to outmanoeuvre each other in the neighbour-
hood and beyond. While New Delhi needs to constantly look
over its shoulders for potential Chinese surprises, there is also
an urgent need to adopt a multi-pronged strategy to deal with
Beijing, for, after all, statecraft is not as black and white as some
would like it to be. India, for one, needs to engage China a lot
more at several levels: diplomatically, politically, multilateral-
ly and economically. The upcoming BRICS summit in the
Chinese city of Xiamen is a good occasion to initiate a dedicated
backchannel with Beijing given the high potential for future
disagreements. The two sides also need to conduct bilateral
consultations on various issues – ranging from Afghan recon-
ciliation to regional economic development. The more diploma-
cy the better.

Lessons from .............................................................................

Parbandhak Committee, finally pardoning Gurmeet Singh
for the incidents of 2007, even though he never presented him-
self to the Takht. When Sikhs protested, the Akal Takht revoked
the pardon but the anger of community against their institu-
tions falling prey to the shenanigans of politicians led to the
Sarbat Khalsa (plenary meeting) which remained inconclu-
sive. Even the probes into the 150-odd incidents of sacrilege re-
mained inconclusive. Change in the air Yet, something remark-
able was unfolding. Whether it is river waters or lack of disclo-
sure of the reasons to conduct Operation Blue Star or justice for
victims of the anti-Sikh carnage of 1984 or probe into extra-judi-
cial killings and enforced disappearances during the militancy
period of 1978-93, the Indian state has spectacularly failed in
any attempt towards truth and reconciliation in a post-conflict
Punjab society. But defying the dominant perception of the na-
tion, even as the State was inflicted with desecrations, the peo-
ple of Punjab  including Hindus and Muslims curled up in
anger. There were some provocations, but they were minor.

Social media rage turned to black flags, large gatherings took
place, local gurdwaras supported the protesters, but Punjab dis-
played extraordinary restraint. It did not spiral into violence.
Once could be an exception but Punjab repeated it last week. 

The Dera Premi incidents in Panchkula left 38 dead and
damage to properties in Haryana but not in Punjab. Punjab is
sending out a signal: it is shunning violence. Do not mistake
this shunning of violence as an absence of disquiet. I see my
mother in Punjab  multiple maladies, desperately waiting for
medication and healing, which remains unavailable. 

The disquiet looms large in its agrarian and industrial
crises, the utter lack of social and economic healing despite the
change of governments. Now that the courts have acted, locked
away one Baba, the next step should be to strengthen the peo-
ple’s belief in systems of justice and address other long-
standing grievances. It is only by establishing systems of
individual and social justice that we can address post-con-
flict societies.

Dera through ...............................................................................

Article  142 of the Indian Constitution. This is not even a
case of non-implementation, it is negative-implementation,
where something contrary to the explicit text of the law was
implemented by the apex court. If such measures continue and
are not rectified in future, this will be very counterproductive
to the aim and spirit of the IBC. The judiciary needs to appreci-

ate the fundamentals of insolvency law and profession for a
meaningful outcome. In an era of globalisation, the Indian
economy is competing with the world. Therefore, our insolven-
cy system should aspire to compete with the best systems in the
world. All stakeholders, especially the judiciary and NCLT,
have a prominent role to play in this regard in future.

Challenges ......................................................................................

tions of sanctuaries retorting: ‘Making Pakistan a scape-
goat for US failures won’t stabilise Afghanistan’. Pakistan
Army chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa has demanded that
Pakistan be treated with respect and dignity. Many retired and
serving US Generals do not share Trump’s policy of castigating
Pakistan and pushing it into a corner. Afghanistan’s NSA Hanif
Atmar and US Generals have made it plain that the defeat of the
Taliban is possible only if Taliban and Haqqani sanctuaries in
Pakistan are destroyed. Atmar said that they have coordinates
of the sanctuaries and that Afghan Special Forces were capable
of dismantling them. Since 2004, when US drone strikes first be-
gan in Pakistan, 420 armed drones have killed an estimated
1,500 terrorists. The last drone strike was on July 3 in south

Waziristan against an Islamic State target. On June 13, drones
took out a Haqqani group leader in settled area of Orakzai
agency of Khyber Pakhtunwa. This was the second attack out-
side the agreed drone strike area, the last being the strike that
killed Taliban leader Mullah Mansour in Balochistan after he
reneged from talks. Conversations will take place between US
and Pakistan to see if Bajwa’s boys will renounce their strategic
assets who are killing US soldiers. They are unlikely to see rea-
son, at least for now. If Trump and his Generals  Kelly, Mattis,
McMaster and Nicholson  mean business, only raising the cost
for Pakistan will work. Trump told President Xi Jinping, com-
mander-in-chief of the People’s Liberation Army at his Florida
retreat dinner: ‘I have left war to the Generals’.

What Donald ...............................................................................

Press Trust of India, 

New Delhi, Aug 30

An unfazed Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar today
ruled out his resignation after meet-
ing BJP chief Amit Shah, saying that
his government had acted with "re-
straint" and he was satisfied with its
work. There will not be any change (in
leadership), he told reporters after
submitting a report to Shah on the vio-
lence in Haryana following the con-
viction of Dera Sacha Sauda head
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh last week.
Khattar was responding to a query on
speculation that the BJP top brass
might replace him amid the opposi-
tion's charge that his government mis-
handled the Dera episode, resulting in
large-scale violence.

At least 38 people were killed,
mostly in police firing. He said his
government had acted with "re-
straint" as its first target was to en-
sure that the self-styled godman ap-
peared before the court in Panchkula
in Haryana. The BJP government has

been accused of mishandling the mat-
ter by allowing lakhs of dera followers
to assemble in Panchkula before the
Dera chief was to be sentenced, spark-
ing a wave of violence following his
conviction of rape.

Justifying his government's ac-
tion, Khattar said had something hap-
pened before the controversial sect
head appeared before the special CBI
court on August 25, Gurmeet Singh
might have used that as an "excuse"

for not turning up in court. "We acted
with restraint. We achieved our aim,"
he said. Asked about the demand for
his resignation, he shot back,
"Anybody can say anything... We are
satisfied with our work. Whatever we
did was right. There will be no
change." To a question on his party
courting the Dera head for political
support, Khattar said political parties
sought everyone's cooperation. "But
there is never a condition for such
support that somebody breaks the
law. Nobody is above the law," he said,
claiming that his government had no
deal with the Dera chief, as was being
alleged. The force used by the state po-
lice was minimal, he said, adding that
it also showed no laxity against those
indulging in violence. He also rejected
reports of a "VIP treatment" given to
the Dera head after he was convicted,
saying he was temporarily put up in a
guest house as arrangements were be-
ing made in the jail. Convicted of rap-
ing two of his women followers, the
Dera chief was on Monday sentenced
to 20 years in jail.

Khattar rejects calls for resignation,
says whatever govt did was right Press Trust of India

Mumbai, Aug 30

At least four persons have died and half a
dozen including a prominent doctor were
missing as Mumbai struggled hard to return to
normalcy on Wednesday - a day after the 29/8
deluge. Dr Deepak Amrapurkar, a gastroen-
terologist with the Bombay Hospital was miss-
ing and his umbrella had been found near a
manhole in central Mumbai. Madhav Vaidya,
an 80-year-old from Borivli western suburbs
was also reported missing. In Thane city, there
are reports of at least four missing persons.
Three persons including a 2-year-old child died
in two separate incidents of wall çollapses in
Vikhroli while one person died of drowning.

The road traffic on the highways is return-
ing to normalcy. The Western Railway trains
are running but with delays, however, the
Central Railway is finding hard to return to
normalcy. The flights have reported more than
30 minutes delay. On Tuesday, Mumbai had re-
ceived an average 250 mm rainfall - leaving the
BMC struggling. "Lashing rain..flooded, wa-
ter-logged, but so admirable to see Mumbai po-
lice, common man helping out, true
Mumbaikar spirit," Bollywood superstar
Amitabh Bachchan tweeted. While past mid-
night, the Western Railway resumed it's
Churchgate-Virar service, the main line serv-

ice on Central Railway between Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus to Kalyan started
in morning. The Harbour line, however, con-
tinues to be affected. According to latest re-
ports, traffic was moving at snail's pace on the
Mumbai-Pune Expressway, Thane-Nashik
Highway and Mumbai-Ahmedabad Highway
and the Mumbai-Goa route. The schools of
Mumbai are closed on Wednesday following
the instructions from the Education depart-
ments. Very few people were seen on the roads
and waterlogging was reported but the situa-
tion has improved as intensity of rains re-
duced in the wee hours. Heavy to very heavy
rains and gusty winds have been forecast by
weathermen for Wednesday and Thursday.

Overnight people were seen stranded at
several places like railway stations and bus
stops. Several took shelter in temples,
mosques, churches, gurdwara and Jain tem-
ples. The NGOs and temple trusts organised
food and tea for stranded commuters.
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis is constantly monitoring the situa-
tion and have asked people to step out only if it
is absolutely necessary. The MMR catchment
areas including Sanjay Gandhi National Park
and Aarey in Mumbai , Tungareshwar Wildlife
Sanctuary in Palghar and Tansa Wildlife
Sanctuary in Thane are receiving heavy rain-
fall.

4 dead, half a dozen missing
in Mumbai deluge

Press Trust of India, 

New Delhi, Aug 30 

A special court today di-
rected the CBI to hand over
certain documents to
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Virbhadra Singh
and others in connection
with a nearly Rs 10 crore dis-
proportionate assets case
against him. Special Judge
Virender Kumar Goyal
passed the directions after
the CBI submitted that the
documents could not be hand-
ed over to the accused per-
sons as per directions of the
court, since the investigating
officer was busy in some oth-
er case. Singh, his wife
Pratibha Singh and others
had earlier told the the court
that they have not received
various documents filed
along with the charge sheet.
The court today also sought
the agency's response on the
pleas moved by the couple,
who have not been arrested
so far, seeking exemption
from personal appearance.

The court put up the mat-
ter for further hearing on
October 31. Besides the cou-
ple, who were present before
the court during the day's

proceedings, the other ac-
cused in the case include
Universal Apple Associate
owner Chunni Lal Chauhan,
stamp paper vendor Joginder
Singh Ghalta, Managing
Director of Tarani
Infrastructure Vakamulla
Chandrasekhar, and co-ac-
cused Lawan Kumar Roach,
Prem Raj and Ram Prakash
Bhatia. The court had grant-
ed them bail on May 29 after
they appeared before it in
pursuance to the summons
issued against them by the
court. The charge sheet also
names as accused LIC agent
Anand Chauhan, who was ar-
rested in a separate money
laundering case related to the
matter and is currently in ju-
dicial custody.

The court had on May 8
summoned them after taking
cognisance of the charge
sheet filed by the CBI. The
CBI charge sheet, running in-
to over 500 pages having the
statements of around 225 wit-
nesses and containing 442
documents, has claimed that
Singh had amassed assets
worth around Rs 10 crore
which were disproportionate
to his total income during his
tenure as a Union minister.

Court directs CBI to
give documents to HP
CM Virbhadra Singh

Press Trust of India

Jaipur, Aug 30

In a shocking video,
that has gone viral, two
doctors at a state-run
government hospital at
Rajasthan's Jodhpur
are seen fighting inside
an operation theatre
while a pregnant
woman lies on the bed.
The 30-minute long
fight went on even as
the woman and new-
born baby was lying in
front of them. The doc-
tors can be seen getting
into a fight and pouring
abuses at each other.
One can hear them say-
ing, "Be in your limits",
to which other doctor
replies "You will have
to pay for this". The in-
cident took place at the
Umaid Hospital in

Jodhpur. 
While two of the ac-

cused doctors have
been suspended after
the incident, the
Rajasthan health min-
ister has said that an
enquiry committee has
been set up and those
guilty will be taken into
account. The Rajasthan
High Court has taken
cognizance of the inci-
dent and sought a re-
port from the Jodhpur
hospital by 2 PM on
Wednesday. No FIR has
been lodged so far. Two
doctors, Ashok
Naniwal and ML Tak,
who were performing a
surgery on a patient,
who remains uncon-
scious, are seen en-
gaged in a verbal spat
with one another. In
the video, one of the two

doctors even threatens
to assault the other.
The superintendent of
the Umaid Hospital
said, "When the woman
was admitted fetus had
a low heartbeat. We
will probe reason for
newborn's death."
Reacting to the inci-
dent Health minister,
Kali Charan Saraf told
DH, "We have sought
the report from the en-
quiry committee. The
government will take
stringent action
against the guilty. This
is a sheer careless-
ness". The incident
comes two weeks after
a case of medical negli-
gence in Gorakhpur in
Uttar Pradesh, that
killed over 70 children
at a government hospi-
tal.

Doctors fight in operation theatre
of Jodhpur hospital, newborn dies

Press Trust of India

New Delhi, Aug 30

The Supreme Court
on Wednesday directed
for maintaining status
quo on 'Gurdwara
Gurudongma' at Sikkim
on a plea alleging move
to destroy it under the
garb of renovation. A
bench presided over by
Chief Justice Dipak
Misra disposed of a writ
petition filed by law stu-
dent Amritpal Singh
Khalsa and other for re-
straining Sikkim gov-
ernment from carrying
out the works. A counsel
representing the state
government submitted
that a similar plea is
pending before the High
Court, which is to come
up for consideration on
September 13. The court
then asked the petitioner
to approach the HC but
ordered status quo till
the matter is heard be-

fore the HC. On Tuesday,
the court had asked
Singh, and co-petitioner
Ajmer Singh Randhawa
to provide a copy of his
petition to Sikkim gov-
ernment's counsel in or-
der to enable it to explain
the situation.  The peti-
tioners have claimed
“imminent threat of

demolition” under the
garb of renovation of
'Gurdwara
Gurudongma'. They
claimed 'Sri Guru
Granth Sahib' and other
religious items have
been shifted out of site
without a notice, an or-
der, or due process of
law. They contended

that the authorities must
be restrained from car-
rying out their actions as
those were against fun-
damental rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution.
They further claimed
that they have sufficient
historic books and docu-
ments as evidence which
indicated that Guru
Nanak Ji, the first Guru
of Sikhs, went to
'Gurdwara
Gurudongma' in its cur-
rent place. “If the respon-
dents (Sikkim govern-
ment authorities) wish
to carry out any renova-
tion work a prior notice
of one month should be
given to Sikh
priest/Sikh people stay-
ing in Sikkim/ SGPC,
Amritsar so that appro-
priate action for shifting
of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib as per Sikh Rehat
Maryada/ Code of
Conduct can be taken,”
they said.

SC orders status quo on 'Gurdwara
Gurudongma' at Sikkim

Press Trust of India, 

Mumbai, Aug 30 

Mumbai's famed 'dab-
bawalas' today cancelled their
delivery of over two lakh
tiffins to office goers in the
city in view of the disruption
of suburban rail services.
Dabbawalas, who had ven-
tured out on their task yester-
day, returned home only this
morning after being stranded
at railway stations. 

"The over 5,000 'dab-
bawalas' who deliver around
two lakh 'dabbas' (tiffins) a
day won't be able to do so to-
day as they returned only this
morning after being stranded
at railway stations," Subhash
Talekar, spokesperson of the
Mumbai Dabbawala
Association told PTI. "We will
resume our services tomor-
row," he said. The tiffin deliv-
ery men use suburban trains

to ensure the lunch boxes
reach their destinations on
time. The three railway lines
– Western, Central and
Harbour – that link 70 sta-
tions, ensure that the lunch
boxes travel from the farthest
northern suburbs to the busi-
ness areas on the southern tip
of the city within a maximum
of two hours, Talekar said.
The tiffin delivery men, most
of who come from villages
around Pune, are from the
Maratha community. 

On August 9, the
'Dabbawalas' took a day off to
join the Maratha reservation
rally here and to express soli-
darity with the movement for
demanding reservation to
Maratha community in jobs
and education. The dabbawal-
las pride themselves on the
'deliver on time' motto, irre-
spective of Mumbai’s heat or
heavy rains.

No 'dabbawala' service in
rain-hit Mumbai today

Press Trust of India

Jaipur, Aug 30 

In an unusual order,
Rajasthan High Court has
asked two IAS officers to pay
the benefits of deemed rein-
statement and arrears of
salary to the legal heirs of the
employee from their pen-
sions, whom they dismissed
without following the due
process of law. A single-judge
bench of Justice SP Sharma
directed the state government
to recover damages for the il-
legal termination of a
Rajasthan State Handloom
Development Corporation
(RHDC) employee from the
pension of retired IAS officer
Umrao Salodia and Damodar
Sharma. The bench directed
that the recoveries be made
within four months. The or-
der came 16 years after the in-
justice meted out to the em-
ployee and 11 years after his
death in 2008.  The order came
on a petition filed by Sashi
Mohan Mathur who had
worked in the post of proba-
tionary junior assistant at the

Rajasthan State Handloom
Development Corporation
from October 11, 1991, and re-
mained on probation till 1996.
However, owing to “false”
charges of embezzlement of
Rs 52,588, he was retrenched
and dismissed from service by
the then charge of the RHDC,
IAS Umrao Salodia and man-
aging director of the corpora-
tion Damodar Sharma on
October 17, 1997. Mathur ap-
proached high court in 2002
but he passed away in 2008. 

Later his wife continued
to fight the legal battle. The
court found appellant author-
ity guilty for not following the
law and a bench of Justice
Sanjeev Prakash Sharma di-
rected that Mathur be treated
as being employed and his ar-
rears recovered from the pen-
sion and other postretirement
benefits of Salodia and
Sharma.  It is to be recalled
that former IAS Umrao
Salodia was in the news for
converting to Islam after he
was not appointed the chief
secretary to Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje in 2016.

Raj HC direct deceased govt
employee's arrears be paid
from IAS officer's pesion

Press Trust of India

Chennai, Aug 30

Tamil Nadu governor Ch
Vidyasagar on Wednesday
refused to accept the
Opposition parties' demand
for a test floor in the
Assembly following 19 MLAs
withdrawing support to
Edappadi K Palaniswami's
government saying that he
cannot intervene on the issue
since the rebel legislators
"still belongs to AIADMK".
Governor's intimation came
when leaders from CPI, CPI-
M, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK) and Manitha
Neya Makkal Katchi (MMK)
met Vidyasagar and submit-
ted a memorandum to him
seeking floor test saying that
19 MLAs, supporting "oust-
ed" AIADMK leader TTV
Dhinakaran have already
withdrawn their support to
the chief minister. "When we
met him in the morning, the

governor told us that he can-
not take any decision with re-
gard to our plea since the 19
MLAs, who submitted indi-
vidual letters, are still with

AIADMK", VCK chief Thol
Thirumavalavan said soon
after the meeting. 

According to the VCK
leader, the governor also in-

formed him that it was a
crisis within AIADMK
and he has no role to inter-
vene. In addition, the
Vidyasagar also told the
leaders that since neither
the 19 rebel MLAs were
expelled from the party
nor they joined any other
political party, it cannot
be taken into considera-
tion that Palaniswami
lost his majority in the
House. 

Meanwhile, CPI
leader, who also met the
governor said, the leaders
of the opposition have de-
cided to meet the
President on Thursday
over the issue. Expressing
shock over governor's re-
fusal to take a decision on
the letter given by his sup-

porting legislators, the rebel
leader Dhinakaran said that
he would consult the legal ex-
perts immediately for fur-
ther course of action.

Tamil Nadu governor refuses to
take decision for floor test
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Washington, Aug 30 

China is building a modern and re-
gionally powerful navy with a limited but
growing capability for conducting opera-
tions beyond the country's shores, a con-
gressional report said.

Chinese navy ships in recent years
have begun to conduct operations away
from China's home waters, including the
broader waters of the Western Pacific, the
Indian Ocean, and the waters surround-
ing Europe, including the Mediterranean
Sea and the Baltic Sea.

Consistent with these goals, ob-
servers believe China wants its military
to be capable of acting as a force that can
deter US intervention in a conflict in
China's near-seas region over Taiwan or
some other issue, or failing that, delay the
arrival or reduce the effectiveness of in-
tervening US forces, Congressional
Research Service said in a recent report.

China is building a modern and re-
gionally powerful navy with a limited but
growing capability for conducting opera-
tions beyond China's shores, the report
said.The CRS as the name indicates is an
independent and bipartisan wing of the
US Congress, whose experts prepares re-
ports and research materials for US law-
makers on issues of their interest for them

to take informed decision.
Prepared by experts, these are not

considered as an official policy of the US
Congress.

In its report, dated August 18, the CRS
said additional missions for China's navy

include conducting maritime security
(including anti-piracy) operations, evacu-
ating Chinese nationals from foreign
countries when necessary, and conduct-
ing humanitarian assistance and disaster
response operations.

"The issue for Congress is how the US
Navy should respond to China's military
modernisation efforts, particularly its
naval modernisation effort. Decisions
that Congress reaches on this issue could
affect US Navy capabilities and funding
requirements and the US defense indus-
trial base," it said.

Although many of China's long-dis-
tance naval deployments have been for
making diplomatic port calls, some of
them have been for other purposes, in-
cluding conducting training exercises
and carrying out antipiracy operations in
waters off Somalia, it said, adding that
China is now looking at military bases
overseas.

Its first such military base has been
established in Djibouti. "In March 2017, it
was reported that China might deploy a
contingent of Chinese marines to the com-
mercial port at Gwadar, Pakistan, to help
maintain security at that port," CRS said.

The report said some observers are
concerned that a combination of growing
Chinese naval capabilities and budget-
driven reductions in the size and capabili-
ty of the US.

Navy could encourage Chinese mili-
tary overconfidence and demoralise US
allies and partners in the Pacific, and
thereby destabilise or make it harder for
the US to defend its interests in the region.

China building modern, regionally
powerful navy: report

Press Trust of India, 

Washington, Aug 30 

The US values its relationship
and partnership with Pakistan, the
Trump administration has said,
days after Islamabad suspended of-
ficial visits and talks with
Washington to protest against
President Donald Trump's criticism
of it for providing safe havens to
militants.

Pakistan this week postponed at
least three meetings with the
Trump administration. A meeting
of Pakistan Foreign Minister
Khawaja Asif with Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson was also can-
celled.

Acting Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central Asia
Alice Wells and Lisa Curtis, who
heads the South Asia policy wing at
National Security Council of the
White House were scheduled to visit
Pakistan this week.Asif on Monday
said suspension of official visits and
talks are a mark of protest against
Trump's criticism towards it.
Trump last week warned Pakistan
of continued presence of terrorist

safe havens and support to terrorist
organisations.

"We continue to value our part-
nership with Pakistan and look for-
ward to scheduling meetings at a
mutually convenient time," a State
Department spokesperson told PTI.
However, it is believed that the US
is trying to revive the dialogue
process through its embassy in
Islamabad.

Meanwhile, Senator Dan
Sullivan, a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee,
praised Trump for his Afghan poli-
cy. "It is particularly significant
thatthe president indicated US in-
volvement going forward would be
based on strategic considerations
rather than arbitrary timelines,
and that he emphasised increasing
pressure on Pakistan to eliminate
terror safe havens as well as work-
ing with our allies and partners in
the region," he said yesterday.

Congressman Tom Cole de-
scribed this as a winning strategy.
"The President's call for support and
action from Pakistan and India has
been long overdue. 

Value ties with Pak,
looks forward to 

scheduling meetings: US

Press Trust of India,

Houston, Aug 30 

A 24-year-old Indian stu-
dent died here today, three
days after he was rescued
along with another Indian
woman from a swollen lake in
the US state of Texas where
Hurricane Harvey wreaked
havoc.

Nikhil Bhatia, a PhD stu-
dent at the Texas A&M
University, was rescued from
the Lake Bryan, where he
along with Shalini Singh had
gone swimming, on Saturday.

Bhatia who was critical
died in hospital while Singh
continues to be in a critical
condition, according to offi-
cials at the Indian Consulate
here.Bhatia, originally from
Jaipur, along with Singh, 25,
from New Delhi, were admit-
ted to a hospital in a critical
condition.Singh was pursu-
ing Masters degree in public
health from the same univer-
sity.According to their
friends and some witnesses,
the two were swimming in the
lake when a sudden current of
water pushed them deeper.

The friends accompany-
ing them noticed that the duo
were in distress and flagged
down nearby police officers.

Bryan Police officers
were able to rescue and pro-
vide cardiopulmonary resus-
citation to the victims until
medics arrived, according to
Bryan Mayor Andrew
Nelson.Consul General of

India in Houston Anupam
Ray has been monitoring
their medical needs and situa-
tion closely. According to the
consulate office, Bhatia's
mother Dr Suman Bhatia has
already arrived and was as-
sisted by the consulate amidst
the worsening flood situation
here.Around 13 million peo-
ple were battling "catastroph-
ic" flooding and torrential
rains in the storm-ravaged
Texas where Hurricane
Harvey has wreaked havoc,
turning streets into raging
rivers and claiming at least
nine lives.Meteorologists
have forecast that the historic
rainfall will dump up to 50
inches by tomorrow.Heavy

rain bands were expected to
move in over the Houston
area overnight, which will
continue the catastrophic and
life-threatening flash-flood
emergency in the area.

At least 200 Indian stu-
dents stranded at the
University of Houston due to
the flooding after Hurricane
Harvey hit Texas were being
evacuated to safer places, au-
thorities have said.

The students were being
provided food and other sup-
plies by the Indian-American
community in the area.

India's Consul-General in
Houston Ray has been in
touch with the students and
monitoring the evacuation

process.Hundreds of Indian
students, who were stranded
in their homes and ran out of
food, are being helped by the
consulate.

Ray said members of the
Indian graduate students' or-
ganisations had reached out
to him through Facebook last
night. Despite all roads being
inundated with water and
closed for traffic, 

Ray personally went to
the apartment complex where
more than 250 Indian students
were stranded.According to
local community leaders, at
least 100,000 of Indian-
Americans live in and around
Houston area have been badly
hit by the hurricane.

Indian student rescued from
lake in hurricane-hit Texas dies

Maungdaw Aug 30:

At least 18,500
Rohingya have crossed into
Bangladesh since fighting
erupted in Myanmar`s
neighbouring Rakhine
state six days ago, the
International Organization
for Migration said
Wednesday.

Plumes of smoke bil-
lowed from several burning
villages in the worst-hit sec-
tion of the state, according
to an AFP reporter on a gov-
ernment-led trip to the area,
as the violence showed little
sign of abating despite secu-
rity sweeps by Myanmar`s
police and troops.

The clashes began on
Friday after militants from
Myanmar`s Rohingya
Muslim minority communi-
ty staged deadly surprise
raids on police posts.

At least 110 people, in-
cluding 11 state officials,
have been confirmed dead
and thousands of Rohingya
have poured across the bor-
der to Bangladesh despite
Dhaka`s attempts to stop
them.

"As of last night, 18,500
people have come across,"
Chris Lom, the IOM`s Asia-
Pacific spokesman, told
AFP, adding an unknown
number were still stuck on
the Myanmar side of the
border.Lom said exact fig-
ures were difficult to obtain
because many of those who
crossed into Bangladesh
might not have registered

with local authorities. 
On Tuesday an estimat-

ed 6,000 had massed at the
"zero line" border with
Bangladesh, days after the
area came under mortar
and machine gun fire by
Myanmar security forces.

The Rohingya, the
world`s largest stateless mi-
nority and subject to severe
restrictions on their move-
ments, are barred from offi-
cially crossing.

Bangladeshi authori-
ties on Wednesday tough-
ened patrols in a bid to pre-
vent more arrivals in a
country that already hosts
an estimated 400,000
Rohingya.

Rohingya have sneaked
across the land border in
large number or swum the
Naf River which marks part
of the frontier. But tragedy
befell some of them.

The bodies of two
Rohingya women and two
children washed up on
Bangladeshi soil on
Wednesday, an official
there told AFP, victims of
drowning after their rick-
ety boat capsized.

Among the dead and
displaced are also ethnic
Rakhine Buddhists and oth-
er tribal groups, who say
they were targeted by the
Rohingya militants.

A boatload of tired-look-
ing displaced people ar-
rived in the Rakhine state
capital Sittwe on
Wednesday afternoon after
being evacuated from

Buthiduang township, one
of the epicentres of the vio-
lence. 

A few hours further
west towards Bangladesh,
Rohingya villagers said
their homes had been set on
fire by security forces. 

"Villagers are running
away... where do we have to
live now?" one told AFP
from a village near
Maungdaw, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

It was not immediately
possible to verify his ac-
count but Rohingya who
have made it into
Bangladesh have brought
similar testimony with
them.

Large fires were visible
early Wednesday from the
May Yu river that cuts
through the area worst hit
by unrest, according to the
AFP reporter.

Outlying villages in
Myanmar have witnessed
some of the worst violence,
raising fears security oper-
ations are shielded from
scrutiny by the danger and
inaccessibility of the area.

Rohingya villagers are
stuck between police and
troops hunting down the in-
surgents and militants of-
fering sporadic resistance.

But witnesses among
the displaced reaching
Bangladesh have told AFP
some Rohinyga men are
heeding a call to arms by the
militants and staying be-
hind to fight in their vil-
lages.

At least 18,500 Rohingya flee to
Bangladesh as Rakhine unrest rages

US conducts
missile

defense test
off Hawaii
coast

Hawaii Aug 30: 

The U.S. Missile Defense
Agency and the Navy suc-
cessfully conducted a mis-
sile defense test off the coast
of Hawaii, MDA said in a
statement on Wednesday.

The test, scheduled well
in advance, was done from
the USS John Paul Jones and
comes a day after North
Korea fired a ballistic mis-
sile over Japan.

The test, using Standard
Missile-6 guided missiles, in-
tercepted a medium-range
ballistic missile
target.North Korea said its
missile launch was to count-
er U.S. and South Korean
military drills, and was a
first step in military action
in the Pacific to "contain" the
U.S. territory of Guam. 

The launch was con-
demned by the United
Nations as an "outrageous"
act.The MDA said the test
gives the naval component of
the missile defense system
higher ability to intercept
ballistic missiles in their ter-
minal phase.Japan has been
worried that the United
States has so far declined to
arm it with a powerful new
radar, Reuters reported on
Wednesday.

Seoul, Aug 30 

Nuclear-armed North
Korea today said that it had
fired a missile over Japan the
previous day, the first time it
has ever acknowledged doing
so.

The launch represented a
major escalation by
Pyongyang in the face of ten-
sions over its weapons pro-
grammes, which have seen it
threaten to send a salvo of mis-
siles towards the US territory
of Guam and prompted
President Donald Trump to
warn of "fire and fury".

Shortly before the North
Korean statement, Trump
said that "all options" were on
the table, reviving his implied
threat of pre-emptive US mili-
tary action just days after con-
gratulating himself that North
Korea's Kim Jong-Un ap-
peared to be "starting to re-
spect" him by holding off on
missile firings.

The launch of the
Hwasong-12 intermediate-
range missile was supervised
by leader Kim Jong-Un, the of-
ficial Korean Central News
Agency reported. It "crossed
the sky above Oshima penin-
sula of Hokkaido and Cape
Erimo of Japan along the pre-
set flight track and accurately
hit the preset target waters in
northern Pacific", it said.

South Korea's military
yesterday said that it had trav-
elled around 2,700 kilometres
(1,700 miles) and reached a
maximum altitude of 550 kilo-
metres. North Korea has twice
previously sent rockets over
the main islands of Japan, in
1998 and 2009, but on both occa-
sions claimed they were space
launch vehicles."The drill had
no impact on the security of
the neighbouring countries,"

KCNA insisted, adding that
Kim expressed "great satisfac-
tion" over the launch. There
would be "more ballistic rock-
et launching drills with the
Pacific as a target in the fu-
ture", it cited him as
saying.The launch, it added,
was timed to mark the 107th
anniversary of the "disgrace-
ful" Japan-Korea treaty of
1910, under which Tokyo
colonised the Korean peninsu-
la. It ushered in a period of op-
pressive ruled that only ended
with Japan's defeat in the
Second World War and is re-
sented by Koreans on both
sides of the divided peninsula,
complicating the relationship
between Tokyo and Seoul,
both of them US allies threat-
ened by Pyongyang.With the
launch, KCNA said, Kim "gave
vent to the long- pent grudge of
the Korean people" with "a
bold plan to make the cruel

Japanese islanders insensible
on bloody August 29".
Yesterday's missile overflight
triggered consternation in
world capitals and on the
ground, with sirens blaring
out and text message alerts be-
ing sent in Japan warning peo-
ple to take cover.

"Threatening and desta-
bilising actions only increase
the North Korean regime's iso-
lation in the region and among
all nations of the world,"
Trump said in a White House
statement. "All options are on
the table."

At an emergency meeting
of the UN Security Council in
New York -- which has already
imposed seven sets of sanc-
tions on Pyongyang over its
weapons programmes --
Washington's Ambassador
Nikki Haley warned that
"enough is enough" and that
tough action had to be taken.

North Korea says fired missile over Japan
Kuala Lumpur Aug 30:

Hundreds of protesters
demonstrated in Malaysia
today in support of
Myanmar's Rohingya
Muslim minority after re-
newed violence forced thou-
sands to flee the country.

Fresh fighting broke out
in Rakhine state last week
between security forces and
Rohingya militants after the
militants staged raids on po-
lice posts.The violence is
still raging, and at least 110
people are so far confirmed
dead while at least 18,500
Rohingya have fled to neigh-
bouring Bangladesh, ac-
cording to the International
Organisation for Migration.

Fighting in Rakhine of-

ten prompts anger in
Muslim- majority Malaysia.
On Wednesday about 1,000
protesters -- most of whom
were believed to be
Rohingya -- gathered near a
major road in Kuala
Lumpur calling for an end to
violence against the minori-
ty.Some of the demonstra-
tors wept and claimed that
their families were being
killed, while others waved
banners that read "Stop
Rohingya genocide" and
"Save Rohingya".

The demonstration was
peaceful but about 20 pro-
testers were arrested for al-
leged immigration offences.

A smaller protest was al-
so held outside the

Myanmar embassy.
"We are demanding

(Myanmar) stops this vio-
lence against the Rohingya,"
said Mohd Azmi Abdul
Hamid, leading the embassy
group.There are almost
60,000 Rohingya refugees in
Malaysia, according to the
United Nations, where they
form part of a large work-
force of immigrants doing
low-skilled jobs spurned by
locals in the relatively afflu-
ent country.

Persecution of the
Rohingya, reviled as illegal
immigrants by the majority
Buddhist population in
Myanmar, has caused much
anger in Malaysia and
across the Muslim world.

Caracas Aug 30: 

Venezuela will prosecute those who
supported recent U.S. sanctions against
the South American country, its
Constituent Assembly, made up of govern-
ment supporters, agreed on Tuesday.

Last week, Washington imposed finan-
cial sanctions against Caracas in an effort
to cut back funds for the already severely
cash-strapped government.

President Nicolas Maduro described
the move as illegal and designed to "as-
phyxiate" the economy and lead the oil-
rich nation to default.

"We accept the call of President
Nicolas Maduro to initiate, together with
the competent state authorities, a histori-
cal judgement of treason against those en-
gaged in the promotion of these immoral
actions against the interests of the
Venezuelan people," said Diosdado
Cabello, a senior member of the body.

Former Foreign Minister Delcy
Rodriguez, who now presides over the
Assembly, said it would urge the chief
prosecutor and the Supreme Court to initi-
ate investigations.President Nicolas
Maduro described the move as illegal and
designed to "asphyxiate" the economy and
lead the oil-rich nation to default.

During the nearly three hours of the
debate, members accused opposition
politicians of supporting the sanctions and
brought out a communique issued by the
opposition in which they celebrate the
sanctions of the government of U.S.
President Donald Trump.

Venezuela is experiencing an unprece-
dented economic crisis, with millions suf-
fering food and medicine shortages as well
as triple-digit inflation.

The socialist president accuses his op-
ponents of waging an "economic war"
against the country, with help from the
United States.

Harvey rampage continues ahead
of second landfall, 10 dead

Press Trust of India, 

Houston, Aug 30 

Harvey, one of the most destructive storms in US
history, battered Texas for the fourth day today even as
more heavy rains were expected to lash the region, low-
ering hopes of relief from the deluge that has submerged
homes, turned neighbourhood streets into lakes and
killed 10 people.

The first responders to the catastrophic flooding
took to boats to rescue thousands of stranded residents.
Authorities warned that more than 30,000 people across
the region could be forced from their homes when the
skies clear later this week.

Ten people have died in storm-related incidents, six
of them drowned in a van, trying to escape the floods.
The six - including four children - were unable to get out
through the back door of the van as flood water resisted
their efforts.

According to the National Weather Service (NWS),
up to three inches of rainfall was expected in eastern 

Harris, eastern Galveston and eastern Montgomery
counties by Thursday morning. Harder hit in the com-
ing days will be counties further east, including those
along the Texas-Louisiana border, likely to be inundat-
ed with up to 15 more inches of rainfall.

According to CNN Weather Centre, Harvey was
gearing up for another landfall tomorrow morning near
the Texas-Louisiana border. Houston, the fourth-largest
city in the US and the most populous in Texas, was still
conducting emergency operations, with multiple road
closures and no access to area hospitals for ambulances,
after Hurricane Harvey, a Category 4 storm, made land-
fall on Friday night.

Harvey has since lost its intensity, leaving behind a
trail of destruction that could take years to overcome.

Desperate residents have taken to social media to
plead for help, posting images of their families stranded
at home.President Donald Trump and and First Lady
Melania today visited Texas to show his support to the
storm-ravaged people in the face of the "terrible
tragedy". Wearing a white USA baseball cap, Trump
landed in Corpus Christi and received briefings with
state leaders and local and federal officials.

"Nobody's ever seen anything likethis and I just
want to say thatworking with the governor andhis en-
tire team has been anhonour for us ... We don't want to
congratulate. 

Protest in Malaysia against Myanmar violence

Venezuela to prosecute those supporting US sanctions
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Press Trust of India,

Karachi, Aug 30 

Test batsman Sharjeel
Khan was today handed a five-
year ban by the anti-corrup-
tion tribunal of the PCB for his
role in a spot-fixing scandal
during the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) in February this
year.

Sharjeel was banned for
breaching five clauses of the
anti-corruption code of the
PCB.A short order released by
the tribunal said that Sharjeel
would serve the five-year ban
in two phases with two-and-a-
half years being a suspended
sentence to be served under ob-
servation of the PCB.

The ban is effective from
February 10 this year when he
was first suspended and sent
back from Dubai on spot-fixing
charges along with another
Pakistan player Khalid Latif.

The punishment imposed
by the tribunal, headed by a
former Lahore High Court
judge Justice Asghar Haider
means that Sharjeel, 28, can re-
vive his career after two years.

"We are okay with the deci-
sion and like I had said, the
PCB was unable to produce suf-
ficient evidence to convince
the tribunal that my client did
did indeed do spot-fixing," his
lawyer, Shaighan Ejaz told the
media.

Sharjeel, who has played
in one Test, 25 One-dayers and
25 T20 matches was hailed as a
"Warner" for Pakistan by for-
mer head coach, Waqar Younis
who said he was very disap-
pointed after learning about
Sharjeel's PSL fixing issue.

The tribunal's decision is
as a setback for the PCB which
had repeatedly claimed to have
sufficient evidence against
Sharjeel and Khalid Latif in
the case.

The PCB had even asked
the tribunal for a life ban on the
two players. The tribunal will
give a verdict on Latif's case
next month after first starting
its hearings into the PSL fixing
cases in April this year.

The PCB claims that
Sharjeel and Khalid met with
bookmakers in Dubai and the
former accepted a spot-fixing

offer and played two dot balls
as per a deal with the bookmak-
er.

Sharjeel has denied play-
ing the dot balls as part of a spot
fixing deal and his lawyer pro-
duced expert witnesses -- for-

mer Test batsmen Dean Jones,
Muhammad Yousuf and Sadiq
Muhammad -- to confirm
Sharjeel played the balls on
merit in the first match of the
PSL this year.

Sharjeel is not the first

Pakistani to be banned in a cor-
ruption case as before him for-
mer Pakistan Test captain
Salim Malik was given a life
ban for match-fixing by the
Justice Malik Qayyum inquiry
commission in 2000 but a lower
court later overturned the ban.

In early 2011, another
Pakistan captain, Salman Butt
and pacers, Muhammad
Aamir and Muhammad Asif
were given minimum five-year
bans by an ICC anti-corruption
tribunal for spot- fixing during
the series in England in 2010.

All three completed their
bans and are now back playing
competitive cricket with
Aamir making a comeback for
the Pakistan team as well.

In 2012-13, Pakistan Test -
spinner, Danish Kaneria was
banned for life any an anti-cor-
ruption tribunal of the
England and Wales Cricket
Board for fixing in English
county cricket while playing
for Essex.

Other players have also
been fined for not cooperating
with the Justice Qayyum in-
quiry.

Sharjeel gets five-year
ban in spot-fixing case Leeds Aug 30: 

West Indies captain
Jason Holder said he had
never lost belief in his side af-
ter they vindicated his faith
with a stunning five-wicket
win over England in the sec-
ond Test at Headingley.The
West Indies chased down a
seemingly tough target of 322
with more than four overs to
spare on Tuesday's final day.

Shai Hope led the way
with 118 not out as the West
Indies won a Test in England
for the first time in 17 years.

None of Hope's previous
11 Tests had yielded a hun-
dred.But this match saw the
23-year-old Barbados bats-
man score two, with
Tuesday's knock following
his first-innings 147.Opener
Kraigg Brathwaite fell just
five runs short of also scoring
twin hundreds at
Headingley, combining with
Hope for two partnerships
worth 390 runs in total, in-
cluding a key stand of 144 on
Tuesday.The West Indies
will now head to Lord's for
next week's third Test all
square at 1-1 in the three-
match series following a win
made all the more remark-

able by their humiliating in-
nings and 209-run defeat in
the first Test at Edgbaston.

That inept display
prompted West Indies great
Curtly Ambrose to label the
current side "embarrassing"
and "pathetic".

'Rebound':"It feels really
good, especially after the
game in Edgbaston, it was a
tough loss," Holder told re-
porters after an astonishing
fifth day in Leeds.

"A lot of teams would
have crumbled coming back
into the second Test match
and probably would not have
given England the fight that
we gave them," the towering
all-rounder added.

"I said at the beginning of
this Test match that I back
these guys to rebound and
there was no better way to do
it."The aptly-named Hope,
the first batsman to score two
hundreds in both innings in
127 years of first-class cricket
at Headingley, was proud to
have played his part in a
morale-boosting success.

"It was mainly about
winning the game, especially
after the loss at Edgbaston.

"Knowing how much the
fellas really wanted this win,

you could see the fight and
belief in the dressing room
on the faces of the guys,"
added Hope, the first West
Indies batsman since Gordon
Greenidge at Old Trafford in
1976 to score hundreds in
both innings of a Test in
England.

When Joe Root declared
England's second innings on
490 for eight late on Monday,
allowing his bowlers to have
six overs before stumps on
the fourth day, few pundits
thought he had made a major
mistake on his Yorkshire
home ground.

And Root, set to lead
England in their Ashes de-
fence in Australia later this
year, insisted this experience
would not stop him declaring
again in similar circum-
stances."I don't think it will,"
he said. "The declaration
might not have been timed
right but I thought it was a
positive thing to do, we're a
side that want to go out there
and win Test matches."

Both sides dropped sev-
eral catches each, with
England's missed chances ul-
timately proving the more
costly."

Shai Hope stars as Jason
Holder’s West Indies shock
England in Headingley Test

Press Trust of India, 

Colombo, Aug 30

Mahendra Singh Dhoni
will be cynosure of all eyes as
he gears up for his 300th ODI
with a marauding India ready
to tighten the noose around be-
leaguered Sri Lanka in the
penultimate encounter of the
five-match series, here tomor-
row.And there is a good oppor-
tunity for the former India cap-
tain to come up with a memo-
rable performance in his mile-
stone match since Sri Lanka
have hardly come aross as re-
spectable rivals in the lop-
sided series.

Considered one of the
greatest finishers in 50-over
cricket, Dhoni will join India's
elite 'Club 300', which has
Sachin Tendulkar (463), Rahul
Dravid (344), Mohammed
Azharuddin (334), Sourav
Ganguly (311) and Yuvraj
Singh (304).Dhoni should be in
fine fettle after playing a signif-
icant role in bailing out the
team in back-to-back tricky
chases against the hosts, slow-
ly falling apart.

The unbeaten knocks of 45
and 67 under pressure is a
proof that he is still not fin-
ished and his eyes are firmly
set on the 50-over World Cup of
2019.From being a world class
finisher to playing a second fid-
dle to Rohit Sharmas and
Bhuvneshwar Kumars, Dhoni
has added another dimension
to his game.Although one can't
dismiss the fact that a rag-tag
Sri Lankan bowling attack,
save mystery spinner Akila
Dananjaya, has failed to keep
up the pressure on Dhoni and
Co. after making initial in-
roads.

The series already sealed
with an unassailable 3-0 lead,
Virat Kohli's next aim would
be to give a chance to players
who have only warmed the
benches so far such as Kuldeep
Yadav, Manish Pandey,
Ajinkya Rahane and Shardul
Thakur.Kohli himself had a
couple of low scoring games
and he would look to get back to
scoring some more runs along
with KL Rahul, who has not ex-
actly looked comfortable in an
unfamiliar No. 4 position.

The only man who would
feel a bit of pressure is Kedar
Jadhav after successive ducks.
More than the two blobs, what
will bother the Jadhav is the
fact that he is unable to read
Dananjaya's deliveries.

In the first match, he was
fooled by a googly and in the
second match, he misread the
length, trying to go for a sweep
shot.It will be interesting if the
team management decides to
give Pandey a go instead of
Jadhav. The only thing that
can save him is his flat off-
breaks, which gives Kohli an
additional bowling option.
Jadhav has picked three wick-
ets in the series so far.

Pacer Thakur has looked
sharp in the nets but
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Jasprit Bumrah have only
played three matches and
would not like to take rest.

The India captain has al-
ready hinted that he wants to
rotate players and chinaman
Kuldeep may get a look-in. In
that case, either Yuzvendra
Chahal or Axar Patel will make
way.While India have some
'happy problems' to deal with,
Sri Lanka are in deep trouble,
trying to field a potent first XI.

To begin with, the selec-

tion committee headed by
Sanath Jayasuriya has re-
signed. Sri Lanka Cricket has
accepted their resignation.

However, they will contin-
ue to hold office until the end of
this series but there will be in-
tense spotlight on their selec-
tion decisions as has been the
case for a while now.

Lack of consistency has
been a key element of this
Jayasuriya-led committee's se-
lection process. They have
picked 40 players in ODIs in the
past year alone, and the same
merry-go-round can be fore-
seen ahead of this fourth match
as well.Dinesh Chandimal has
been ruled out of the series
with a hairline fracture on his
right thumb after enduring a
hit in the previous ODI.

To add to their headache,
stand-in skipper Chamara
Kapugedara has been ruled out
of the remainder of the series
as well, owing to an aggravated
back injury (he received med-
ical attention whilst batting
during the third ODI).

Lasith Malinga will lead
the side in the fourth ODI, with
suspended captain Upul
Tharanga expected to handle
the reins in the final ODI on
September 3 as well as the soli-

tary T20I on September 6.
Dhananjaya de Silva and

Dilshan Munaweera have been
added to the squad as covers.
They also have Thisara Perera
and Wanindu Hasaranga on
the bench. Whether the back-
to-the-wall, volatile situation
inspires a fightback remains to
be seen though.

Teams:
India: Virat Kohli (c),

Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit
Sharma, KL Rahul, Manish
Pandey, Ajinkya Rahane,
Kedar Jadhav, MS Dhoni (wk),
Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Jasprit Bumrah,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Shardul
Thakur.

Sri Lanka: Lasith Malinga
(c), Dhananjaya de Silva,
Dilshan Munaweera, Lahiru
Thirimanna, Angelo Mathews,
Niroshan Dickwella (wk),
Kusal Mendis, Milinda
Siriwardana, Malinda
Pushpakumara, Akila
Dananjaya, Lakshan
Sandakan, Thisara Perera,
Wanindu Hasaranga,
Dushmantha Chameera,
Vishwa Fernando, Upul
Tharanga (for fifth ODI).

Match starts at: 2.30pm
IST.

A 'triple hundred' for Dhoni as
India look to consolidate lead

Bangladesh stun Australia
for historic Test win

Dhaka, Aug 30 

Bangladesh registered their first
ever win over Australia in Test crick-
et, beating Steve Smith's men by 20
runs in a thrilling opening game in
Dhaka on Wednesday.All-rounder
Shakib Al Hasan took five wickets
for 85 runs to help the hosts bowl out
Australia for 244 shortly into the sec-
ond session on the fourth day.David
Warner top scored with 112 for the
tourists, who were chasing a target of
265 after bowling out Bangladesh for
221 in the second innings.

Shakib lived up to his billing as
the world's number- one Test all-
rounder, finishing with a match haul
of 10 wickets and making 84 in
Bangladesh's first-innings total of
260.Australia appeared to be coast-
ing towards their fifth consecutive
Test win against Bangladesh when
Warner and Smith resumed the day
on 109 for two.But left-arm spinner
Shakib brought Bangladesh back in-
to the game, dismissing both Warner
and Smith (37) to put pressure on the
former number-one Test side.

Australia are currently ranked
fourth to Bangladesh's lowly ninth.

Shakib's spin partner Taijul
Islam chipped in with three wickets
to cap a memorable day for the side
dubbed the Tigers.The second Test
will be held in Chittagong from
September 4-8.

Colombo Aug 31: 

Sri Lanka’s entire five-man selec-
tion panel will step down en masse after
the current limited overs series against
India following protests over the team’s
slump in form, they said in a statement
on Wednesday.

The panel, led by former captain
Sanath Jayasuriya, came under pres-
sure after Sri Lanka were beaten 3-0 in
the home test series against India and it
intensified when the tourists took an
unassailable 3-0 lead in the ongoing five-
match ODI series.

Irate fans have staged protests over
the team’s poor form and some of them
hurled water bottles to hold up play in
Sunday’s ODI against India at Pallekele.

“(We) have decided after serious
consideration and deliberation to re-
sign from our position at the end of the
ongoing Indian series,” the lengthy
statement opened.

”We wish to state this decision is
made in the best interest of the game,
which is being damaged and hindered
by undue criticism and false allegations
instigated by interested parties with
malicious intent.“The heartbreaking
incidents of unruly behaviour we wit-
nessed at Pallakele last Sunday were the
last straw for us, and we feel that it will
serve this sport we love better if we step
down, rather than allow the influence of

these dark elements to poison the minds
of our people ...”

Angelo Mathews stepped down as
Sri Lanka captain from all formats last
month after they succumbed to their
first ODI series defeat against
Zimbabwe.

Dinesh Chandimal was put in
charge of the test team, who were white-
washed in the test series by India and
now face similar humiliation in ODIs
against their neighbours.

Sri Lanka are currently ranked sev-
enth in the world in test cricket and
eighth in the 50 and 20-over formats, in
both of which they have won World
Cups.

The selectors have been accused of
lacking vision and making frequent
changes to the squad but Jayasuriya has
blamed their struggles on a spate of in-
juries that have plagued the side over
the last 12 months.

“We leave with tears in eyes, but
with our heads held high as we know
that Sri Lanka Cricket is working to a
very defined and strategic plan, build-
ing from the foundation upwards,” the
statement concluded.

“We wish to thank every single Sri
Lankan who loves this game as much,
and even sometimes maybe more than
we do, for their undying support and
passion, and to remind them, it’s always
darkest before the dawn.”

Sanath Jayasuriya-led Sri Lanka selectors
resign en masse after India debacle

Hyderabad, Aug 30 

Bridgestone India, a subsidiary of
tyre and Rubber Company and a
Worldwide Olympic Partner, on
Wednesday announced a partnership
with ace badminton player and Olympic
silver medalist, P.V. Sindhu to be the
company’s first brand ambassador. As
part of the three-year agreement, Sindhu
will be included in Bridgestone’s activa-
tions around its Worldwide Olympic
Partnership.

The ace shuttler recently earned a sil-
ver medal at the World Badminton
Championship in Glasgow. The Padma
Shri recipient became the first Indian
woman to win an Olympic silver medal in
the Olympic Games Rio 2016. Sindhu’s
Olympic medal established her as the
first Indian shuttler to reach the final of
an Olympic Games badminton event and
the youngest Indian to make a podium fin-
ish in an individual event at the
Olympics.Speaking about the collabora-
tion, Mr Kazutoshi Oyama, Executive
Director, Bridgestone India Pvt. Ltd. said,
“Ms Sindhu’s journey is an epitome of
perseverance and determination and is a

setting example to the
youth to ‘Chase Your
Dream’ which echoes
with Bridgestone’s
global association with
the Olympic Games.
She is persistent, de-
pendable and carries a
winning attitude,
which personifies our
brand ethos.”

On her partnership
with Bridgestone India,
Ms Sindhu said, “I am
honoured to be associat-
ed with Bridgestone
India and particularly
excited to be the organi-
zation’s first brand am-
bassador. 

Bridgestone has a
strong sports lineage which is further
strengthened with their Worldwide
Olympic Partnership. This association is
a special one and I look forward to a long
and fulfilling partnership.” Sindhu has
ascertained her commitment to sports
with consistent performance, passion, in-

tegrity and reliability which are common
values shared with Bridgestone and
hence the most suitable brand ambassa-
dor for the brand in India. Sindhu will be
an active part of Bridgestone India’s pro-
motional events, an integral part of CSR
campaigns and the organization’s brand
enhancement activities.

P.V.Sindhu becomes Bridgestone India's first Brand Ambassador

New York Aug 30: 

Rafael Nadal took his US Open
first-round record to 13-0 but
Japanese teenager Naomi Osaka
stole the headlines by knocking out
defending champion Angelique
Kerber as torrential rain caused
more than 50 matches to be shelved
Tuesday.

As players ran for cover from
drenched outside courts where just
90 minutes of action was possible,
and only three matches completed,
Osaka's big-hitting game flourished
under the roof of Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

The world number 46, born in
Japan to a Haitian father and
Japanese mother, won 6-3, 6-1 as
sixth seed Kerber became the first
US Open women's defending cham-
pion to lose in the first round since
Svetlana Kuznetsova in 2005.

World number one Nadal,
meanwhile, began his campaign for

a third US Open title with a 7-6 (8/6),
6-2, 6-2 win over Serbia's Dusan
Lajovic. The 31-year-old Spaniard
recovered from 3-5 down in the
opening set against the 85th-ranked

Lajovic, who has never won a match
in New York.

"When I was down in the first
set, I just tried to be there as he was
playing well and controlling the

points," said French
Open champion
Nadal, who is chasing
a 16th major.

"But the end of the
first set was very im-
portant. I got the break
back and after that,
everything changed."

Osaka, who sur-
rendered a 5-1 final-set
lead on the same court
in losing to Madison
Keys in the third
round 12 months ago,
fired 22 winners as
Kerber went tumbling
out of the world's top
10 as well as the tour-
nament.

"At 4-1, I was hop-
ing I don't do what I did

last year," said the 19-year-old
Osaka, who admitted suffering a
brief flashback to her tearful loss to
Keys.

Osaka will face either Sweden's
Rebecca Peterson or Denisa
Allertova of the Czech Republic for a
place in the last 32.

"I just want to play good. I did
that today and so I want to carry that
into the next match," added the
Japanese teenager, who secured her
first career win over a top-10 player.     

'Not the best day'
Kerber is the third top seed to go

out in the first round after number
two Simona Halep and seventh-
seeded Johanna Konta lost on
Monday.

"She just went for it," said 29-
year-old Kerber. "For sure, it was
not the best day and not the best
match for me."

US Open chiefs decided to can-
cel 44 singles matches and postpone
the completion of 11 others until
Wednesday because of the unrelent-
ing rain.In total, only nine singles
matches were due to be completed
out of a scheduled 64.

US Open: Rafael Nadal beats Dusan Lajovic, Naomi Osaka stuns Angelique KerberLasith Malinga to replace Chamara Kapugedara
as captain for fourth ODI vs India

Melbourne Aug 30:

Right-arm pacer Lasith Malinga will lead Sri Lanka in the ab-
sence of injured Chamara Kapugedera in the fourth ODI of the five-
match series against India in Colombo on Thursday.

Kapugedera, who was roped in as the captain in place of suspend-
ed Upul Tharanga, hurt his back during his side's six-wicket defeat in
the third ODI against the Virat Kohli-led side in Pallekele, thus ruling
him out of the rest of the ongoing series.It should be noted that
Malinga's appointment is the fifth captaincy change to the Sri Lankan
side in the last seven competitive matches.

The Sri Lanka Cricket confirmed that Malinga would captain the
team in Colombo this week, two months after being fined and handed
suspension for comments he made following the ICC Champions
Trophy in June, cricket.com.au reported.The shift in captaincy
comes a day after the Sri Lankan selection committee, headed by
Sanath Jayasuriya, stepped down.

Sri Lanka’s selection panel released a lengthy statement confirm-
ing they had resigned following a horror stretch that has seen them
win just four of their past 15 matches across all formats.

The committee had been at the receiving end of coach Nic Pothas,
who said that 'too many cooks' were spoiling his efforts to revive the
national team besides blaming outside interference for a string of
poor performances in the recent times.
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Is Prabhas the biggest Superstar of
South this year? Ajith and Vijay fans,
buckle up as poll  ends next week

Kaun Banega Crorepati 9: Amitabh
Bachchan will host Abhishek Bachchan
and his Jaipur Pink Panthers on the show

Bigg Boss 11: 4 lakh per
day, Shilpa Shinde’s
whopping demand puts
channel in a fix

Sonakshi Sinha:
Not in awe of
Salman Khan

Sara Ali Khan and Sushant Singh Rajput seek
divine blessings before shooting for Kedarnath

Anushka Sharma’s Pari
shooting gets stalled
after a technician DIES
of electric shock

All eyes on Sara Ali
Khan and Sushant Singh
Rajput as they almost get
ready to begin shooting for
Kedarnath. From what we
know, the fresh new couple
who recently headed to the
destination, are expected to
kick-start their first sched-
ule from September 3. In
fact, just a couple of days
back we even got a confir-
mation on how Kedarnath
is aiming for an April 2018
release. With everything
falling in place at the right
place, right time, it was on-
ly obvious for the team to
visit Kedarnath and seek
blessings before they actu-
ally begin shooting. One
look at the above picture
and you will know what we
are trying to say. We found
these photos on Twitter,
which shows a beautiful
Sara and Sushant looking
all cheerful after a good
darshan at the Kedarnath
temple. We love how Sara is
owning her girl-next-door
imageTalking about Sara’s
look in the film, our source
EXCLUSIVELY revealed to

us how she’s going to go com-
pletely de-glam; precisely al-
so the reason why she has
been stepping out sans make-
up since quite a few days.
Says the source, “Sara is
known for her sexy style
statements, but in Kedarnath
she will be all covered up. She
will be donning some very
simple and basic looks in this
movie.” But despite that,
we’re sure Sara is going to
bowl us over with her sim-
plicity. What do you think?
Ekta Kapoor, the co-producer
of Kedarnath, had earlier
said, “When we heard the sto-
ry, we knew this was it. It’s
Sara’s debut opposite
Sushant. That makes it a
fresh pair and adds an edge to
the project. Kedarnath is an
emotional and riveting tale
that blends India’s beauty
with a love story from the
heartland,” Now it’s left to
see if the story will somehow
also include the Kedarnath
tragedy of 2013. The “emo-
tional” and “riveting” part
has us pretty intrigued. How
about you? Keep watching
this space for latest updates.

Sonakshi Sinha made her Bollywood debut with
the immensely popular cop film Dabangg, which
starred Salman Khan. While Salman played the cen-
tral character, Sonakshi didn’t go unnoticed either
in this blockbuster film. Her dialogue “Thappad se
darr nahi lagta Sahab, pyaar se lagta hai!” still re-
mains a pop culture favourite. She even went on
star in the sequel of the film and has been active
member of Salman’s world tour The Da-Bangg Tour.
You’d think that Sonakshi must totally be in awe of
the superstar, but the actress is here to set the
record straight.<While talking to Neha Dhupia, on
her podcast No Filter Neha, Sonakshi said
“Usually, people are in awe of him…I’m not!” when
asked about Salman by the host. Umm…okay! That
is one sort of reaction for Salman. We wonder what
must Salman have to say to this. Talking about
Dabangg, she also said that it was the first time she
put on make-up. Well, moving on from that revela-
tion, as Sonakshi had quite a lot in store. During
her conversation with Neha, Sonakshi called Times
Square a fish market. Yep! So what happened was
that, as per the actress, she had booked a hotel room
at Times Square which turned out to be smaller
than she imagined or could fit in. False advertising,
you see. Here is what she said:

ABollywood technician has died after allegedly coming
in contact with live wire at the outdoor shooting of
Anushka Sharma-starrer ‘Pari’ in South 24 Parganas

district, police said today.The incident took place on Tuesday
at the shooting location at Korolberia under Leather Complex
police station limits, a senior police officer said. “We are
looking into the matter. The body has been sent for post-
mortem and we are waiting for the report. Primarily, it seems
that the person died of electrocution,” the police officer said.
Shah Alam (28),  a resident of Uttar Pradesh, had probably
touched the live wire in a bamboo bush at the location spot af-
ter the shooting was over, the officer said. “The scene was
shot around a bamboo bush where lights were fitted to illumi-
nate the objects and the main characters. He probably had
touched one of the live wires,” he said. Shah, was taken to a
nearby hospital where he was declared brought dead, he in-
formed. The shooting of the film at that location has been tem-
porarily stopped, he added. Directed by debutant filmmaker,
Prosit Roy, Pari is Anushka’s home production which also
stars Parambrata Chatterjee, of Kahaani fame. Going by the
posters, the film looks quite a heart-wrenching story of a
woman who has gone through a lot of trauma. Keep watching
this space for latest updates on the story.

The competition is still on,
but it looks we already
have our sights on the

winner! A few weeks back, we
had run this year’s annual
South poll where we shortlisted
our choices of South stars who
had the best run this year, be it
with their movies or the
amount of buzz they manage to
create among their fan follow-
ing. So in our shortlisted candi-
dates, we had taken the follow-
ing stars in the poll – Prabhas,

Ajith, Vijay, Mahesh Babu,
Rajinikanth, Mohanlal,
Chiranjeevi, Vikram, Dhanush,
Suriya, Jr NTR, Allu Arjun,
Vijay Sethupathy, Nivin Pauly
and Dulquer Salmaan. The poll
is still open and if you haven’t
cast your vote for your fave star
to win, do so at the earliest. For
the poll is closing next week.
Here’s the link – Prabhas,
Rajinikanth, Mahesh Babu,
Vijay or Ajith Kumar – who is
the BIGGEST star down South?

Currently, Prabhas, who is rid-
ing on the high waves of
Baahubali frenzy, is leading the
poll with ease, gaining a little
more than 36% votes. For the
last few days, it has been this
handsome Telugu actor, who
will be next seen in Saaho, who
has been dominating the poll.
And if that trend continues for
another week, he could end up
being the winner. For the sec-
ond position, we have Mahesh
Babu with nearly 26% votes and

the third being Jr NTR with
12.5% votes. The first three po-
sitions are coveted by Telugu
stars, while fourth, fifth and
sixth positions are taken over
by Ajith, Vijay and Rajinikanth
respectively, the Kollywood
kings. Here is the latest poll up-
date…So is your fave star win-
ning the above poll? If not, what
are you waiting for? Cast your
vote and make sure that your
matinee idol takes the crown.
Time’s running up!

Kaun Banega Crorepati is on its
9th season presently and is hitting
all the right chords. Amitabh
Bachchan is back as the host and the
makers have made a lot of changes to
the format. One of that was of not in-
tegrating any film promotions in the

show. So you might not see any ac-
tors on the game show winning
crores for a cause. But Abhishek
Bachchan is an exception. Wait, be-
fore you take offence to it, let us tell
you he won’t be part of the show to
promote any film. Instead, he will

play the game with the
players of his Pro-Kabaddi
team Jaipur Pink
Panthers. As per Indian
Express, they have al-
ready shot for the episode
last Saturday and soon,
you will be able to see that
on your television sets.
They had a lot of fun shoot-
ing the episode. Quoting a
source, the daily reports,
“As Abhishek owns the
Pro Kabbadi team Jaipur
Pink Panthers, he joined
the teammates to play the
game. Abhishek and
Amitabh share a great
bond and the warmth was
quite visible on the shoot.
Big B was also quite wel-
coming to his son’s team
and together they had a
blast. Abhishek and his
teammates also shared a
lot about their game and
how they have finally
managed to gain some
recognition.”This will be
one amazing episode to
look out for. Abhishek has
been on the show before as
well. He was part of it dur-
ing the promotions of
Happy New Year. That was

a riot of an episode with Deepika
Padukone, Shah Rukh Khan, Farah
Khan, Boman Irani and Vivaan Shah
upping the fun quotient along with
Abhishek. We believe same can be
expected from this one too.

Shilpa Shinde made news throughout 2016
after she alleged that the producer of
Bhabhi Ji Ghar Par Hain Sanjay Kohli

had sexually harassed her. She is a household
name after her performance as Angoori
Bhabhi on the famous sitcom. The matter
made headlines with the producers alleging
that her accusations were fake. They said that
she repeatedly asked for fee hikes and halted
shoot with her unco-operative behaviour.
Shilpa is known for her mercurial tempera-
ment and outspoken nature. The channel,
Colors had approached her to be a part of Bigg
Boss 11 and she had reportedly expressed in-
terest. However, the channel was stunned to
know the amount she wanted to be on the
show. A source informed abplive.com, “Bigg
Boss makers were keen on having Shilpa
Shinde as their celebrity contestant, as she is
beautiful, talented and short tempered too,
which would be all the valid reason for her
joining the show. If not this, then the contro-
versies she carry with herself and has a great
fan base was the reason she was approached by
the makers. But now she is not part of the show
as she demanded 20 Lacs as a signing amount
and 4 lacs per day to stay in the camera-lockup
house. Channel is still pleasing the ban-ac-
tress.” Shilpa has also done an item number in
Patel Ki Punjabi Shaadi. It remains to be seen
if the channel coughs up this kind of moolah
for Shilpa. The confirmed celebrity contest-
ants so far are Pearl V Puri, Nikitin Dheer,
Niti Taylor and Abrar Zahoor. Stay tuned to
Bollywood Life for more scoop and updates…



KATHUA, AUGUST 30:

Deputy Commissioner,
Ramesh Kumar today con-
vened a meeting of senior
officers to discuss the
arrangements for Eid-ul-
Azha. DC directed the con-
cerned departments to
properly regulate supply of
food grains, power and
drinking water, besides
launching cleanliness
drive around Mosques and
Eidgahs. During the meet-
ing he also discussed
arrangements for security,
traffic regulation and de-
ployment of fire tenders at
identified places. He fur-
ther asked the concerned
functionaries to ensure
that people may not face
any inconvenience on ac-
count of shortage of basic
amenities during the festi-
val. The meeting decided to
deploy adequate number of
police and traffic personnel
to ensure security around
the Mosques and better
traffic management to
avoid any inconvenience to
the devotees. Executive
Engineers of PDD and PHE
were directed to ensure un-
interrupted power and wa-
ter supply.  DC also directed
to constitute a committee to
conduct intensive market
inspection to keep a watch
on overcharging by traders
and quality of food stuff be-
ing sold and also to ensure
that the rate lists are dis-
played properly. BDOs and
Tehsildars were directed to
seize plastic bags below 50
microns. The traffic police
was asked to strictly deal
with wrong parkings
around the mosques. AD
CAPD was directed to stock
adequate ration in remote
areas like Bani to avoid in-
convenience during Eid
festival and asked the offi-
cers to take strict action
against black marketers,
hoarders and erring shop-
keepers as per the law.
ADC, ACD, PO ICDS, GM
DIC, CEO MC Kathua and
other district officials were
present in the meeting.

GOF Staff Reporter

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30:

Noted journalist, broad-
caster, author, storyteller,
script writer and lyricist
Neelesh Mishra known for
his famous radio show
‘Yaadon Ka Idiot Box’ today
said that seeing the world
through the prism of the
character is the key for bet-
ter storytelling. Mishra was
speaking at a daylong work-
shop on ‘Radio storytelling’
organized for media students
by the Department of
Information and Public
Relations at Media Complex
here. The workshop was at-
tended by the faculty and me-
dia students of Media
Education Research Centre,
University of Kashmir,

Islamic University of
Science and Technology
Awantipora, Govt Women's
College MA Road and
Government Degree College
Baramulla. Director
Information, Muneer-ul-
Islam, Joint Director
Information (Headquarters)
Abdul Majid Zargar, Deputy
Director Information (PR)
Sheikh Zahoor, Bureau Chief
of 'The Hindu' Peerzada
Ashiq were also present on
the occasion. Regarding the
art of storytelling Mishra
said getting involved in the
character mentally helps in
coming out with good stories.
He asked the students to
stress on delivering the mes-
sage honestly and cited the
instance of a postman whose
job is deliver the message

without adding anything to
it.Mishra offered the media
students internship in story-
telling at his organization
and then turning it into a suc-
cessful entry opportunity in
the media field. He also asked
them to decide and explore ear-
ly about their career choices
and not get influenced by the
peers or family pressure. “A
person can judge himself in
which filed he can do best,” he
said. Mishra shared his jour-
ney of life, full of challenges
and opportunities from his
birth place Nainital to becom-
ing one of the successful voices
in the broadcasting world. He
also shared his behind the
scene conversation with
Mahesh Bhat while research-
ing for a book which led to his
debut song for Bollywood

'Jaadu hai Nasha hai' for Jism.
Speaking on the occasion,
Director Information Muneer-
ul-Islam said the DIPR is al-
ways ready to facilitate the me-
dia students with different gen-
res of media to enrich their
knowledge. He said of late vari-
ous initiatives have been taken
to give professional touch to
the functioning of the
Department and create av-
enues and opportunities for
the media students. The
Director Information an-
nounced that DIPR will soon
start Internship for media stu-
dents, both at Jammu and
Srinagar.  He said that many
more programmes are in
pipeline which would help me-
dia students to get required ex-
posure for launching a success-
ful career in media industry.

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30:

Minister for Health &
Medical Education, Bali
Bhagat declared open the
month-long State level mega
Football Tournament at TRC
Synthetic Turf  Football
Stadium here today in a glit-
tering opening ceremony
which was attended by a
galaxy of sports lovers. For
the first time, such presti-
gious tournament has been
organized by the
Department of Health &
Medical Education in collab-
oration with the J&K State
Sports Council and J&K
Football Association under
the slogan "Play for Health"
(Khelo Sehat Ke Liye) with
an objective to involve
College students  from both
the divisions of the State in
this popular game. The stu-
dents from Degree Colleges
across the State will partici-
pate  in the month-long tour-
ney. The matches will be
played on knockout basis in
almost all the districts. The
semis and final of the event
shall be played in Srinagar.

The inaugural match
was played between Amar
Singh College and S.P.
College. To encourage the
players, the Minister himself
participated in the opening
game as a player that en-
thralled the audience in the
pavilions. Speaking on the
occasion, the Minister said
that sports play a vital role in
the harmonious develop-
ment of the youth, adding the
sports are as important as ed-
ucation. He said that the
Government has given prior-
ity to this sector and has tak-
en various steps for the pro-
motion of Sports activities in
the State. The Union
Government has been pro-
viding liberal funds for up-
grading the existing  and de-
velopment of new infrastruc-
ture under the sector, he
maintained. The Minister
said that the Department of
Health & Medical Education,
which is associated with the
good health of the people has
initiated to give impetus to
the sports activities involv-
ing large number of youth,
especially the college stu-

dents across the State. He
said that the sports not only
keep the youth physically
and mentally fit, but also in-
culcate the sense of team
spirit, responsibility, disci-
pline and patriotism that
help to make one responsible
citizens. The sports activi-
ties also help in keeping the
youth away from the drugs
addiction and various other
social evils in the society,
said the Minister.

Bali said that the initia-
tive will provide an opportu-
nity to the budding players to
showcase their talent which
will help them to make their
way at the national and in-
ter-national level. He said
the football is the popular
sports in the State, especially
in the Kashmir Valley and
hoped that more and more
youth will participate in the
sports activities in the com-
ing times. He said that
Government was making all
out efforts to develop sports
stadia in every nook and cor-
ner of the State to facilitate
the sports persons. He said
that the ace players of the
State  will participate at na-
tional and inter-national lev-
el in various games and
bring laurel to the State and
nation. He wished high suc-
cess to the players and organ-
izers for this lengthy sports
bonanza. Earlier, the
Minister was introduced
with the organizers, players
and sports staff. Meanwhile,
the organizers also gave me-
mentoes to the Minister and

other guests on the occasion.
Dr. Mushtaq Ahmed

Rather, Project Director, J&K
AIDS Control Society, who is
also Nodal Officer of the tour-
nament welcomed the gather-
ing and gave brief account of
activities of the tournament.
He said that the tournament
will be played on knockout ba-
sis between the players of var-
ious Degree Colleges in
Kashmir and Jammu
Divisions in different district
headquarters. The winner
team of the tournament will
be honored with cash awards
of Rs. 1.50 lakh and trophies.
The runner-up and third
place team will  get 1 lakh and
Rs. 50,000/- respectively.
Prominent among those pres-
ent on the occasion included,
Secretary Technical, Health
& Medical Education, Dr.
Abdul Kabir Dar, Principal
JVC, Dr. Rayaz Ahmed
Untoo, Director Family
Welfare, Dr. Sameer Mattoo,
Mission Director, NHM, Dr.
Mohan Singh, Controller
Drugs & Food Control
Organization, Ms. Lotika
Khajuria, Managing
Director, J&K State Medical
Supplies Corporation Ltd,
Inderjeet Bhagat, Principal
Government Dental College,
Srinagar, Dr. Farooq Riaz,
Principal GMC, Dr. Samia
Rashid, prominent foot-
ballers Mehraj-ud-Din
Baddoo, Ishfaq Ahmed,
President J&K Football
Association, Z.A. Thakur and
large number of doctors and
large number of sports lovers.

KULGAM, AUGUST 30:

Minister for Rural
Development, Panchayati
Raj, Law and Justice Abdul
Haq today chaired the
District Development Board
meeting to review the
progress of various develop-
mental projects in the dis-
trict. The meeting was at-
tended by Member of
Parliament, Nazir Ahmad
Laway, MLAs Muhammad
Yousuf Tarigami, Abdul
Majid Bhat (Larmi),
Mohammad Amin Bhat,
Abdul Majid Padder, DDC
Kulgam Talat Parvez, Heads
of concerned departments
and sectoral officers besides
other concerned officers.

While addressing the
Board Meeting, Minister di-
rected the officers to priori-
tize those schemes and proj-
ects which are near comple-
tion but linger on due to mea-
ger funding so that they can
be physically and financially
completed. The chairman ex-
horted the officers to take the
development on mission
mode basis so that its
fruition is cherished by the
general public. The Minister
directed the officers that the
board decisions should be
implemented in letter and
spirit as it acts as institution
of empowerment for people,
which should be strength-
ened. The Minister called for
judicious use of funds and
consolidation of works as per
the requirement and asked
the executing agencies of
various projects to construct
buildings as per require-
ment, not as per the wishes of
contractors. Stating that the
Government has strength-
ened monitoring system to
bring more transparency in
implementation of various
flagship programs, he said
that persons found wasting
public exchequer will be held
responsible and dealt under
law. He also stressed on time-
ly completion of projects.

Earlier, DDC Kulgam
briefed the Board about
progress made in the imple-
mentation of various devel-
opmental projects till date in
the current financial year
2017-18. He informed the
meeting thta Rs 33.45 crore
have been spend in the dis-
trict so far out of the avail-
able budget of Rs 56.59 crore
in the district. The district

has an approved budget of Rs
134.59 crore. He further in-
formed till date roads of 25
kilometres length have been
completed during the cur-
rent fiscal at the cost of Rs
16.94 crore while work is in
progress for completion of
78.46 Kms at the cost of Rs
47.25 crore. Under R&B sec-
tor, Four bridges have also
been completed at the cost of
Rs 7.42 crore viz Brazloo,
Khee, Damhall-Laisoo,
Malwan-Khaloora bridges .
Work is also in progress on 10
bridges being constructed at
the cost of Rs 81.13 crore. The
Meeting was informed that
work on six bridges will be
completed by the end of this
year.  The bridges were fully
washed away during the
floods of September 2014
floods. The ACD Kulgam was
also directed to start the
work on construction of
Akhal-Khulshan road under
MGNREGS which shall be
completed at a cost of Rs 10
lacs. It was given out that
construction of four build-
ings including  a Drug De-ad-
diction Centre, IPD Block-A,
ARTO Office and Sub Centre
Adpora at the cost of Rs 24.22
crore . It was stated that
there are 16 more projects
under execution including
construction of various
buildings out of which four
buildings will be completed
during current fiscal that in-
clude including Polytechnic
College Kulgam , NTPHC
Srandoo, Twin Lecture
Block Degree College
Kulgam. In addition two
blocks of residential quar-
ters for sectoral officers at
Lirrow will also be complet-
ed by the end of this year.

Meeting was further in-
formed that 11 Ultra High

Density Apple Plants
Orchards have been estab-
lished in the district while a
Model Nursery has also been
established. The department
of agriculture has also suc-
cessfully introduced
Mushkibudji and Kamad on
33 plots while High Quality
Paddy Seed Villages have al-
so been established over 126
hectares of land. The depart-
ment of Fisheries provided
huts to seven fishermen at
the cost of Rs 5.12 lakhs. It
was stated in the meeting
that nine Mini Sheep farms
have been established in the
district this year while 25 bi-
cycles along with ice boxes
are targeted to be provided to
fishermen for marketing
purpose. Under Education
sector , the minister was in-
formed that 19 smart class
rooms have been established
during last fiscal while 16 are
at various stages of comple-
tion and 22 new smart class-
rooms have ben approved for
the current fiscal. It was stat-
ed that 57 seasonal Centers
have been established in
meadows of zone Devsar and
DH Pora for the children of
Migratory population. It was
given out that 23225 students
have also been proposed un-
der District Scholarship
Programmes. The Board was
further informed that under
MGNREGA, 10000  man days
have been generated and 3731
works have been completed
so far while there are 1507 on-
going works under the
schemes.  It was stated that
264 families covered under
IAY/PMAY and 668 units
have been verified under
PMAY. Under Swach Bharat
Mission, the Department has
taken up construction of 2856
IHHLs out of which 1072

IHHLs have been finalized. It
was said that two blocks viz
Pombay and Frisal will be de-
clared Open-Defecation Free
by the end of this year.

During the current year
14 Water Supply Schemes
will be completed that will
cover about one lakh souls of
61 habitations. While a proj-
ect of Solid Waste
Management in the district
will also be completed this
year which is under execu-
tion at the cost of Rs 16
crores. Under Power Sector,
seven towns of the district
have been covered under
IPDS scheme with estimated
cost of Rs 16.99 crore while
work has been tendered out
for electrification of 150 habi-
tations at the cost of Rs 21.78
crore under DDUGY. It was
stated that 374 Transformers
were damaged this year out
of which 351 transformers
have also been repaired so
far. The Chief Engineer PDD
apprised the meeting that
work on the workshop shall
be completed within 3
months so that dependence
of Central Workshop and SSI
units could be curtailed
down. During the meeting
legislators of the district
raised numerous issues of
public interest in their re-
spective districts while the
chairman of the board
sought on-spot answers from
the officers regarding vari-
ous issues and passed direc-
tions for the redressal of the
grievances. Meanwhile, ow-
ing to the slow progress of
work execution of different
projects and in light of certain
complaints regarding techni-
cal irregularities in construc-
tion of PHCs, the chairman di-
rected the DDC to hold any en-
quiry into the matter.
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No Talks
where administration and police deal with human beings

and only a person in the field can make an assessment about a
situation on how to handle it. "It is neither advisable nor possi-
ble and it is foolhardy to judge handling of a situation sitting
here in Delhi," he said. "No officer wants a deterioration bad of
law and order situation in his area. No chief minister wants
deterioration of law and order his state," he said. Asked about
the recent stand-off between Indian and Chinese forces in
Dokalam and Ladakh, the home secretary said the Indo
Tibetan Border Police, which comes under the home min-
istry, is not deployed in Dokalam but in Ladakh only. "But
stand-off like situation in Ladakh keep happening. There was
no extra ordinary situation," he said. Asked about activities of
alleged Hindu terrorism, he said terrorism should not be
linked with any religion. "Terrorism is terrorism. It should
not be linked with any religion. No religion allows terrorism.
Those who indulges in terrorism in the name of religion is on-
ly bringing bad name to religion," he said.

Local Militants
buildup areas, which has now stopped. They have now

given space to foreign militants, whether of Jaish (Jaish-e-
Mohammad) or any other group," Khan said. The IGP was
talking to reporters on the sidelines of a cleanliness drive at
the police control room complex here. The top cop said one or
two groups of Jaish were still operating in south Kashmir and
fringes of Srinagar district, even after the death of three ultras
in Pulwama encounter on August 26. Asked whether the secu-
rity forces were on high alert after the Pulwama attack, the
IGP said the forces have to always remain alert.

"There is no high alert, but after the Pulwama incident, we
have to remain more careful. As a human body goes into slum-
ber, we, regularly, have to tell our jawans and officers to re-
main alert. It is part of our drill," he said. On reports that mili-
tants have stopped using mobile phones to avoid getting
traced, Khan said mobiles or not, militants would be neu-
tralised. "We are facing militancy since 1990. There was a
phase when there were no mobiles, still militants were neu-
tralised. Now, there is a phase wherein mobiles are there and
militants are getting neutralised. The work does not stop. If
one thing closes, another opens up and we work on it," he said.
On being quizzed about non-registration of FIR on a complaint
filed by an editor of local daily 'Kashmir Monitor' against
Baramulla MP Muzaffar Hussain Baig's wife for allegedly
threatening to kill him, the IGP said, "I will have to check it."
The editor had recently lodged the complaint at Kothi Bagh
police station against the parliamentarian's wife for allegedly
threatening him over an editorial on Baig in the daily.

Dawood Ibrahim
India to face the law," he told PTI here. Mehrishi will

demit office tomorrow. The home secretary said the "attitude"
of Pakistan was not in conformity with international law and
it is working against India in Ibrahim's case. "Whatever ac-
tion is required, we are taking. We will get him. The process is
on. But the attitude of the Pakistan government is not in con-
formity with the international law. Pakistan is working
against India. The legal process is on. We will get him at an op-
portune time," he said. Ibrahim is the main accused in the 1993
serial bomb blasts case in Mumbai in which around 260 people
were killed, and more than 700 were injured. He fled India post
the bombings and is hiding in Pakistan at present. In April,
Home Minister Rajnath Singh had stated there was no doubt
that Ibrahim was still in Pakistan. During the last 10 years,
India has sent several dossiers to Pakistan in this regard,
naming Ibrahim as the accused in the Mumbai blasts case.

In 2011, P Chidambaram, the then home minister in the
UPA government, had also said that Ibrahim was based in
Karachi. He had said that India would continue to push its
case to bring to justice the people who had planned terror at-
tacks in the country. India has for long been advocating an ex-
tradition treaty between SAARC countries in order to ensure
quick action against those involved in terrorist activities.
Both India and Pakistan are members of SAARC.

AG To Help
status to Jammu and Kashmir while Article 35A empow-

ers the state legislature to define the states "permanent resi-
dents" and their special rights and privileges. While the
Jammu and Kashmir government contested the petition say-
ing the president had the power to incorporate a new provi-
sion in the Constitution by way of an order, the Centre recent-
ly expressed its reservations. It filed a reply and requested the
three-judge bench to refer the matter to a larger bench as con-
stitutional issues were involved in the case.

The issue has generated a huge debate in Kashmir, with
several mainstream parties and separatists warning against
abrogation of the Article 35A.

Deadline
relating to Aadhaar be sent back for adjudication on mer-

its by a bench of three judges. However, the Attorney General
requested the bench that these matters be sent for adjudica-
tion by a five-judge bench, considering the importance of the
issues involved in it. Venugopal said since the deadline would
be extended till December 31, there was no urgency in hearing
the matter and it could be taken up in November. Divan did
not oppose Venugopal's submission and said he has no objec-
tion if the matter would be heard in November. Initially, a
three-judge bench had on July 7 said that all issues arising out
of Aadhaar should finally be decided by a larger bench.

On July 12, the apex court had said that its five-judge
Constitution Bench will hear the matters relating to Aadhaar,
including the aspect of right to privacy. Thereafter, the five-
judge bench had constituted a nine- judge bench to decide on
whether the right to privacy could be declared a fundamental
right. In a historic judgement on August 24, a nine-judge con-
stitution bench had declared the right to privacy as a funda-
mental right saying it is protected as an intrinsic part of the
right to life and personal liberty under Article 21 and as a part
of the freedoms guaranteed by Part III of the Constitution.
Various petitions have been filed in the apex court challeng-
ing the government's move making Aadhaar mandatory for
availing benefits of various social welfare schemes. The apex
court had earlier passed a slew of orders asking the govern-
ment and its agencies not to make Aadhaar mandatory for ex-
tending benefits of their welfare schemes. It, however, had al-

lowed the Centre to seek Aadhaar card voluntarily from citi-
zens for extending benefits of schemes like the LPG subsidy,
Jan Dhan scheme and public distribution system.

99% of Junked
the government. RBI said its income for 2016-17 decreased

by 23.56 per cent while expenditure jumped 107.84 per cent.
"The year ended with an overall surplus of Rs 306.59 billion as
against Rs 658.76 billion in the previous year, representing a
decline of 53.46 per cent," it said. The government replaced old
Rs 500 notes with new ones, but no replacement for Rs 1,000
notes have been made. Instead, a new Rs 2,000 note was intro-
duced post note ban. RBI said there are as many 588.2 crore of
Rs 500 notes, both old and new in circulation as of March 31,
2017. As of March 31, 2016, there were 1,570.7 crore Rs 500 notes
in circulation. As many as 328.5 crore pieces of new Rs 2,000
notes were in circulation as on March 31, 2017. Besides, new Rs
500 and Rs 2,000 notes, the RBI has also circulated new Rs 200
notes last week. Former RBI Deputy Governor R Gandhi said
demonetisation will have long-term impact. Expectations of
various quarters that sizable portion of the demonetised cur-
rency won't return has not been fulfilled. PTI

Hustle and Bustle
constituted market checking squads seem to have fallen

flat because the traders have increased prices of commodities
arbitrarily,” said Shabir Ahmad, a customer at Lal Chowk.
The rush of people triggered frequent traffic jams at various
places especially across the Dalgate-Batmaloo stretch where
most of the people happily emptied their pockets to buy their
favorite items. Imparting a colorful touch to the shopping
frenzy, children accompanied by their parents were seen en-
grossed in choosing their favorite toys, colorful dresses and
footwear. Meanwhile, the shoppers rush is giving a tough time
to the men in blue in maintaining the traffic and ensuring
smooth flow vehicles along the Exchange and Residency roads
here. Pertinently vendors have occupied footpaths along the
Amira Kadal and Residency road leaving virtually no space
for the pedestrians and too many vehicles passing through too
little times means the bridge remains choked throughout the
day. When contacted the Consumer Affairs and Public
Distribution Department (CAPD) Minster, told KNS that gov-
ernment have deputed many checking squad to Srinagar mar-
kets and other markets in the valley. “I urge the people that if
they find any trader or shopkeeper selling commodities at
higher prices, they should contact us. We will take action
against them,” he said and added that it is very sad that we
hardly receive any complaints when authorities conduct mar-
ket checks. That time nobody complains about soaring prices.

Encounter
registration of FIR against the police officer. Acting on di-

rections, the police have registered a rape case. However, the
police officer has not been arrested so far. “I had approached
police several times, but no heed was given to the complaints.
Finally, I had to approach the court and today, the case has
been registered against him,” said the rape victim woman.
The woman, who is Scheduled Caste, said that the allegedly ac-
cuse SI used to come at Hadyal Chowk in Kishtwar when he
was posted at the DySP office. During this period, she said, he
allegedly started her harassment and then, the officer raped
her. “I was threatened not to speak up against the alleged rape.
However, I have decided to seek justice,” the woman said.

Police Arrested
possession. The accused person was arrested on spot

along with contraband items. In this regard case FIR Number
182 of 2017 under section 8/15 NDPS Act stands registered at
PS Samba and investigation is going on.

D&FCO Conducts
establishments. During the first phase, inspections of

more than eighty establishments were carried out under the
supervision of Assistant Controller Drugs, Jammu,
Mohammad Iqbal Palla & Assistant Controller Drugs,
Kathua, Samba, Renuka Raina, in  rural areas of  Hatli Morh,
Chadwal, Hiranagar, Bari Brahmana, Vijaypur ,Swankha
and Nandpur. During the inspections, action against twenty
one  firms has been initiated  for committing breach of various
provisions of Drugs & Cosmetics Act,1940 & rules. Operations
of such firms were immediately disallowed and their licenses
were suspended. Statutory drug samples of more than thirty
formulations of antibiotics, PPI, steroids and NSAIDs were
drawn to check the identity, strength and purity of these
drugs. These samples have been referred to State Drug
Testing Laboratories for framing legal opinion to ascertain
their quality status. On specific inputs, inspection of Khem
Karyana Store, Gadwal was also carried out from wherein
some Ayurvedic drugs were confiscated which were earlier
being distributed to the patients for chronic ailments in viola-
tion to the provisions of law, investigations in the matter are
underway. The dealers  have been  impressed upon to imple-
ment the mandate for Schedule H-1 (antibiotics, psychotropic
substances) in letter & spirit to curb the misuse of habit form-
ing drugs, antibiotics & steroidal drugs. Directions were also
issued to desist from indulging in unethical trade practices
and to improve storage conditions to preserve the properties
of drugs throughout their shelf life. Pertinent to mention that
the said exercise is also in operation in other districts, to en-
sure adoption of ‘Good Trade Practices’ by the trade fraternity
in the lager interest of patients. The firms which were found
violating the provisions of Drugs & Cosmetics Act  and whose
operations were disallowed & licenses suspended included
M/s Madhav Medicos, Kathua, M/s Guarav Avinsah Medical
Hall, Near D.H ,Kathua, M/s   Sanjeevani Medicos, Bari
Brahmana, M/s Ansh Medicos, Nandpur Road, M/s Dayal
Medicos, Vijaypur, M/s Bhawani Medicos, Bari Brahmana,
M/s Shivalya Medicos, Bari Brahmana, M/s Kaith Medicos,
Bari Brahmana, M/s Arti  Medical Hall , Vijaypur, M/s
Himalya Medicos, Vijaypur, M/s Jai Lakshmi Medical Hall ,
Vijaypur, M/s Bharadwaj Medical Hall , Vijaypur, M/s
Jaskaran Medical Hall ,Vijaypur, M/s Lalotra  Medical Hall
,Ramgarh, M/s New Osho  Medical Hall ,Swankha,  M/s
Bhoomi, Medicos, Swankha, M/s Ansh  Medicos, Nandpur
Road,  M/s Sanjeevani Medicos, Bari Brahmana, M/s Maa
Vaishno Medical Hall, Shahidi Chowk,  M/s Sudan Medicos,
Hatli Morh, M/s Madhu Medical Hall, Halti Morh,  M.s Shree
Medicos, Hatli Morh.

C O N T  F O R M  PA G E  1

Abdul Haq chairs DDB Kulgam meeting
R e v i e w s  p r o g r e s s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s ,  f o l l o w - u p  o f  D D B  d e c i s i o n s

C a l l s  f o r  j u d i c i o u s  u s e  o f  f u n d s ,  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  w o r k s

Bali Bhagat declares open state-level
Football Tourney ‘Play for Health’

DC Kathua
discusses
Eid-ul-Azha
arrangements

DIPR organizes 'Radio Storytelling' Workshop
N oted journal is t ,  br oadcas ter  Neelesh Mishr a  inter acts  with  media  s tudents
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SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30:

Taking cognizance of the
complaints regarding tardy
pace of work on infrastruc-
ture upgradation at the
Maternity facility at SKIMS
Soura, a team of officials from
the CM's Grievance Cell today
visited the facility for on spot
assessment of the progress of
work. Coordinator CM's
Grievance Cell, Tassaduq
Hussain Mufti, had asked the
officials to visit the facility
and personally take stock of
the progress of work in light of
the complaints received from
the people. The team of offi-
cials was led by Deputy
Secretary CM's Grievance
Cell, Inam-ul-Haq Siddiqui.
"The team has found that the
work on infrastructure
upgradation at the Maternity
Facility at SKIMS Soura is not
going on at the satisfactory
pace and the same needs to be
expedited," a spokesman of
the CM's Grievance Cell said
in a statement.

The spokesman said that
the facility is catering to a huge

population in the area and the
SKIMS authorities must pay
proper attention towards its
upkeep. Meanwhile, the CM's
Grievance Cell has also taken a
serious note of the complaints
regarding deliberate attempts
being made by some quarters
in SKIMS Soura to create hur-
dles in the execution of work at
Maternity Hospital Bemina
and SKIMS Medical College
Bemina. "The CM's Grievance
Cell has received complaints
that some officials and
medicos at SKIMS Soura are
creating hurdles in the smooth
execution of work at Maternity
Hospital Bemina and SKIMS
Medical College Bemina as
they don't want SKIMS
Bemina to come up as an inde-
pendent healthcare institu-
tion," the spokesman said
adding that taking a serious
note of the complaints the
Coordinator CM"s Grievance
Cell has sought the interven-
tion of the Chief Minister,
Mehbooba Mufti and the
Health Minister, Bali Bhagat
in the matter so that work is ex-
pedited on these institutions.

JAMMU, AUGUST 30:

Divisional Commissioner,
Dr M K Bhandari convened a
high level meeting to review
the traffic scenario in Jammu
City here today. Emphasizing
on better traffic management,
Div Com asked the concerned
authorities to take all requisite
measures to take up de-conges-
tion of traffic in the region.
Deputy Commissioner,
Kumar Rajeev Ranjan,
Commissioner JMC, M Raju, ,
Vice Chairman JDA, R.K
Sharma , SSP Jammu, Sunil
Gupta, SSP Traffic, Nisha
Nathyal, SP Traffic Rural ,
Shaheen Wahid , RTO Jammu,
Deep Raj besides senior func-
tionaries of various depart-
ments attended the meeting.

Stressing on maintain-
ing synergy between con-
cerned agencies, Divisional
Commissioner directed the
authorities to maintain coor-
dination to ensure smooth

traffic movement. Div Com
directed the officials to con-
struct additional passenger
sheds and other facilities to
avoid inconvenience to the
commuters. He further di-
rected them to identify areas
for construction of dividers
for facilitating directional
flow of traffic and submit an
inclusive report in this re-
gard. He directed enhanced
vigil on traffic violators
through regular checking
and asked the officials to put
in place a comprehensive
mechanism to tackle the
menace of over speeding be-
sides generating awareness
among the people regarding
traffic rules.   Div Com direct-
ed for completion of black-
topping of the left out roads
and filling of potholes to en-
sure road safety.

The meeting was also in-
formed about the status of re-
moval of encroachments and
maintenance of bus stops.

Jammu, AUGUST 30:

J&K High Court quashed
the detention under PSA of
Syed Asiya Andrabi
Chairperson of Dukhtaran-i-
Millat and her close associ-
ate Mst. Fehmida Sofi with
the direction to release them
forthwith from the preven-
tive custody. While quashing
detention order of both,
Justice MK Hanjura after
hearing Adv M A Qayoom for
the petitioners where Sr.
AAG BA Dar for the state ob-
served that order speaks  vol-
umes about the complete
lack of application of mind. It
states that the very founda-
tion  of the order of the exten-
sion of the period of deten-
tion is the recommendation
made by the Inspector
General of Police (IGP), CID,
which is completely un-
known to the provisions of
law contained in the JKPSA.
Section (8) of the JKPSA, run-
ning under the Head
(Detention Of Certain
Persons) provides that the
Government may, if satisfied
with respect of any person
that with a view to prevent-
ing him from acting in any
manner  prejudicial to the se-
curity of the State or mainte-
nance of public order etc.,
make an order that such per-
son be detained by the
Divisional Commissioner or
by the District Magistrate.

It also provides that
when an order is made by the
Divisional commissioner or
by the District Magistrate, he
shall, forthwith, report the
fact to the Government to-
gether with the grounds on
which the order of detention
has been made and such oth-
er particulars as, in his opin-
ion, have a bearing on the
matter, and no such order
shall remain in force for
more than 12 days after mak-
ing thereof  unless, in the
meantime, it has been ap-
proved by the Government.

Justice MK Hanjura fur-
ther observed that what gets
revealed from the above pro-
vision is that the order of de-
tention made either by the
Divisional Commissioner or
by the District Magistrate,
has to be confirmed by the
Government within a period
of 12 days as otherwise it will
lose its sanctity. Section 18 of
the JKPSA provides that the
maximum period of deten-
tion for which any person
may be detained in pur-
suance of a detention order,
which has been confirmed by
the Advisory Board u/s 17 of
the JKPSA, shall be 03
months in the first instance,
which may be extended to 12
months from the date of de-
tention of a person acting in
any manner prejudicial to
the maintenance of public or-
der and 06 months in the first
instance, which may be ex-
tended up to 02 years from
the date of detention in case
of a person acting in any
manner prejudicial to the se-
curity of the State. Sub sec-
tion 02 of Section 18 of JKPSA
provides that nothing con-
tained in this  section shall
affect the powers of the
Government to revoke or
modify the detention at any
earlier time or to extend the
period of detention and a con-
joint reading of the two sec-
tions quoted above would
mean that the Divisional
Commissioner or the
District Magistrate can pass
an order, thereby detaining a

person for a period of 12 days,
within which period, it has to
be confirmed by the
Government as otherwise it
will lose its validity. So it is
the Government, which has
to regulate the period of de-
tention of the detenue after
the afflux of this time.
However, in the instant case,
fate had it for the detenue,
that the order of detention
has been extended on the
mere asking of IGP, CID,
which is in utter violation of
the law. Justice MK Hanjura
further observed that life and
liberty of the citizens of the
State are of paramount im-
portance. A duty is cast on
the shoulders of the Court to
enquire that the decision of
the Executive is made upon
the matters laid down by the
Statute and that these are rel-
evant for arriving at such a
decision. The personal liber-
ty of a citizen, guaranteed to
him/her by the Constitution,
cannot be deprived except in
due course of law and for the
purposes sanctioned by law.
The maxim of the English
Law is that every imprison-
ment is,  prima facie, unlaw-
ful and it is for the person, di-
recting imprisonment, to jus-
tify the action. This principle
has been followed by the
Supreme Court, where it has
been held that in a petition,
for the grant of a writ of
Habeas Corpus, it  is enough
for the detenue to say that he
is under wrongful detention,
and the burden lies on the de-
taining authority to satisfy
the Court that the detention
is not illegal or wrongful. In
the present petition, the de-
tention order does not stand
these tests both in being
passed and in following the
procedure. With these obser-
vations High Court allowed
both the petitions and
quashed order of detention
under PSA and directed
them to release forthwith
from the custody. JNF

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30:

The Deputy Chief
Minister, Dr Nirmal Singh
today said the teachings of
seers and saints preaching
mutual brotherhood and co-
existence are more relevant
in today’s context where ma-
terial pursuits are overtak-
ing the spiritual pursuits.
The Deputy Chief Minister
was speaking at a function or-
ganized in connection with
the 523rd birth anniversary
of Acharya Shri Chander Ji

organized by the manage-
ment of Shri Chander Chinar
Bada Akhara Udasin Trust
(SCCBAUT), Residency Road
here today. Dr Singh said the
seers and saints have given
us the requisite parameters
for leading a life full of spiri-
tuality. He said the onus lies
on us to follow the same and
also propagate it among the
youth and posterity.

While referring to the
State as an abode of mutual
coexistence and communal
harmony, the Deputy Chief

Minister said this part of the
sub-continent has through-
out the ages been an epitome
of spiritualism and coexis-
tence and the teachings of
JK's seers have a universal
appeal and acceptance.  He
said several philosophers
and statesman have also re-
ferred to Jammu and
Kashmir as a model of toler-
ance, peace and syncretism.
The Deputy Chief Minister
prayed for peace and prosper-
ity of the State. He also paid
obeisance at the shrine.

JAMMU, AUGUST 30:

Department of
Agriculture today organized
pre-rabi 2017-18 farmer-ex-
tension officers’ brain storm-
ing session- “Krishi Vichar
Manthan” which was
presided over by Vice-
Chairman, State Advisory
Board for the Development of
Kisan, Daljit Singh Chib.
Speaking on the occasion,
Chib said that government is
committed to make all out ef-
forts and take the required
steps to improve the econom-
ic condition of the farmers of

the state. He said the feed-
back and suggestions of the
farmers received during the
Krishi Vichar Manthan will
provide a sound base for
framing the roadmap of fu-
ture development plans and
arrangements of agricultural
inputs for the coming rabi
season.  He asked the farmers
to adopt integrated farming
and modernize their agricul-
tural practices by using latest
technology for achieving the
vision of ‘doubling farmer’s
income by 2022’. He advised
the farmers to organize them-
selves in farmers Self Help

Groups (SHGs), farmers
clubs and Farmers Producers
Organizations (FPOs) to
avail benefits in getting in-
puts along with marketing fa-
cilities for their produce.

He further said that farm-
ers can increase their farm
income through mushroom
cultivation, vegetable pro-
duction, growing high value
cash crops, apiculture to
arrange their agriculture
based units on entrepreneur-
ial lines. Director
Agriculture, H. K. Razdan
said that the impact of vari-
ous technological interven-

tions, varietal trials, use of
latest machinery,  applica-
tion of balanced dose of fertil-
izers, timely sowing and  in-
tercultural operations has in-
creased current yield of
maize and paddy crops.  

Ex-Director Agriculture
and Member Kisan Board, D.
P. Khajuria, President J&K
Kisan Council, S. Tejinder
Singh, President R.S Pura
Basmati Growers
Association, Choudhary Dev
Raj, progressive farmers and
saffron growers from all the
districts participated in the
programme.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

Major reforms will be
carried out in the Indian
Army to enhance its combat
capability which will include
redeployment of nearly 57,000
officers and other ranks as
well as ensuring better utili-
sation of resources, the gov-
ernment announced today.
Defence Minister Arun
Jaitley said perhaps for the
first time after Independence,
such a big and "far-reaching"
reform process is being initi-
ated in the Army. Replying to
a question on whether the ex-
ercise was undertaken keep-
ing in view the Dokalam
episode, Jaitley said, "This is
not specific to any incident. It
had been going on much prior
to Dokalam."  The reform ini-
tiatives were recommended
by a committee headed by Lt

Gen DB Shekatkar (retd)
which had a mandate to rec-
ommend measures for en-
hancing of combat capability
and rebalancing defence ex-
penditure of the armed forces
to increase "teeth to tail ra-
tio". The 'tooth-to-tail' ratio
refers to the amount of supply
and support personnel
(termed as tail) for each com-
bat soldier (tooth). The panel
had suggested 99 recommen-
dations for structural
changes in the Army and out
of which the defence ministry
has accepted 65 after consul-
tations with all the stakehold-
ers, Jaitley said. The defence
ministry said the reforms
will be carried out by
December 31, 2019. It said
civilians will be redeployed
in different wings of the
armed forces for improving
efficiency. Army sources said

around 31,000 civilian staff
will be redeployed including
in new formations, adding
the Army's education corp
will be also part of the reform
process. Jaitley said the
Union Cabinet was today ap-
prised of the defence min-
istry's decision to carry out
the reform process in the
Army. The Shekatkar com-
mittee was appointed in May
last year and it had submitted
its report in December.

"In a first ever exercise af-
ter Independence, the
Ministry of Defence in con-
sultation with the Indian
Army has decided to reform
the Indian Army in a planned
manner. These decisions
were approved by the
Defence Minister," the min-
istry said in a statement. In
the first phase, it said the re-
forms will involve redeploy-

ment and restructuring of ap-
proximately 57,000 posts of of-
ficers, junior commissioned
officers and other ranks and
civilians. It said optimisation
of signals establishments,
closure of military farms and
army postal establishments
in peace locations as well as
restructuring of repair eche-
lons in the army including
base workshops will also be
part of the extensive exercise.

The ministry said there
will be redeployment of ord-
nance echelons to include ve-
hicle depots, ordnance depots
and central ordnance depots
apart from streamlining in-
ventory control mechanisms.
The reform will also be car-
ried out to ensure better utili-
sation of supply and trans-
port facilities and animal
transport units. There will be
enhancement in standards

for recruitment of clerical
staff and drivers in the Army
as also steps will be taken to
improve the efficiency of the
National Cadet Corps.

"Implementation has be-
gun with the decision of the
Cabinet Committee on
Security to close 39 military
farms in a time bound man-
ner," the ministry said. The
army's commanders' in April
had deliberated extensively
on enhancing the Army's
overall strike
capability."Restructuring by
the Indian Army is aimed at
enhancing combat capability
in a manner that the offi-
cers/JCOs/ORs will be used
for improving operational
preparedness and civilians
will be redeployed in differ-
ent wings of the armed forces
for improving efficiency,"
said the defence ministry.

JAMMU, Aug 30:

Jammu and Kashmir
Freedom Fighters
Association (JKFFA) paid
tributes to the martyrs of se-
curity forces, who laid down
their lives in Pulwama en-
counter on August 26, 2017.
In this connection, a pro-
gramme was organised at
Dogra Shaurya Sthal,
Amphalla here on
Wednesday under the chair-
manship of JKFFA
President, Ved Gandotra. A
two-minute silence was ob-
served in the memory of all

those who sacrificed their
lives for the sake of nation.

Addressing media per-
sons here, Ved Gandotra de-
manded Rs 10 lakh as com-
pensation to the martyrs fam-
ily and one government job
under SRO-43 within period
of next 60 days. Among those
who paid tributes include
State President Shri Ram
Sena, Rajiv Mahajan,
Karnail Singh, Ram Rattan
Raina, Tej Ram Dogra,
Davinder Singh, Baldev Raj
Atri, Ashok Kumar, Jatinder
Singh (JJS), Gourav, Prabhat
Kapahi and Sushil Verma.

Jammu, Aug 30 (PTI)

Accusing the PDP-BJP
coalition of "failure" on the
governance front in Jammu
and Kashmir, the state unit of
the Congress today said a de-
bate was "deliberately" being

generated on Article 35A to
divert attention of the people
from the basic issues. "To di-
vert the attention of the peo-
ple from basic issues, there is
debate being generated delib-
erately regarding scraping of
Article 35A," Jammu and

Kashmir Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC) General
Secretary Vikram Malhotra
said addressing a protest ral-
ly here. JKPCC staged the ral-
ly to protest the alleged fail-
ure of the government to pro-
vide "basic facilities of life" to

the people of the state.
Scores of Congress work-

ers including women ac-
tivists carrying placards, sat
at a 'dharna'. Malhotra said
Article 35A is subjudice and
"everybody should refrain
from commenting on it".
However, he said the state
subject laws, which were in-
corporated by Maharaja Hari
Singh and sanctioned by
presidential orders in 1956,
was introduced in the "inter-
est of all three regions of the
state, especially for Dogra
community of Jammu".

"Before any further ac-
tion on 35A, it should be wide-
ly debated among people of
Jammu to understand its im-
plications both for and
against this Article," he
added. He expressed concern
over the security situation in
the state and said repeated
terror attacks are claiming
the lives of Army, police and
paramilitary personnel
every day. "Militancy is on
the rise and the state and
Centre are confused and clue-
less about the policy on
Pakistan," he said. PTI

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

Defence Minister Arun
Jaitley today refused to in-
terpret the significance of
resolution of the China-India
face-off at Dokalam, saying it
was a "sensitive" issue and
that the government had al-
ready conveyed its position.
The External Affairs
Ministry has already articu-
lated the government's stand
on the issue, he told re-
porters at a briefing. "Given
the sensitivity of the issue,
there is no need to make mul-
tiple statements," Jaitley
said when asked whether the
resolution of the Dokalam
standoff was a big achieve-
ment for India. Jaitley, who
also announced the govern-
ment's decision to carry out

major reforms in the Army
to enhance its combat capa-
bility, said the exercise had
nothing to do with any spe-
cific incident and had been
going on since much before
Dokalam. He was responding
to a question that whether
the reform process was un-
dertaken keeping in view the
Dokalam incident.

Troops of the two coun-
tries had been locked in a
standoff in Dokalam since
June 16 after Indian army
personnel stopped the
Chinese Army from building
a road in the disputed area.
On August 28, the MEA had
announced that both the
countries agreed to an "expe-
ditious disengagement" at
the face-off site following
diplomatic communications.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI)

Two months after the roll-
out of GST, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today said ap-
prehensions with regard to
the indirect tax regime have
been proven to be unfounded
and a smooth transition has
happened. He asked chief sec-
retaries of all states to further
boost efforts to increase regis-
tration under GST (Goods
and Services Tax) and to
achieve a quantum jump in
this regard within a month, a
PMO statement said. The
prime minister was chairing
his 21st meeting of Pro-Active
Governance and Timely
Implementation (PRAGATI),
a monthly interaction with
top officials of states through
a vide conference. GST was

rolled out on July 1, ushering
in a uniform indirect tax sys-
tem in the country. The last 20
meetings of PRAGATI have
seen a cumulative review of
183 projects with a total in-
vestment of Rs 8.79 lakh
crore, according to the PMO
statement. Resolution of pub-
lic grievances has also been
reviewed in 17 sectors, it said.
In today's meeting, the prime
minister reviewed the
progress of nine vital infra-
structure projects worth over
Rs 56,000 crore in the railway,
road, power and oil pipeline
and health sectors, the state-
ment said. These projects are
spread over several states in-
cluding Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Uttarakhand,

Punjab, West Bengal,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Odisha, Telangana, and
Kerala, it said. He reviewed
the progress towards han-

dling and resolution of griev-
ances related to patents and
trademarks. He noted the im-
provement in performance
and asked the officers con-
cerned to work towards fur-

ther expediting the process-
ing of patent and trademark
applications, the statement
said. Officials explained the
steps taken towards speeding
up the grant of patents and
trademarks, including en-
hanced manpower, it said.

The prime minister em-
phasized the importance of
using latest available tech-
nology, to streamline the
process, and reach global
standards in this regard, the
statement said. The projects
reviewed today included the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC), and con-
struction of four new AIIMS
at Manglagiri in Andhra
Pradesh, Kalyani in West
Bengal, Nagpur in
Maharashtra and Gorakhpur
in Uttar Pradesh. The prime

minister also reviewed the
progress of the Smart Cities
Mission and appreciated the
participation of cities in the
challenge route, the state-
ment said. He said the chal-
lenge before everyone is now
to ensure implementation
and expeditious completion
of the work in the 90 identi-
fied cities, with high quality,
the PMO said. Reviewing the
progress of the Forest Rights
Act, the prime minister em-
phasized the importance of
using space technology to de-
termine the rights of tribal
communities, and settle
claims expeditiously. On
Government e-Marketplace
(GeM), he said the portal has
improved transparency, and
has reduced wasteful expen-
diture, the statement said.

Apprehensions on GST proved unfounded: PM No need for multiple
statements on sensitive

Dokalam issue: Govt

Debate on Art 35A 'deliberate' to hide PDP-BJP failure: Cong JKFFA pays tributes to martyrs

HC quashes detention of
Chairperson of Dukhtaran-i-Millat

Indian Army to undergo major reforms: Govt

JK unique abode of saints: Dy CM

CM's Grievance Cell for
expediting work on Maternity

Facilities at Soura, Bemina
Team of officials takes stock of progress of work

Div Com reviews
traffic scenario

Agri Deptt organizes Krishi Vichar Manthan Rabi 2017-18


